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1587 

Week Ending Friday, January 2, 2009 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the 2008 Global 
Nuclear Security Report 
December 23, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress, 
consistent with the requirements of section 
3134 of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110– 
181), the enclosed report entitled, ‘‘The 
Global Nuclear Security Report 2008.’’ 

This report, compiled by the Departments 
of State, Defense, and Energy, provides a list 
of all known sites worldwide containing nu-
clear weapons, formula quantities of strategic 
special nuclear material, and related equip-
ment. It also details the United States com-
prehensive nuclear nonproliferation effort 
designed to help secure nuclear material, 
equipment, and expertise worldwide, and co-
operation with international partners on this 
crucial global imperative. The report in-
cludes information on program plans and 
priorities, interagency cooperation, program-
matic and budgetary requirements, and 
international engagement related to this vital 
national security priority. We have expanded 
and accelerated our nuclear security and 
nonproliferation efforts internationally to 
now include partnerships with over 100 
countries worldwide. 

I am proud of the significant accomplish-
ments the United States has achieved to help 
address the risk of nuclear proliferation and 
secure nuclear materials globally, as outlined 
in this report. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. This 
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 29. 

Proclamation 8332—To Implement 
the United States-Oman Free Trade 
Agreement 
December 29, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. On January 19, 2006, the United States 

entered into the United States-Oman Free 
Trade Agreement (the ‘‘Agreement’’). The 
Congress approved the Agreement in section 
101(a) of the United States-Oman Free 
Trade Agreement Implementation Act (the 
‘‘Implementation Act’’) (Public Law 109– 
283, 120 Stat. 1191) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note). 

2. Section 105(a) of the Implementation 
Act authorizes the President to establish or 
designate within the Department of Com-
merce an office that shall be responsible for 
providing administrative assistance to panels 
established under chapter 20 of the Agree-
ment. 

3. Section 201 of the Implementation Act 
authorizes the President to proclaim such 
modifications or continuation of any duty, 
such continuation of duty-free or excise treat-
ment, or such additional duties, as the Presi-
dent determines to be necessary or appro-
priate to carry out or apply Articles 2.3, 2.5, 
2.6, 3.2.8, and 3.2.9, and the schedule of duty 
reductions with respect to Oman set forth 
in Annex 2–B of the Agreement. 

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the 
Implementation Act, Oman is to be removed 
from the enumeration of designated bene-
ficiary developing countries eligible for the 
benefits of the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP) on the date the Agreement 
entered into force. Further, consistent with 
section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974, as 
amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2483), 
I have determined that other technical and 
conforming changes to the Harmonized Tar-
iff Schedule of the United States (HTS) are 
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1588 Dec. 29 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

necessary to reflect that Oman is no longer 
eligible to receive the benefits of the GSP. 

5. Section 202 of the Implementation Act 
sets forth certain rules for determining 
whether a good is an originating good for the 
purpose of implementing preferential tariff 
treatment provided for under the Agree-
ment. I have decided that it is necessary to 
include these rules of origin, together with 
particular rules applicable to certain other 
goods, in the HTS. 

6. Section 204 of the Implementation Act 
authorizes the President to take certain en-
forcement actions relating to trade with 
Oman in textile and apparel goods. 

7. Subtitle B of title III of the Implementa-
tion Act authorizes the President to take cer-
tain actions in response to a request by an 
interested party for relief from serious dam-
age or actual threat thereof to a domestic 
industry producing certain textile or apparel 
articles. 

8. Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 
1972, as amended, established the Com-
mittee for the Implementation of Textile 
Agreements (CITA), consisting of represent-
atives of the Departments of State, the Treas-
ury, Commerce and Labor, and the Office 
of the United States Trade Representative, 
with the representative of the Department 
of Commerce as Chairman, to supervise the 
implementation of textile trade agreements. 
Consistent with section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, when carrying out functions 
vested in the President by statute and as-
signed by the President to CITA, the officials 
collectively exercising those functions are all 
to be officers required to be appointed by 
the President with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. 

9. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amend-
ed, authorizes the President to embody in 
the HTS the substance of relevant provisions 
of that Act, or other Acts affecting import 
treatment, and of actions taken thereunder, 
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or 
other import restriction. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 

to section 604 of the 1974 Act; sections 
105(a), 201, 202, and 204, and subtitle B of 
title III, of the Implementation Act; and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, and 
having made the determination under sec-
tion 101(b) of the Implementation Act nec-
essary for the exchange of notes, do hereby 
proclaim: 

(1) In order to provide generally for the 
preferential tariff treatment being accorded 
under the Agreement, to set forth rules for 
determining whether goods imported into 
the customs territory of the United States are 
eligible for preferential tariff treatment 
under the Agreement, to provide certain 
other treatment to originating goods of 
Oman for the purposes of the Agreement, 
to provide tariff-rate quotas with respect to 
certain originating goods of Oman, to reflect 
Oman’s removal from the enumeration of 
designated beneficiary developing countries 
for purposes of the GSP, and to make tech-
nical and conforming changes in the general 
notes to the HTS, the HTS is modified as 
set forth in Annex I of Publication 4050 of 
the United States International Trade Com-
mission, entitled, Modifications to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States 
Implementing the United States-Oman Free 
Trade Agreement (Publication 4050), which 
is incorporated by reference into this procla-
mation. 

(2) In order to implement the initial stage 
of duty elimination provided for in the 
Agreement and to provide for future staged 
reductions in duties for originating goods of 
Oman for purposes of the Agreement, the 
HTS is modified as provided in Annex II of 
Publication 4050, effective on the dates spec-
ified in the relevant sections of such publica-
tion and on any subsequent dates set forth 
for such duty reductions in that publication. 

(3) The amendments to the HTS made by 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of this proclamation 
shall be effective with respect to goods en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after the relevant dates indi-
cated in Annex II of Publication 4050. 

(4) The Secretary of Commerce is author-
ized to exercise my authority under section 
105(a) of the Implementation Act to establish 
or designate an office within the Department 
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1589 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Dec. 30 

of Commerce to carry out the functions set 
forth in that section. 

(5) The CITA is authorized to exercise my 
authority under section 204 of the Imple-
mentation Act to exclude textile and apparel 
goods from the customs territory of the 
United States; to determine whether an en-
terprise’s production of, and capability to 
produce, goods are consistent with state-
ments by the enterprise; to find that an en-
terprise has knowingly or willfully engaged 
in circumvention; and to deny preferential 
tariff treatment to textile and apparel goods. 

(6) The CITA is authorized to exercise the 
functions of the President under subtitle B 
of title III of the Implementation Act to re-
view requests, and to determine whether to 
commence consideration of such requests; to 
cause to be published in the Federal Register 
a notice of commencement of consideration 
of a request and notice seeking public com-
ment thereon; to determine whether imports 
of an Omani textile or apparel article are 
causing serious damage, or actual threat 
thereof, to a domestic industry producing an 
article that is like, or directly competitive 
with, the imported article; and to provide re-
lief from imports of an article that is the sub-
ject of such a determination. 

(7) All provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of December, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 31. 

Proclamation 8333—National 
Mentoring Month, 2009 
December 30, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Mentoring Month, we 

recognize the millions of individuals who 
dedicate themselves to making a difference 
in the lives of others, and we underscore our 
commitment to supporting these soldiers in 
America’s armies of compassion. 

Every day across our great Nation, men 
and women of many different backgrounds 
work to inspire our next generation of lead-
ers. By sharing their time and experiences, 
mentors help instill important values that en-
courage America’s youth to set high goals and 
achieve their dreams. Mentors demonstrate 
that the strength of our Nation lies in the 
hearts and souls of our citizens and that a 
positive influence in someone’s life helps 
them secure a more hopeful future. 

My Administration has been committed to 
building a culture of service, citizenship, and 
responsibility. Through the Mentoring Chil-
dren of Prisoners program, volunteers help 
provide consistent guidance and support so 
that these children can lead lives of oppor-
tunity and achievement. The USA Freedom 
Corps is strengthening mentoring opportuni-
ties in America and spreading a message of 
hope across our Nation. The Helping Amer-
ica’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura 
Bush, motivates caring adults to connect with 
youth to help them to grow up to be respon-
sible and successful adults. By working to-
gether, we can enrich the lives of our next 
generation and continue a legacy of kindness 
and encouragement. 

I appreciate our Nation’s mentors and all 
those who contribute to their community by 
helping to change a child’s life. For more 
information on volunteering to be a mentor, 
visit volunteer.gov. During National Men-
toring Month, we honor the many Americans 
who have touched the lives of others with 
their compassion, and we reflect on their ef-
forts toward building a stronger and brighter 
future for all. 
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1590 Dec. 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim January 2009 as 
National Mentoring Month. I call upon the 
people of the United States to recognize the 
importance of mentoring, to look for oppor-
tunities to serve as mentors in their commu-
nities, and to observe this month with appro-
priate activities and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., January 6, 2009] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on January 7. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Certifying Actions Related to the 
Protocol Additional to the 
Agreement Between the United 
States of America and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
for the Application of Safeguards in 
the United States of America 
December 30, 2008 

Dear lllll : 
I have considered the Protocol Additional 

to the Agreement between the United States 
of America and the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency for the Application of Safe-
guards in the United States of America, with 
Annexes, signed at Vienna on June 12, 1998 
(the ‘‘U.S.-IAEA Additional Protocol’’) (T. 
Doc. 107–7), along with the views, rec-
ommendations, and statements of all inter-
ested executive branch agencies. In accord-
ance with the first condition of the March 
31, 2004, Senate resolution of advice and 
consent to ratification of the U.S.- IAEA Ad-
ditional Protocol, I hereby certify that not 
later than 180 days after the deposit of the 
United States instrument of ratification: 

1. all necessary regulations will be promul-
gated and will be in force regarding the 
use of the National Security Exclusion 
under Article 1.b of the U.S.-IAEA Ad-
ditional Protocol, and such regulations 
shall be made in accordance with the 
principles developed for the application 
of the National Security Exclusion; 

2. the managed access provisions of Arti-
cles 7 and 1.c of the U.S.-IAEA Addi-
tional Protocol shall be implemented in 
accordance with the appropriate and 
necessary interagency guidance and reg-
ulation regarding such access; and 

3. the necessary security and counterintel-
ligence training and preparation will 
have been completed for any declared 
locations of direct national security sig-
nificance. 

In accordance with the second condition 
of the March 31, 2004, Senate resolution of 
advice and consent to ratification of the U.S.- 
IAEA Additional Protocol, I hereby certify 
that the necessary site vulnerability assess-
ments regarding activities, locations, and in-
formation of direct national security signifi-
cance to the United States will be completed 
not later than 180 days after the deposit of 
the United States instrument of ratification 
for the initial United States declaration to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency under 
the U.S.-IAEA Additional Protocol. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ike Skelton, 
chairman, and Duncan Hunter, ranking member, 
House Committee on Armed Services; Howard 
L. Berman, chairman, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, 
ranking member, House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs; Carl Levin, chairman, and John McCain, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on Armed 
Services; and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and 
Richard G. Lugar, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Message on the Observance of New 
Year’s Day, 2009 
December 31, 2008 

New Year’s Day is an opportunity to re-
member the events of the past and look for-
ward with hope to the year ahead. 
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1591 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Dec. 31 

This New Year is an exciting time for our 
country, as the peaceful transfer of power is 
one of the hallmarks of a true democracy. 
We are preparing to welcome a new Presi-
dent into office, and we celebrate in a spirit 
of unity: one Nation, under God, with liberty 
and justice for all. 

As my time in office comes to a close, I 
thank the American people for trusting me 
with the honor of serving our great country. 
It has been a tremendous privilege, and to-
gether we have accomplished a great deal. 
Among other things, we have advanced the 
cause of human freedom; we have strength-
ened our military and our Nation’s security; 
we have empowered parents to demand edu-
cational excellence for their children; and we 
have revolutionized the fight against poverty, 
corruption, and the scourge of disease 
around the world. 

Earlier this year, I promised that I would 
sprint to the finish of my time as President. 
We are working hard to keep that promise. 
Despite the challenges we face, nothing en-
courages me more than the character of the 
American people, whose acts of courage and 
service sustain our free society and make this 
the greatest country on Earth. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for a 
happy New Year. May God bless you, and 
may God continue to bless America. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message. 

Proclamation 8334—To Extend 
Duty-Free Treatment for Certain 
Agricultural Products of Israel and 
for Other Purposes 
December 31, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. On April 22, 1985, the United States 

and Israel entered into the Agreement on the 
Establishment of a Free Trade Area between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of Israel 
(USIFTA), which the Congress approved in 

the United States-Israel Free Trade Area Im-
plementation Act of 1985 (the ‘‘USIFTA 
Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2112 note). 

2. In order to maintain the general level 
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to agricultural trade 
with Israel, on July 27, 2004, the United 
States entered into an agreement with Israel 
concerning certain aspects of trade in agri-
cultural products during the period January 
1, 2004, through December 31, 2008 (the 
‘‘2004 Agreement’’). The 2004 Agreement 
reflects an effort by the United States and 
Israel to address, through 2008, their con-
tinuing differences over the meaning of cer-
tain provisions in the USIFTA governing ac-
cess for U.S. agricultural products to Israel’s 
market. 

3. Section 4(b) of the USIFTA Act pro-
vides that, whenever the President deter-
mines that it is necessary to maintain the gen-
eral level of reciprocal and mutually advan-
tageous concessions with respect to Israel 
provided for by the USIFTA, the President 
may proclaim such withdrawal, suspension, 
modification, or continuance of any duty, or 
such continuance of existing duty-free or ex-
cise treatment, or such additional duties as 
the President determines to be required or 
appropriate to carry out the USIFTA. 

4. In Proclamation 7826 of October 4, 
2004, consistent with the 2004 Agreement, 
I proclaimed modifications to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States 
(HTS) to provide duty-free access into the 
United States through December 31, 2008, 
for specified quantities of certain agricultural 
products of Israel. 

5. On December 10, 2008, the United 
States entered into an agreement with Israel 
to extend the period that the 2004 Agree-
ment is in force through December 31, 2009, 
to allow additional time for the two govern-
ments to conclude an agreement to replace 
the 2004 Agreement. 

6. Pursuant to section 4(b) of the USIFTA 
Act, I have determined that it is necessary, 
in order to maintain the general level of re-
ciprocal and mutually advantageous conces-
sions with respect to Israel provided for by 
the USIFTA, to provide duty-free access into 
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1592 Dec. 31 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

the United States through the close of De-
cember 31, 2009, for specified quantities of 
certain agricultural products of Israel. 

7. On June 6, 2003, the United States and 
Chile entered into the United States-Chile 
Free Trade Agreement (USCFTA). The 
Congress approved the USCFTA in section 
101(a) of the United States-Chile Free Trade 
Agreement Implementation Act (the 
‘‘USCFTA Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note). In 
Proclamation 7746 of December 30, 2003, 
I proclaimed the tariff treatment called for 
under the USCFTA. 

8. Section 201(b) of the USCFTA Act au-
thorizes the President, subject to the con-
sultation and layover requirements of section 
103(a) of the USCFTA Act, to proclaim such 
modifications to the staging of duty treat-
ment set forth in Annex 3.3 of the USCFTA 
as the United States may agree to with Chile, 
as the President determines to be necessary 
or appropriate to maintain the general level 
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to Chile provided for 
by the USCFTA. 

9. On November 26, 2008, the United 
States entered into an agreement with Chile 
that includes an accelerated schedule of duty 
elimination under the USCFTA for specific 
originating goods of Chile. The consultation 
and layover requirements of section 103(a) 
of the USCFTA Act with respect to the accel-
erated schedule of duty elimination were sat-
isfied as of November 8, 2008. 

10. Pursuant to section 201(b) of the 
USCFTA Act, I have determined that modi-
fications hereinafter proclaimed of rates of 
duties on originating goods of Chile are nec-
essary or appropriate to maintain the general 
level of reciprocal and mutually advan-
tageous concessions with respect to Chile 
provided for by the USCFTA and to carry 
out the agreement with Chile on an acceler-
ated schedule of duty elimination for specific 
originating goods of Chile. 

11. On May 18, 2004, the United States 
and Australia entered into the United States- 
Australia Free Trade Agreement (USAFTA). 
The Congress approved the USAFTA in sec-
tion 101(a) of the United States-Australia 
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act 
(the ‘‘USAFTA Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note). 
In Proclamation 7857 of December 20, 2004, 

I proclaimed the rules of origin called for 
under the USAFTA. 

12. Section 203(o) of the USAFTA Act au-
thorizes the President, subject to the con-
sultation and layover requirements of section 
104 of the USAFTA Act, to proclaim such 
modifications to the rules of origin as are nec-
essary to implement an agreement with Aus-
tralia pursuant to article 4.2.5 of the 
USAFTA. 

13. On October 10, 2008, the United 
States entered into an agreement with Aus-
tralia pursuant to article 4.2.5 of the 
USAFTA to amend the USAFTA rule of ori-
gin for certain yarns of viscose rayon fiber. 
The consultation and layover requirements 
of section 104 of the USAFTA Act with re-
spect to the proposed modification of the 
USAFTA rules of origin were satisfied as of 
December 24, 2008. 

14. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974, 
as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 
2483), authorizes the President to embody 
in the HTS the substance of relevant provi-
sions of that Act, or other acts affecting im-
port treatment, and of actions taken there-
under. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including section 4 of the 
USIFTA Act, section 201(b) of the USCFTA 
Act, section 203(o) of the USAFTA Act, sec-
tion 604 of the 1974 Act, and section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, do proclaim 
that: 

(1) In order to implement U.S. tariff com-
mitments under the 2004 Agreement 
through December 31, 2009, the HTS is 
modified as provided in Annex I to this proc-
lamation. 

(2)(a) The modifications to the HTS made 
by Annex I to this proclamation shall 
be effective with respect to goods that 
are the product of Israel and are en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse 
for consumption, on or after January 
1, 2009. 

(b) The provisions of subchapter VIII of 
chapter 99 of the HTS, as modified 
by Annex I to this proclamation, shall 
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1593 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

continue in effect through December 
31, 2009. 

(3) In order to provide for an accelerated 
schedule of duty elimination for specific orig-
inating goods of Chile, the tariff treatment 
set forth in the HTS is modified as provided 
in Annex II to this proclamation. 

(4) The modifications made to the HTS 
by Annex II to this proclamation shall be ef-
fective with respect to goods entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, 
on or after January 1, 2009. 

(5) In order to implement the agreement 
with Australia to change the USAFTA rules 
of origin for certain yarns of viscose rayon 
fiber, the HTS is modified as provided in 
Annex III to this proclamation. 

(6) The modifications made to the HTS 
by Annex III to this proclamation shall enter 
into effect on the date that the United States 
Trade Representative announces in a notice 
published in the Federal Register that Aus-
tralia has completed its applicable domestic 
procedures to give effect to the agreement 
to change the USAFTA rules of origin for 
certain yarns of viscose rayon fiber and shall 
be effective with respect to originating goods 
of Australia entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after the 
date indicated in the notice. 

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of December, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., January 6, 2009] 

NOTE: This proclamation and its attached annexes 
will be published in the Federal Register on Janu-
ary 7. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

December 25 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 

December 26 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

December 27 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with King Abdallah bin 
Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia to dis-
cuss the situation in the Middle East. 

December 29 
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with King Abdullah II of 
Jordan to discuss the situation in the Middle 
East. He then had an intelligence briefing. 
Later, he participated in a video teleconfer-
ence with Vice President Dick Cheney, 
White House Chief of Staff Joshua B. Bolten, 
and National Security Adviser Stephen J. 
Hadley to discuss the situation in the Middle 
East and U.S. efforts to help reach a cease- 
fire. 

December 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then had a video tele-
conference with Vice President Dick Che-
ney, White House Chief of Staff Joshua B. 
Bolten, and National Security Adviser Ste-
phen J. Hadley to discuss the situation in the 
Middle East. Later, he had a telephone con-
versation with President Mohamed Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt to discuss the situation in 
the Middle East. 

Later in the morning, the President had 
separate telephone conversations with Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) and 
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Prime Minister Salam Fayyad of the Pales-
tinian Authority to discuss the situation in 
the Middle East and their efforts to reach 
a ceasefire as well as U.S. humanitarian aid 
to the region. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice to discuss the situation in 
the Middle East. 

December 31 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone 
conversation with Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert of Israel to discuss the situation in 
the Middle East. He then had separate tele-
phone conversations with Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India and President Asif 
Ali Zardari of Pakistan to discuss the Mumbai 
terrorist attacks investigation and India-Paki-
stan relations. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome First Vice President 
of the Government of National Unity of 
Sudan and President of Southern Sudan 
Salva Kiir Mayardit to the White House on 
January 5, 2009. 

January 1 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President-elect 
Barack Obama. 

January 2 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Mrs. Bush will host Secretary- 
General Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations 
and his wife, Yoo (Ban) Soon-taek, for lunch 
at the White House on January 6, 2009. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
New Hampshire and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local recovery efforts 
in the area struck by a severe winter storm 
beginning on December 11 and continuing. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released December 29 

Transcript of a press briefing by National 
Security Council Press Secretary Gordon 
Johndroe 

Released December 30 

Transcript of a press briefing by National 
Security Council Press Secretary Gordon 
Johndroe 

Released December 31 

Transcript of a press briefing by National 
Security Council Press Secretary Gordon 
Johndroe 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
President Bush to Meet with Salva Kiir, First 
Vice President of the Government of Na-
tional Unity of Sudan and President of the 
Government of Southern Sudan 

Released January 2 

Transcript of a press briefing by National 
Security Council Press Secretary Gordon 
Johndroe 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
The President and Mrs. Bush’s Lunch with 
the United Nations Secretary-General and 
Mrs. Ban Soon-taek 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New Hampshire 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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