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Designating November 20, 1999, as “National Survivors for Prevention of
Suicide Day”.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 11, 1999

Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. JornsonN, Mr. WELLSTONE, Mr.
EDWARDS, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. BRYAN, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
CLELAND, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEvVIN, Mr. HaTCH, Mr.
CONRAD, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BREAUX, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BAU-
cus, Mrs. LinconN, Mr. Konn, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. MOYNIIIAN, Mr. DoODD, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. BURNS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CAMPBELL,
Mr. CrAIG, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. DoMmENICI, Mr. ABrAHAM, Ms. Connins, Ms. SNOwE, Mr. Ror,
Mr. Innorg, Mr. HeLMS, Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. RoBB, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. MACK, and Mr. NICKLES) submitted the
following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary

SEPTEMBER 23 (legislative day, SEPTEMBER 22), 1999
Mr. Harch, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported the following
resolution without amendment
SEPTEMBER 24, 1999

Considered and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Designating November 20, 1999, as “National Survivors for

Prevention of Suicide Day”.
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Whereas the 105th Congress, in Senate Resolution 84 and
House Resolution 212, recognized suicide as a national

problem and suicide prevention as a national priority;

Whereas the Surgeon General has publicly recognized suicide

as a public health problem;

Whereas the resolutions of the 105th Congress called for a
collaboration between public and private organizations

and individuals concerned with suicide;

Whereas in the United States, more than 30,000 people take

their own lives each year;

Whereas suicide is the 8th leading cause of death in the
United States and the 3rd major cause of death among

young people aged 15 through 19;

Whereas the suicide rate among young people has more than
tripled in the last 4 decades, a fact that is a tragedy in
itself and a source of devastation to millions of family

members and loved ones;

Whereas every year in the United States, 200,000 people be-
come suicide survivors (people that have lost a loved one
to suicide), and there are approximately 8,000,000 sui-

cide survivors in the United States today;

Whereas society still needlessly stigmatizes both the people

that take their own lives and suicide survivors;

Whereas there i1s a need for greater outreach to suicide sur-

vivors because, all too often, they are left alone to grieve;

Whereas suicide survivors are often helped to rebuild their

lives through a network of support with fellow survivors;

Whereas suicide survivors play an essential role in educating
communities about the risks of suicide and the need to

develop suicide prevention strategies; and
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Whereas suicide survivors contribute to suicide prevention re-
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search by providing essential information about the envi-
ronmental and genetic backgrounds of the deceased:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1)(A) designates November 20, 1999, as “Na-
tional Survivors for Prevention of Suicide Day”’; and

(B) requests that the President issue a procla-
mation calling on Federal, State, and local adminis-
trators and the people of the United States to ob-
serve the day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities;

(2) encourages the involvement of suicide sur-
vivors in healing activities and prevention programs;

(3) acknowledges that suicide survivors face dis-
tinct obstacles in their grieving;

(4) recognizes that suicide survivors can be a
source of support and strength to each other;

(5) recognizes that suicide survivors have
played a leading role in organizations dedicated to
reducing suicide through research, education, and
treatment programs; and

(6) acknowledges the efforts of suicide survivors

in their prevention, education, and advocacy activi-
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ties to eliminate stigma and to reduce the incidence

of suicide.
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