
1481 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Dec. 5 

Proclamation 8326—National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2008 
December 5, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On National Pearl Harbor Remembrance 

Day, we mourn the more than 2,400 Ameri-
cans whose lives were lost in the surprise at-
tack on our homeland that changed the 
course of history. Their service and sacrifice 
and the service and sacrifice of all our World 
War II veterans will be forever honored on 
this day by the citizens of a free and grateful 
Nation. 

On December 7, 1941, the enemy nearly 
destroyed our Pacific Fleet, and the United 
States was forced into a long and terrible war. 
A generation of Americans stepped forward 
to fight for our country. Their message to 
America’s enemies was clear: If you attack 
this country and harm our people, there is 
no corner of the Earth remote enough to 
protect you from the reach of our Nation’s 
Armed Forces. 

Following the war the United States 
worked to make our most bitter enemies into 
our closest friends through the trans-
formative power of freedom. The joys of lib-
erty are often secured by the sacrifices of 
those who serve a cause greater than self. 
To honor and recognize the sacrifice of our 
Armed Forces, I have designated nine sites 
as the World War II Valor in the Pacific Na-
tional Monument. This monument will pre-
serve our history and help share this heritage 
with future generations. On this anniversary, 
we honor the heroes who risked and lost their 
lives for our security and freedom. Their self-
less dedication exemplifies the great char-
acter of America and continues to inspire our 
Nation. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, as 
amended, has designated December 7 of 
each year as ‘‘National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2008, as 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
I encourage all Americans to observe this sol-

emn occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. I urge all Federal agencies and 
interested organizations, groups, and individ-
uals to fly the flag of the United States at 
half-staff this December 7 in honor of those 
who died as a result of their service at Pearl 
Harbor. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., December 8, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 9. 

Proclamation 8327—Establishment 
of the World War II Valor in the 
Pacific National Monument 
December 5, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Beginning at Pearl Harbor with the day 

of infamy that saw the sinking of the USS 
ARIZONA and ending on the deck of the 
USS MISSOURI in Tokyo Bay, many of the 
key battles of World War II were waged on 
and near American shores and throughout 
the Pacific. We must always remember the 
debt we owe to the members of the Greatest 
Generation for our liberty. Their gift is an 
enduring peace that transformed enemies 
into steadfast allies in the cause of democracy 
and freedom around the globe. 

Americans will never forget the harrowing 
sacrifices made in the Pacific by soldiers and 
civilians that began at dawn on December 
7, 1941, at Pearl Harbor on the island of 
Oahu. The surprise attack killed more than 
2,000 American military personnel and doz-
ens of civilians and thrust the United States 
fully into World War II. 

America responded and mobilized our 
forces to fight side-by-side with our allies in 
the European, Atlantic, and Pacific theaters. 
The United States Navy engaged in epic sea 
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battles, such as Midway, and our Armed 
Forces fought extraordinary land battles for 
the possession of occupied islands. These 
battles led to significant loss of life for both 
sides, as well as for the island’s native peo-
ples. Battlegrounds such as Guadalcanal, 
Tarawa, Saipan, Guam, Peleliu, the Phil-
ippines, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa are remem-
bered for the heroic sacrifices and valor dis-
played there. 

The conflict raged as far north as the Alas-
kan territory. The United States ultimately 
won the encounter in the Aleutian Island 
chain but not without protracted and costly 
battles. 

There were also sacrifices on the home 
front. Tens of millions of Americans rallied 
to support the war effort, often at great per-
sonal cost. Men and women of all back-
grounds were called upon as industrial work-
ers, volunteers, and civil servants. Many 
Americans valiantly supported the war effort 
even as they struggled for their own civil 
rights. 

In commemoration of this pivotal period 
in our Nation’s history, the World War II 
Valor in the Pacific National Monument adds 
nine historic sites to our national heritage of 
monuments and memorials representing var-
ious aspects of the war in the Pacific. 

Five of those sites are in the Pearl Harbor 
area, which is the home of both the USS AR-
IZONA and the USS MISSOURI—mile-
stones of the Pacific campaign that mark the 
beginning and the end of the war. The sites 
in this area include: the USS ARIZONA Me-
morial and Visitor Center, the USS UTAH 
Memorial, the USS OKLAHOMA Memorial, 
the six Chief Petty Officer Bungalows on 
Ford Island, and mooring quays F6, F7, and 
F8, which constituted part of Battleship Row. 
The USS ARIZONA and USS UTAH vessels 
will not be designated as part of the national 
monument, but instead will be retained by 
the Department of Defense (through the 
Department of the Navy) as the final resting 
place for those entombed there. 

Three sites are located in Alaska’s Aleutian 
Islands. The first is the crash site of a Con-
solidated B–24D Liberator bomber—an air-
craft of a type that played a highly significant 
role in World War II—located on Atka Is-
land. The second is the site of Imperial Ja-

pan’s occupation of Kiska Island, beginning 
in June 1942, which marks the northern limit 
of Imperial Japan’s expansion in the Pacific. 
The Kiska site includes historic relics such 
as Imperial Japanese coastal and antiaircraft 
defenses, camps, roads, an airfield, a sub-
marine base, a seaplane base, and other in-
stallations, as well as the remains of Allied 
defenses, including runway facilities and gun 
batteries. 

The third Aleutian designation is on Attu 
Island, the site of the only land battle fought 
in North America during World War II. It 
still retains the scars of the battle: thousands 
of shell and bomb craters in the tundra; Japa-
nese trenches, foxholes, and gun encamp-
ments; American ammunition magazines and 
dumps; and spent cartridges, shrapnel, and 
shells located at the scenes of heavy fighting. 
Attu later served as a base for bombing mis-
sions against Japanese holdings. 

The last of the nine designations will bring 
increased understanding of the high price 
paid by some Americans on the home front. 
The Tule Lake Segregation Center National 
Historic Landmark and nearby Camp Tule 
Lake in California were both used to house 
Japanese-Americans relocated from the west 
coast of the United States. They encompass 
the original segregation center’s stockade, 
the War Relocation Authority Motor Pool, 
the Post Engineer’s Yard and Motor Pool, 
a small part of the Military Police Com-
pound, several historic structures used by in-
ternees and prisoners of war at Camp Tule 
Lake, and the sprawling landscape that forms 
the historic setting. 

Whereas much of the Federal property 
within the World War II Valor in the Pacific 
National Monument is easily accessible to 
visitors from around the world; 

Whereas the Secretary of the Interior 
should be authorized and directed to inter-
pret the broader story of World War II in 
the Pacific in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Defense, the States of Hawaii, Alas-
ka, and California, and other governmental 
and non-profit organizations; 

Whereas the World War II Valor in the 
Pacific National Monument will promote un-
derstanding of related resources, encourage 
continuing research, present interpretive op-
portunities and programs for visitors to better 
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understand and honor the sacrifices borne 
by the Greatest Generation, and tell the story 
from Pearl Harbor to Peace; 

Whereas section 2 of the Act of June 8, 
1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) (the ‘‘An-
tiquities Act’’) authorizes the President, in his 
discretion, to declare by public proclamation 
historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures, and other objects of historic or 
scientific interest that are situated upon lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of 
the United States to be national monuments, 
and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of 
land, the limits of which in all cases shall be 
confined to the smallest area compatible with 
the proper care and management of the ob-
jects to be protected; 

Whereas it is in the public interest to pre-
serve the areas described above and on the 
attached maps as the World War II Valor 
in the Pacific National Monument; 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by the authority vested in me by section 2 
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the World War 
II Valor in the Pacific National Monument 
for the purpose of protecting the objects de-
scribed above, all lands and interests in lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of 
the United States within the boundaries de-
scribed on the accompanying maps, which 
are attached and form a part of this procla-
mation. The Federal lands and interests in 
land reserved consist of approximately 6,310 
acres, which is the smallest area compatible 
with the proper care and management of the 
objects to be protected. 

All Federal lands and interests in lands 
within the boundaries of this monument are 
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all 
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, leas-
ing, or other disposition under the public 
land laws, including, but not limited to, with-
drawal from location, entry, and patent under 
mining laws, and from disposition under all 
laws relating to mineral and geothermal leas-
ing. 

Management of the National Monument 
The Secretary of the Interior shall manage 

the monument through the National Park 

Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, pursuant to applicable legal authorities, 
to implement the purposes of this proclama-
tion. The National Park Service shall gen-
erally administer the national monument, ex-
cept that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
shall administer the portions of the national 
monument that are within a national wildlife 
refuge. The National Park Service and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may prepare 
an agreement to share, consistent with appli-
cable laws, whatever resources are necessary 
to properly manage the monument. 

For the purposes of preserving, inter-
preting, and enhancing public understanding 
and appreciation of the national monument 
and the broader story of World War II in 
the Pacific, the Secretary of the Interior, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, 
shall prepare a management plan within 3 
years of the date of this proclamation. 

The Secretary of the Interior shall have 
management responsibility for the monu-
ment sites and facilities in Hawaii within the 
boundaries designated on the accompanying 
maps to the extent necessary to implement 
this proclamation, including the responsi-
bility to maintain and repair the Chief Petty 
Officer Bungalows and other monument fa-
cilities. The Department of Defense may re-
tain the authority to control access to those 
sites. The Department of the Interior 
through the National Park Service and the 
Department of the Navy may execute an 
agreement to provide for the operational 
needs and responsibilities of each Depart-
ment in implementing this proclamation. 

Armed Forces Actions 

1. The prohibitions required by this proc-
lamation shall not restrict activities and exer-
cises of the Armed Forces (including those 
carried out by the United States Coast 
Guard). 

2. All activities and exercises of the Armed 
Forces shall be carried out in a manner that 
avoids, to the extent practicable and con-
sistent with operational requirements, ad-
verse impacts on monument resources and 
qualities. 

3. In the event of threatened or actual de-
struction of, loss of, or injury to a monument 
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resource or quality resulting from an inci-
dent, including but not limited to spills and 
groundings, caused by a component of the 
Department of Defense or any other Federal 
agency, the cognizant component shall 
promptly coordinate with the Secretary of 
the Interior for the purpose of taking appro-
priate actions to respond to and mitigate the 
harm and, if possible, restore or replace the 
monument resource or quality. 

4. Nothing in this proclamation or any reg-
ulation implementing it shall limit or other-
wise affect the Armed Forces’ discretion to 
use, maintain, improve, or manage any real 
property under the administrative control of 
a Military Department or otherwise limit the 
availability of such real property for military 
mission purposes. 

The establishment of this monument is 
subject to valid existing rights. 

Nothing in this proclamation shall be 
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, 
reservation, or appropriation; however, the 
national monument shall be the dominant 
reservation. 

Nothing in this proclamation shall alter the 
authority of any Federal agency to take action 
in the monument area where otherwise au-
thorized under applicable legal authorities, 
except as provided by this proclamation. 

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any 
lands thereof. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 9, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation and its annexes will be 
published in the Federal Register on December 
10. 

Remarks on the National Economy 
December 5, 2008 

Today’s job data reflects the fact that our 
economy is in a recession. This is in large 
part because of severe problems in our hous-
ing, credit, and financial markets, which have 
resulted in significant job losses. I’m con-
cerned about our workers who’ve lost jobs 
during this downturn, and I’m—as we work 
to address the problems of this economy, 
we’ve extended unemployment insurance 
benefits to those who have lost their jobs dur-
ing this downturn. 

We are focusing on the root causes of the 
economic downturn in order to return our 
economy to health. The most urgent issue 
facing the economy is the problem in the 
credit markets. Businesses and consumers 
need access to credit at affordable rates to 
spend and invest. And so we’re working to 
stabilize the markets and make credit more 
affordable and available. We’re working with 
the Federal Reserve and FDIC, and credit 
is beginning to move. A market that was fro-
zen is thawing. There’s still more work to 
do, but there are some encouraging signs. 

A root cause of the slowdown is housing. 
And so we continue to take actions that will 
avoid preventable foreclosures and speed a 
return to a healthy housing market. Interest 
rates help the housing market recover, and 
interest rates, mortgage rates are going 
down. And plus there’s a number of pro-
grams in place to help Americans stay in their 
homes, to limit the preventable foreclosures. 

I am concerned about the viability of the 
automobile companies. I’m concerned about 
those who work for the automobile compa-
nies and their families. And likewise, I am 
concerned about taxpayer money being pro-
vided to those companies that may not sur-
vive. Put out a detailed plan recently that 
uses money that Congress appropriated last 
fall for the auto industry, money that can be 
used so long as the companies make hard 
choices on all aspects of their business to 
prove that they can not only survive but 
thrive. 

It is important that Congress act next week 
on this plan. And it’s important to make sure 
that taxpayers’ money be paid back if any is 
given to the companies. 
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