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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JULy 14, 2003
Mr. McCaIN (for himself and Ms. SNOWE) introduced the following bill; which
was read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
DECEMBER 9, 2003
Reported by Mr. McCAIN, with amendments

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To reauthorize the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tiwes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “National Oceanic and

Atmospheric  Administration Reauthorization Act of

20037,

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

The table of contents for this bill is as follows:

.. 1. Short title.
2. 2. Table of contents.
». 3. Definitions.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

:. 101. National Weather Service.

.. 102. Oceanic and atmospheric research.

:. 103. National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service.
:. 104. National Ocean Service.

:. 105. National Marine Fisheries Service.

.. 106. Office of Program Planning and Integration.

.. 107. Program Support.

.. 108. Office of Marine and Aviation Operations.

TITLE II—MISCELLANEOUS

201. Establishment of business management fund.
202. External research program.

203. Hydrographic service volunteers.

204. Establishment of an Office of Education.
205. NOAA Corps authorized number of officers.
2006. Federal-State partnership operations.

207. Cyclone reconnaissance review.

208. NEXRAD radar facility study.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘“Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’” means

the Secretary of Commerce.
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TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS.
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and $50-763:000 for fiseal vear 2008 shall be for
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20 (2} $2.900-000 for fiseat year 2004 shalt be for
21 Nrttotit Wenther Serviee telecottentions onte-
22 way fegaey replaeement;

23 (3) $2-000-000 for fiseat year 2004 shalt be for
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20 Seeretary to enable the National Oceante and Atmospherte
22 teserteh proctremetts neqtistors aid cotstrteton et
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3 SEC. 103. NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA,
4 AND INFORMATION SERVICE:

10 mentad research and development and related aetis-
14 $H59:471:000 for fiseal year 2006; $164255:000 for
16 2000 to retrrtt avnthable t expendeds

18 the anonnts anthorized vnder para-
19 eraph (h; $95243000 for fisead vear 2004
20 $93;980:000 for fisead year 2005; £96:800;000 for
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expended:
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SEC. 101. NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE.

(a) OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to enable
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to
carry out the operations, research, and facilities activities
of the National Weather Service $745,100,000 for fiscal year
2004 and $819,610,000 for fiscal year 2005, to remain
avarlable until expended.

(b) PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUC-
TION.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
mainistration to carry out the procurement, acquisition, and
construction activities of the National Weather Service
$99,081,000 for fiscal year 2004 and $102,053,000 for fiscal
year 2005, to remain avarlable until expended.

SEC. 102. OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH.

(a) OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary to enable the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to carry
out the oceanic and atmospheric research operations,
research, and facilities environmental research and
development activities of the Office of Oceanic and At-
mospheric Research $411,902,000 for fiscal year 2004

and $453,092,200 for fiscal year 2005.
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(b) PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITIONS, AND CONSTRUC-
TION.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric ad-
mainmistration to carry out the oceanic and atmospheric re-
search procurement, acquisition, and construction environ-
mental research and development activities of the Office of
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research $14,084,000 for fiscal
year 2004 and $14,506,000 for fiscal year 2005.

SEC. 103. NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA,
AND INFORMATION SERVICE.

(a) OPERATIONS, RESEARCII, AND FACILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary to enable the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admanistration to carry
out the operations, research, and facilities environ-
mental research and development and related activi-
ties of the National Environmental Satellite, Data
and Information Service $150,317,000 for fiscal year
2004 and $154,827,000 for fiscal year 2005, to re-
main available until expended.

(b) PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUC-
TION.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
manistration to carry out the procurement, acquisition, and

construction environmental research and development and
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related activities of the National Environmental Satellite,
Data, and Information Service. $698,204,000 for fiscal year
2004 and $768,024,400 for fiscal year 2005, to remain
available until expended.

SEC. 104. NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE.

(a) OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to enable
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to
carry out operations, research and facilities activities of the
National Ocean Service $501,050,000 for fiscal year 2004
and $551,155,000 for fiscal year 2005.

(b) PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUC-
TION.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
manistration to carry out the procurement, acquisition, and
construction activities of the National Ocean Service
$120,000,000 for fiscal year 2004 and $132,000,000 for fis-
cal year 2005.

SEC. 105. NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE.

(a) OPERATIONS, RESEARCII, AND FACILITIES.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to enable
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to
carry out operations, research and facilities activities of the

Natronal Marine Fisheries Service $731,000,000 for fiscal

*S 1401 RS
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year 2004 and $804,100,000 for fiscal year 2005, to remain

available until expended.

(b) PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUC-
TION.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
manistration to carry out the procurement, acquisition, and
construction activities of the National Marine Fisheries
Service $14,000,000 for fiscal year 2004 and $14,420,000
Jor fiscal year 2005 to remain available until expended.

(¢) OTHER NECESSARY ACTIONS.—There are author-
1zed to be appropriated to the Secretary to enable the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to carry
out the other necessary activities of the National Marine
Fisheries Service $97,181,000 for fiscal year 2004 and
$100,096,430 for fiscal year 2005, to remain available until
expended.

SEC. 106. OFFICE OF PROGRAM PLANNING AND INTEGRA-
TION.

There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration to carry out operations, research and fa-
cilities activities of the Office of Program Planning and
Integration $2,700,000 for fiscal year 2004, $2,781,000
for fiscal year 2005, $2,864,430 for fiscal year 2006,

*S 1401 RS
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$2,950,362 for fiscal year 2007, and $3,038,873 for fiscal
year 2008, to remain available until expended.
SEC. 107. PROGRAM SUPPORT.

There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration to carry out program support activities
$296,761,000 for fiscal year 2004, $305,664,000 for fis-
cal year 2005, $314,834,000 for fiscal year 2006,
$324,279,000 for fiscal year 2007, and $334,007,000 for
fiscal year 2008.

SEC. 108. OFFICE OF MARINE AND AVIATION OPERATIONS.

*S 1401 RS
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(a) OPERATIONS, RESEARCII, AND FACILITIES.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to enable
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to
carry out operations, research, and facilities activities of
the Office of Marine and Aviation Operations $115,136,000
Jor fiscal year 2004 and $126,649,600 for fiscal year 2005,
to remain avarlable until expended.

(b) PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUC-
TION.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary to enable the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
manistration to carry out the procurement, acquisition, and

construction activities of the Office of Marine and Aviation
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Operations  $67,338,000  for  fiscal year 2004 and
$74,071,800 for fiscal year 2005, to remain available until
expended.

TITLE II—MISCELLANEOUS
SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There 1s established the Business
Management Fund of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, which shall be available without fis-
cal year limitation for expense and equipment necessary
for the maintenance and operations of such services and
projects as the Administrator determines may be per-
formed more advantageously when centralized.

(b) ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTING.—The Adminis-
trator shall maintain a separate schedule of expenditures
and reimbursements for the Fund, and a statement of the
current assets and liabilities of the Fund as of the close
of the completed fiscal year shall be prepared each year.

(¢) CREDITS TO THE FUND; CAPITALIZATION.—Not-
withstanding section 3302(b) of title 31, United States
Code, the Fund may be credited with advances and reim-
bursements from applicable appropriations of the Admin-
istration and from funds of other agencies or entities for
services furnished pursuant to law. Any inventories, equip-

ment, systems, real property, and other assets over

*S 1401 RS
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$25,000, pertaining to the services to be provided by such
funds, either on hand or on order, less the related liabil-
ities or unpaid obligations, shall be used to capitalize the
Business Management Fund.

(d) F1sCAL OPERATIONAL CRITERIA.—The Fund
shall provide for centralized services at rates which return
in full the cost of salaries and accruing benefits and the
annual costs equal to projected inflation, amortization of
automated data processing software and hardware sys-
tems, and an amount not to exceed 4 percent necessary
to maintain a reasonable operating reserve and fund new
requirements as determined by the Administrator.

(e) STARTUP DATE.—The Fund shall become oper-
ational October 1, 2003.

SEC. 202. EXTERNAL RESEARCH PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall submit a
report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the House of Representatives
Committee on Science at the same time as the President’s
budget request for fiscal year 2005 is submitted to the
Congress for the establishment of a external research pro-
eram within the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Re-
search. The report shall include a plan to support funding

levels of $25,000,000 in fiscal year 2005, $30,000,000 in
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fiscal year 2006, $35,000,000 in fiscal year 2007, and
$40,000,000 in fiscal year 2008.

(b) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The report shall include
a management plan for the program the purpose of which
shall be to provide funding for merit-based, peer-reviewed
research grants and contracts to public and private orga-
nizations that will improve the efficiency and coverage of
the nation’s operational observing system and accelerate
the direct transfer of research results into operational pro-
erams at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration providing operational weather monitoring, anal-
ysis, and forecasting services to the Nation. The manage-
ment plan shall include a strategy to commit the Adminis-
tration to spending 50 percent of new research funds (ex-
clusive of adjustments to base) within the external commu-
nity via merit-based, peer-reviewed processes.

(¢) PUBLIC PLANNING PARTICIPATION.—The report
shall also include a mechanism for involving the public and
private organizations in the planning and execution of the
external research program.

(d) ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT.—The Adminis-
trator shall provide an annual report to the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, the
House of Representatives Committee on Resources, and

the House of Representatives Committee on Science on

*S 1401 RS
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24
the progress within the Administration of the transition
of research results into operational products and services.
SEC. 203. HYDROGRAPHIC SERVICE VOLUNTEERS.

Section 303 of the Hydrographic Services Improve-
ment Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892a) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“(d) AurHority To AcceErT VOLUNTEER SERV-

ICES.—To help fulfill the duties of the Administrator, in-

cluding authorities under the Act of 1947, this Act, or
In response to a maritime emergency, the Administrator

may-

“(1) establish a volunteer program;

“(2) enter into special agreements with quali-
fied organizations to assist in the implementation of
a volunteer program; and

“(3) provide funding under the special agree-
ment to the qualified organization for the purposes
of assisting in the administration of the volunteer
programs and for procuring and maintaining insur-
ance or other coverage for the organization and its
members when conducting volunteer activities.

“(e) LEGAL STATUS OF VOLUNTEERS.—Paragraphs

(1) through (5) of section 7(¢) of the Fish and Wildlife

24 Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742f(c)) shall apply to volunteers

25

providing services to the Administrator under subsection

*S 1401 RS
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(e) of this section, except that any reference in that section
to the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Com-
merce shall be deemed to refer to the Administrator.

“(f) QUALIFIED ORGANIZATION.—In this section, the
term ‘qualified organization’ means a non-governmental,
not-for-profit organization, determined by the Adminis-
trator to have demonstrated expertise in boating safety
and a commitment to improving the quality of hydro-
eraphic services and related oceanographic and meteoro-
logical information that is made available to mariners.”.
SEC. 204. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE OF EDUCATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall establish
within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion an office of Education and shall consider education
to be a central part of the Administration’s mission. The
purpose of the office shall be to coordinate and promote
education missions for all of the Administration’s pro-
orams to better facilitate public awareness of oceanic and
atmospheric systems.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There

are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to en-
able the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion to carry out the Education activities of the Adminis-
tration $2,300,000 for fiscal year 2004, $2,369,000 for
fiscal year 2005, $2,440,070 for fiscal year 2006,

*S 1401 RS
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$2,513,272 for fiscal year 2007, and $2,588,670 for fiscal
year 2008, to remain available until expended.
SEC. 205. NOAA CORPS AUTHORIZED NUMBER OF OFFI-
CERS.

Section 215 of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002
(33 U.S.C. 3005) is amended—

(1) by striking “285” in paragraph (2) and in-
serting “375”; and
(2) by striking “299” in paragraph (3) and in-
serting “375".
SEC. 206. FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Commerce is au-
thorized to operate the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Admanistration marine laboratory in accordance with a
memorandum of agreement with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administration, the National Institute of
Standards and Technology, the State of South Carolina, the
Medical Unawversity of South Carolina, and the College of
Charleston as a partnership for collaborative, interdiscipli-
nary marine scientific research.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—To carry out subsection (a),
the agencies that are partners in the Laboratory may ac-
cept, apply for, use, and spend Federal, State, private and

grant funds as necessary to further the mission of the Lab-

*S 1401 RS
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oratory without regard to the source or of the period of
availability of these funds and may apply for and hold pat-
ents, as well as share personnel, facilities, and property.

(¢c) USE oF FUNDS.—Any funds collected or accepted
by any partner may be used—

(1) to offset all or portions of its costs, including
overhead, without regard to 31 U.S.C. section
3302(b);

(2) to revmburse other participating agencies for
all or portions of their costs; and

(3) to fund research and facilities expansion.

(d) OTHER FISCAL PROVISIONS.—Funds for manage-
ment and operation of the Laboratory may be used to sus-
tain basic laboratory operations for all participating enti-
ties. The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to charge fees
and enter into agreements with Federal, State, private enti-
ties, and other entities, domestic and foreign, to further the
mission of the Laboratory. Any funds collected from such
Jees or arrangements shall be used to support cooperative
research, basic operations, and facilities enhancement at the
Laboratory.

SEC. 207. CYCLONE RECONNAISSANCE REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce and the

Secretary of Defense shall review the management plans for

continued tropical cyclone surveillance and reconnaissance

*S 1401 RS
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developed pursuant to section 107 of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration Authorization Act of 1992
(15 U.S.C. 313 note) to determine—

(1) of such plans provide adequate coverage and
protection for citizens of the coastal areas of the
Unated States, particularly in the Central and West-
ern Pacific region, including an evaluation of whether
there has been any reduction in the level, quality,
timeliness, sustainability, or area served by the recon-
naissance and tracking systems since enactment of
that Act;

(2) the appropriate roles and responsibilities for
the Departments of Commerce and Defense with re-
spect to this swrveillance and reconnaissance pro-
gram; and

(3) any additional fiscal or other resources that
would be required to ensure adequate coverage or pre-
vent reduction of coverage and services, including cov-
erage for the Central and Western Pacific region.

(b) REPORT.—The Secretaries of Defense and Com-
merce shall transmit a report to the Congress within 90
days after the date of enactment of this Act with findings
and recommendations of the review.

(¢) WEATHER RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON.—The Ad-

manistrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

*S 1401 RS
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mainmistration may not accept responsibility for the duties
or avrcraft of the United States Aivr Force Reserve 53rd
Weather Reconnaissance Squadron in whole or wn part
until 30 days after the date on which the Secretary of Com-
merce and the Secretary of Defense transmit to the Congress
a plan for the continued performance of all current missions
and the diwvision of such responsibilities and aircraft be-
tween the Air Force Reserve and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
SEC. 208. NEXRAD RADAR FACILITY STUDY.

The Secretary of Commerce may conduct studies on
the placement of NEXRAD radar facilities in areas that
are not currently covered by NEXRAD radar including
areas in Oregon, Nevada, California, Montana, Idaho, Wyo-
mang, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, North Dakota,

Texas, and Alaska. Each study shall identify the location

Jor facility placement that would provide the most complete

coverage for areas not currently covered by NEXRAD

radar.
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