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Statement on Signing the United 
States-India Nuclear Cooperation 
Approval and Nonproliferation 
Enhancement Act 

October 8, 2008 

I am pleased today to sign into law the 
United States-India Nuclear Cooperation 
Approval and Nonproliferation Enhance-
ment Act, which approves the U.S.-India 123 
Agreement. The passage of this legislation by 
the Congress marks another major milestone 
in achieving the vision that Prime Minister 
Singh and I set forth on July 18, 2005, to 
transform the relationship between our two 
countries and to establish a strategic partner-
ship. This act will strengthen the relationship 
between the United States and India and de-
liver valuable benefits to both nations. 

The legislation does not change the terms 
of the 123 Agreement as I submitted it to 
the Congress. That agreement is consistent 
with the Atomic Energy Act and other ele-
ments of U.S. law. This legislation is impor-
tant as it enables me to bring the 123 Agree-
ment into force and to accept on behalf of 
the United States the obligations contained 
in the agreement. 

The agreement grants India advance con-
sent to reprocessing which will be brought 
into effect upon conclusion of arrangements 
and procedures for a dedicated reprocessing 
facility under IAEA safeguards. 

In addition, the legislation does not change 
the fuel assurance commitments that the 
U.S. Government has made to the Govern-
ment of India, as recorded in the 123 Agree-
ment. 

The passage of this legislation reflects the 
common view of my administration and the 
Congress as to the value of nuclear coopera-
tion and is in the interest of the United States 
and India. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India. H.R. 7081, approved 
October 8, was assigned Public Law No. 110–369. 

Proclamation 8203—Leif Erikson 
Day, 2008 
October 8, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Leif Erikson Day, we remember that 

son of Iceland and grandson of Norway for 
his journey to North America, and we cele-
brate the influential role Nordic Americans 
have played in our society. 

Leif Erikson was among the world’s great-
est and most daring explorers. More than 
1,000 years ago, he led a crew across the At-
lantic to North America. Today, the same de-
sire to explore and open new frontiers in-
spires our citizens and contributes to the 
strength of our Nation. 

America’s friendships with Denmark, Fin-
land, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden are 
strong, and Nordic Americans have added to 
our rich cultural diversity and proud ances-
try. On this day, we recognize these individ-
uals for their remarkable achievements in all 
sectors of our society. America is grateful for 
the many contributions of Nordic Americans, 
and we continue to draw inspiration from the 
courage and optimism of the adventurous 
Leif Erikson. 

To honor Leif Erikson and to celebrate 
our citizens of Nordic American heritage, the 
Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88– 
566) approved on September 2, 1964, has au-
thorized the President to proclaim October 
9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2008, as Leif 
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our 
rich Nordic-American heritage. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 10, 2008] 
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