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Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Dec. 31

This New Year is an exciting time for our
country, as the peaceful transfer of power is
one of the hallmarks of a true democracy.
We are preparing to welcome a new Presi-
dent into office, and we celebrate in a spirit
of unity: one Nation, under God, with liberty
and justice for all.

As my time in office comes to a close, I
thank the American people for trusting me
with the honor of serving our great country.
It has been a tremendous privilege, and to-
gether we have accomplished a great deal.
Among other things, we have advanced the
cause of human freedom; we have strength-
ened our military and our Nation’s security;
we have empowered parents to demand edu-
cational excellence for their children; and we
have revolutionized the fight against poverty,
corruption, and the scourge of disease
around the world.

Earlier this year, I promised that I would
sprint to the finish of my time as President.
We are working hard to keep that promise.
Despite the challenges we face, nothing en-
courages me more than the character of the
American people, whose acts of courage and
service sustain our free society and make this
the greatest country on Earth.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
happy New Year. May God bless you, and
may God continue to bless America.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8334—To Extend
Duty-Free Treatment for Certain
Agricultural Products of Israel and
for Other Purposes

December 31, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On April 22, 1985, the United States
and Israel entered into the Agreement on the
Establishment of a Free Trade Area between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Israel
(USIFTA), which the Congress approved in
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the United States-Israel Free Trade Area Im-
plementation Act of 1985 (the “USIFTA
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2112 note).

2. In order to maintain the general level
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to agricultural trade
with Israel, on July 27, 2004, the United
States entered into an agreement with Israel
concerning certain aspects of trade in agri-
cultural products during the period January
1, 2004, through December 31, 2008 (the
“2004 Agreement”). The 2004 Agreement
reflects an effort by the United States and
Israel to address, through 2008, their con-
tinuing differences over the meaning of cer-
tain provisions in the USIFTA governing ac-
cess for U.S. agricultural products to Israel’s
market.

3. Section 4(b) of the USIFTA Act pro-
vides that, whenever the President deter-
mines that it is necessary to maintain the gen-
eral level of reciprocal and mutually advan-
tageous concessions with respect to Israel
provided for by the USIFTA, the President
may proclaim such withdrawal, suspension,
modification, or continuance of any duty, or
such continuance of existing duty-free or ex-
cise treatment, or such additional duties as
the President determines to be required or
appropriate to carry out the USIFTA.

4. In Proclamation 7826 of October 4,
2004, consistent with the 2004 Agreement,
I proclaimed modifications to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTS) to provide duty-free access into the
United States through December 31, 2008,
for specified quantities of certain agricultural
products of Israel.

5. On December 10, 2008, the United
States entered into an agreement with Israel
to extend the period that the 2004 Agree-
ment is in force through December 31, 2009,
to allow additional time for the two govern-
ments to conclude an agreement to replace
the 2004 Agreement.

6. Pursuant to section 4(b) of the USIFTA
Act, T have determined that it is necessary,
in order to maintain the general level of re-
ciprocal and mutually advantageous conces-
sions with respect to Israel provided for by
the USIFTA, to provide duty-free access into
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the United States through the close of De-
cember 31, 2009, for specified quantities of
certain agricultural products of Israel.

7. On June 6, 2003, the United States and
Chile entered into the United States-Chile
Free Trade Agreement (USCFTA). The
Congress approved the USCFTA in section
101(a) of the United States-Chile Free Trade
Agreement  Implementation  Act (the
“USCFTA Act”) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note). In
Proclamation 7746 of December 30, 2003,
I proclaimed the tariff treatment called for
under the USCFTA.

8. Section 201(b) of the USCFTA Act au-
thorizes the President, subject to the con-
sultation and layover requirements of section
103(a) of the USCFTA Act, to proclaim such
modifications to the staging of duty treat-
ment set forth in Annex 3.3 of the USCFTA
as the United States may agree to with Chile,
as the President determines to be necessary
or appropriate to maintain the general level
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to Chile provided for
by the USCFTA.

9. On November 26, 2008, the United
States entered into an agreement with Chile
that includes an accelerated schedule of duty
elimination under the USCFTA for specific
originating goods of Chile. The consultation
and layover requirements of section 103(a)
of the USCFTA Act with respect to the accel-
erated schedule of duty elimination were sat-
isfied as of November 8, 2008.

10. Pursuant to section 201(b) of the
USCFTA Act, I have determined that modi-
fications hereinafter proclaimed of rates of
duties on originating goods of Chile are nec-
essary or appropriate to maintain the general
level of reciprocal and mutually advan-
tageous concessions with respect to Chile
provided for by the USCFTA and to carry
out the agreement with Chile on an acceler-
ated schedule of duty elimination for specific
originating goods of Chile.

11. On May 18, 2004, the United States
and Australia entered into the United States-
Australia Free Trade Agreement (USAFTA).
The Congress approved the USAFTA in sec-
tion 101(a) of the United States-Australia
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(the “USAFTA Act”) (19 U.S.C. 3805 note).
In Proclamation 7857 of December 20, 2004,
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I proclaimed the rules of origin called for
under the USAFTA.

12. Section 203(o) of the USAFTA Act au-
thorizes the President, subject to the con-
sultation and layover requirements of section
104 of the USAFTA Act, to proclaim such
modifications to the rules of origin as are nec-
essary to implement an agreement with Aus-
tralia pursuant to article 4.2.5 of the
USAFTA.

13. On October 10, 2008, the United
States entered into an agreement with Aus-
tralia pursuant to article 4.2.5 of the
USAFTA to amend the USAFTA rule of ori-
gin for certain yarns of viscose rayon fiber.
The consultation and layover requirements
of section 104 of the USAFTA Act with re-
spect to the proposed modification of the
USAFTA rules of origin were satisfied as of
December 24, 2008.

14. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (the “1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C.
2483), authorizes the President to embody
in the HTS the substance of relevant provi-
sions of that Act, or other acts affecting im-
port treatment, and of actions taken there-
under.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 4 of the
USIFTA Act, section 201(b) of the USCFTA
Act, section 203(0) of the USAFTA Act, sec-
tion 604 of the 1974 Act, and section 301
of title 3, United States Code, do proclaim
that:

(1) In order to implement U.S. tariff com-
mitments under the 2004 Agreement
through December 31, 2009, the HTS is
modified as provided in Annex I to this proc-
lamation.

(2)(a) The modifications to the HTS made
by Annex I to this proclamation shall
be effective with respect to goods that
are the product of Israel and are en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after January
1, 2009.

(b) The provisions of subchapter VIII of
chapter 99 of the HTS, as modified
by Annex I to this proclamation, shall
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continue in effect through December
31, 2009.

(3) In order to provide for an accelerated
schedule of duty elimination for specific orig-
inating goods of Chile, the tariff treatment
set forth in the HTS is modified as provided
in Annex IT to this proclamation.

(4) The modifications made to the HTS
by Annex II to this proclamation shall be ef-
fective with respect to goods entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption,

on or after January 1, 2009.

(5) In order to implement the agreement
with Australia to change the USAFTA rules
of origin for certain yarns of viscose rayon
fiber, the HTS is modified as provided in
Annex III to this proclamation.

(6) The modifications made to the HTS
by Annex III to this proclamation shall enter
into effect on the date that the United States
Trade Representative announces in a notice
published in the Federal Register that Aus-
tralia has completed its applicable domestic
procedures to give effect to the agreement
to change the USAFTA rules of origin for
certain yarns of viscose rayon fiber and shall
be effective with respect to originating goods
of Australia entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after the
date indicated in the notice.

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of December,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 6, 2009]

NotE: This proclamation and its attached annexes
will be published in the Federal Register on Janu-

ary 7.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 25

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

December 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX.

December 27

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with King Abdallah bin
Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia to dis-
cuss the situation in the Middle East.

December 29

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with King Abdullah IT of
Jordan to discuss the situation in the Middle
East. He then had an intelligence briefing.
Later, he participated in a video teleconfer-
ence with Vice President Dick Cheney,
White House Chief of Staff Joshua B. Bolten,
and National Security Adviser Stephen ].
Hadley to discuss the situation in the Middle
East and U.S. efforts to help reach a cease-
fire.

December 30

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then had a video tele-
conference with Vice President Dick Che-
ney, White House Chief of Staff Joshua B.
Bolten, and National Security Adviser Ste-
phen J. Hadley to discuss the situation in the
Middle East. Later, he had a telephone con-
versation with President Mohamed Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt to discuss the situation in
the Middle East.

Later in the morning, the President had
separate telephone conversations with Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) and
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