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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 2009 as
National Mentoring Month. I call upon the
people of the United States to recognize the
importance of mentoring, to look for oppor-
tunities to serve as mentors in their commu-
nities, and to observe this month with appro-
priate activities and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of December, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 6, 2009]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 7.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Certifying Actions Related to the
Protocol Additional to the
Agreement Between the United
States of America and the
International Atomic Energy Agency
for the Application of Safeguards in
the United States of America

December 30, 2008

Dear :

I have considered the Protocol Additional
to the Agreement between the United States
of America and the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency for the Application of Safe-
guards in the United States of America, with
Annexes, signed at Vienna on June 12, 1998
(the “U.S.-IAEA Additional Protocol”) (T.
Doc. 107-7), along with the views, rec-
ommendations, and statements of all inter-
ested executive branch agencies. In accord-
ance with the first condition of the March
31, 2004, Senate resolution of advice and
consent to ratification of the U.S.- ITAEA Ad-
ditional Protocol, I hereby certify that not
later than 180 days after the deposit of the
United States instrument of ratification:
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1. all necessary regulations will be promul-
gated and will be in force regarding the
use of the National Security Exclusion
under Article 1.b of the U.S.-IAEA Ad-
ditional Protocol, and such regulations
shall be made in accordance with the
principles developed for the application
of the National Security Exclusion;

2. the managed access provisions of Arti-
cles 7 and 1.c of the U.S.-IAEA Addi-
tional Protocol shall be implemented in
accordance with the appropriate and
necessary interagency guidance and reg-
ulation regarding such access; and

3. the necessary security and counterintel-
ligence training and preparation will
have been completed for any declared
locations of direct national security sig-
nificance.

In accordance with the second condition
of the March 31, 2004, Senate resolution of
advice and consent to ratification of the U.S.-
TAEA Additional Protocol, I hereby certify
that the necessary site vulnerability assess-
ments regarding activities, locations, and in-
formation of direct national security signifi-
cance to the United States will be completed
not later than 180 days after the deposit of
the United States instrument of ratification
for the initial United States declaration to the
International Atomic Energy Agency under
the U.S.-IAEA Additional Protocol.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ike Skelton,
chairman, and Duncan Hunter, ranking member,
House Committee on Armed Services; Howard
L. Berman, chairman, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen,
ranking member, House Committee on Foreign
Affairs; Carl Levin, chairman, and John McCain,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Armed
Services; and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and
Richard G. Lugar, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

Message on the Observance of New
Year’s Day, 2009

December 31, 2008
New Year’s Day is an opportunity to re-

member the events of the past and look for-
ward with hope to the year ahead.
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This New Year is an exciting time for our
country, as the peaceful transfer of power is
one of the hallmarks of a true democracy.
We are preparing to welcome a new Presi-
dent into office, and we celebrate in a spirit
of unity: one Nation, under God, with liberty
and justice for all.

As my time in office comes to a close, I
thank the American people for trusting me
with the honor of serving our great country.
It has been a tremendous privilege, and to-
gether we have accomplished a great deal.
Among other things, we have advanced the
cause of human freedom; we have strength-
ened our military and our Nation’s security;
we have empowered parents to demand edu-
cational excellence for their children; and we
have revolutionized the fight against poverty,
corruption, and the scourge of disease
around the world.

Earlier this year, I promised that I would
sprint to the finish of my time as President.
We are working hard to keep that promise.
Despite the challenges we face, nothing en-
courages me more than the character of the
American people, whose acts of courage and
service sustain our free society and make this
the greatest country on Earth.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
happy New Year. May God bless you, and
may God continue to bless America.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8334—To Extend
Duty-Free Treatment for Certain
Agricultural Products of Israel and
for Other Purposes

December 31, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On April 22, 1985, the United States
and Israel entered into the Agreement on the
Establishment of a Free Trade Area between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Israel
(USIFTA), which the Congress approved in
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the United States-Israel Free Trade Area Im-
plementation Act of 1985 (the “USIFTA
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2112 note).

2. In order to maintain the general level
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to agricultural trade
with Israel, on July 27, 2004, the United
States entered into an agreement with Israel
concerning certain aspects of trade in agri-
cultural products during the period January
1, 2004, through December 31, 2008 (the
“2004 Agreement”). The 2004 Agreement
reflects an effort by the United States and
Israel to address, through 2008, their con-
tinuing differences over the meaning of cer-
tain provisions in the USIFTA governing ac-
cess for U.S. agricultural products to Israel’s
market.

3. Section 4(b) of the USIFTA Act pro-
vides that, whenever the President deter-
mines that it is necessary to maintain the gen-
eral level of reciprocal and mutually advan-
tageous concessions with respect to Israel
provided for by the USIFTA, the President
may proclaim such withdrawal, suspension,
modification, or continuance of any duty, or
such continuance of existing duty-free or ex-
cise treatment, or such additional duties as
the President determines to be required or
appropriate to carry out the USIFTA.

4. In Proclamation 7826 of October 4,
2004, consistent with the 2004 Agreement,
I proclaimed modifications to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTS) to provide duty-free access into the
United States through December 31, 2008,
for specified quantities of certain agricultural
products of Israel.

5. On December 10, 2008, the United
States entered into an agreement with Israel
to extend the period that the 2004 Agree-
ment is in force through December 31, 2009,
to allow additional time for the two govern-
ments to conclude an agreement to replace
the 2004 Agreement.

6. Pursuant to section 4(b) of the USIFTA
Act, T have determined that it is necessary,
in order to maintain the general level of re-
ciprocal and mutually advantageous conces-
sions with respect to Israel provided for by
the USIFTA, to provide duty-free access into
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