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Recognizing the unique effects that proposals to reform Social Security may
have on women.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 1, 2005

Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD, Ms. JACKSON-LEE
of Texas, Ms. McCoLLUM of Minnesota, Mrs. McCARTHY, Mrs. JONES
of Ohio, Ms. Sownis, Ms. WooLsEY, Ms. BORDALLO, Mrs. Carps, Ms.
LEE, Ms. WATERS, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California,
Ms. WaTsoN, Mrs. LowEy, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. SMIiTH of Washington, Mr. KENNEDY of
Rhode Island, Mr. LaNTOs, Mr. KuciNict, Mr. Scirrr, Mr. MORAN of
Virginia, Mr. HoNDA, Mr. EMANUEL, Mr. WEXLER, Mr. KILDEE, Mr.
NADLER, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. STARK, and Mr. AL GREEN
of Texas) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means

RESOLUTION

Recognizing the unique effects that proposals to reform

Social Security may have on women.
Whereas Social Security is a successful, efficient middle-class
retirement program;
Whereas Social Security provides a predictable, guaranteed

benefit for women, who tend to live longer than men and

have fewer lifetime earnings;
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Whereas the Social Security benefit structure is of particular
importance to low-wage women, especially widows and

wives of retirees;

Whereas Social Security is the only source of retirement in-

come for 29 percent of unmarried elderly women;

Whereas women represent 58 percent of all Social Security
beneficiaries aged 62 and older and approximately 70

percent of beneficiaries aged 85 and older;

Whereas without Social Security, 52 percent of white women,
65 percent of African American women, and 61 percent
of Hispanic women over 65 years of age would live in

poverty;

Whereas women reaching age 65 in 2004 are expected to live,
on average, an additional 20 years compared with 17

years for men;

Whereas women’s earnings relative to men are 77 percent in
2002;

Whereas at the end of 2003, women’s average monthly retire-
ment benefit was $798, and men’s average benefit was

$1,039;

Whereas elderly women are less likely than elderly men to
have significant income from pensions other than Social

Security; and

Whereas for unmarried women—including widows—aged 65
and older, Social Security comprises 52 percent of their
total income, contrasted with 38 percent of unmarried el-
derly men’s retirement income and 35 percent of elderly

couples’ income: Now, therefore, be it
1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives recog-

2 nizes the unique obstacles that women face in ensuring
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retirement security and survivor and disability stability
and the essential role that Social Security plays in guaran-
teeing inflation-protected financial stability for women
throughout their entire old age, and it is the sense of the
House of Representatives that the Congress and the Presi-
dent should take these factors into account when consid-

ering proposals to reform the Social Security system.
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