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A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to author-
ize a cost-of-living adjustment in the rates of dis-
ability compensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and dependency and indem-
nity compensation for survivors of such veterans
and to revise and improve certain veterans com-
pensation, pension, and memorial affairs pro-
erams; and for other purposes.

OCTOBER 29, 1997

Reported with an amendment and an amendment to the
title
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[Report No. 105-120]

To amend title 38, United States Code, to authorize a cost-of-living adjust-
ment in the rates of disability compensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and dependency and indemnity eompensation for
survivors of such veterans and to revise and improve certain veterans
compensation, pension, and memorial affairs programs; and for other
purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 7, 1997
Mr. SPECTER (by request) introduced the following bill; which was read twice

and referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

OCTOBER 29, 1997
Reported by Mr. SPECTER, with an amendment and an amendment to the title

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to authorize a cost-
of-living adjustment in the rates of disability compensa-
tion for veterans with service-connected disabilities and
dependency and indemnity compensation for survivors
of such veterans and to revise and improve certain veter-
ans compensation, pension, and memorial affairs pro-

orams; and for other purposes.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNIT-
ED STATES CODE:
a seetton or other provistor; the referenee shall be constd-
ered to be made to a seetion or other provisten of title
TS F—COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS

SEG: 101 INCREASE IN COMPENSATION RATES AND EIVH-

TATIONS.
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Pecember 5 19974 as a result of a determination under
Hrnited States Codes
to be pubhished by reasen of a determination made under
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SEC. 102. ROUNDING DOWN OF COMPENSATION-RATE IN-
CREASES.

ereases by a speetfied pereentaee; or whieh direets the

SEG: 103: EXTENSION OF INCOME-VERIFICATION AUTHOR-
ITY,

() Subparneraph (D} of seetion 6103CEHT of the

SEG: 104: EXTENSION OF LEHIMITATION ON PENSION FOR
CERTAIN RECIPIENTS OF MEDICAID-COV-
ERED NURSING HOME CARE.

araph (-
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SEC. 105. PROHIBITION REGARDING PAYMENT OF COM-
PENSATION FOR DISABILITY OR DEATH DUE
TO FTOBACCO USE:
upon effeets of tobaeeo produets
e Notwihstrtdite iy other proviston of b o
abthity or death frem a disease or injury which beecame
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SEC. 106. REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
COMPENSATION AND PENSION MEDICAL EX-
AMINATIONS.

States Code; 1s amended by addine at the end of sub-
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Ay i the ease of the establishment of &
made on the land to be converted ito &
of—
tery; and
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“expetded—
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Veterans” Compensation
Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 19977
SEC. 2. INCREASE IN COMPENSATION RATES AND LIMITA-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) The Secretary of Veterans Af-

Jawrs shall, as provided in paragraph (2), increase, effective

December 1, 1997, the rates of and limitations on Depart-

*S 987 RS
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9
ment of Veterans Affairs disability compensation and de-
pendency and indemnity compensation.

(2) The Secretary shall increase each of the rates and
limitations in sections 1114, 1115(1), 1162, 1311, 13153,
and 1314 of title 38, United States Code, that were in-
creased by reason of the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-
Liwving Adjustment Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-263; 110
Stat. 3212). This increase shall be made in such rates and
limitations as in effect on November 30, 1997, and shall
be by the same percentage that benefit amounts payable
under title II of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401
et seq.) are increased effective December 1, 1997, as a result
of a determination under section 215(1) of such Act (42
URS.C. 415(7)).

(3) In the computation of increased dollar amounts
pursuant to paragraph (2), any amount which as so com-
puted is not an even multiple of $1 shall be rounded to
the next lower whole dollar amount.

(b) SpeciAL RuULE—The Secretary may adjust ad-
munastratwvely, consistent with the increases made under
subsection (a), the rates of disability compensation payable
to persons within the purview of section 10 of Public Law
85-857 (72 Stat. 1263) who are not in receipt of compensa-
tion payable pursuant to chapter 11 of title 38, United
States Code.

*S 987 RS
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(¢) PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT—At the same time
as the matters specified in section 215(1)(2)(D) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 415(1)(2)(D)) are required to be
published by reason of a determination made under section
215(1) of such Act during fiscal year 1998, the Secretary
shall publish in the Federal Register the rates and limita-
tions referred to in subsection (a)(2) as increased under this
section.

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to increase,
effective as of December 1, 1997, the rates of disability
compensation for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities, and the rates of dependency and indemmnity com-
pensation for survivors of certain service-connected dis-

abled veterans, and for other purposes.”.
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