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brought down interest rates. We have low
debt; therefore, we can afford to spend more.

We've made a major tax reform. And you
ask about the 10p rate. Let’s not forget that
this April, the tax rate in Britain, the basic
rate of tax is going down from 22 pence to
20 pence. We've virtually doubled child ben-
efit for families over the last 10 years and
raised it again this year, and we’ll raise it next
year. We're raising the child tax credit. We've
got a new winter allowance addition for pen-
sioners so that they can meet the fuel bills.
And every area where the 10p rate has af-
fected people, whether it be low-paid work-
ers or pensioners or whether it be families
with children, we have acted to see that we
could do the best by people in our country.

Now, of course a tax reform is a big thing,
but when you're reducing the basic rate from
22 pence to 20 pence—the first time it’s been
achieved, the lowest tax rate, basic tax rate
for 75 years—it is an important thing to do.
And I'm satisfied that once people under-
stand the scale of the good things that we
have been able to do in reforming the tax
system and making it better—and that we’re
tackling poverty, as they do in America, by
introducing and increasing tax credits for the
poorest people—then whatever questions
people have about these changes can be an-
swered.

Yes, they're important changes. They move
the British economy forward. We have just
seen this week that despite all the world dif-
ficulties, we have the highest employment
rates at any time in our history. We have
lower unemployment than at any time for 30
years. We have more vacancies in the econ-
omy, and that, combined with low inflation,
a stable economy, lower interest rates—as
we've managed to achieve over the last few
weeks—means that the British economy is
well positioned to face the challenges of the
future and will continue to be so.

And my answer to people who say what
is happening domestically is, we are taking
the right long-term decisions for the British
economy, whether it's on nuclear power or
on housing or on planning or infrastructure.
And of course, at some times, people ask
questions about whether you're doing the
right thing. But we will see these long-term
changes through, and these are the right
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long-term changes for Britain and for the
British people.

President Bush. You guys want to sit out
here for the afternoon or—[laughter]. Thank
you, Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Brown. Thank you very
much.

President Bush. Yes. Thank you.

Prime Minister Brown. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
2:43 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House.
In his remarks, the President referred to Gen.
David H. Petracus, USA, commanding general,
Multi-National Force—Iraq. Prime Minister
Brown referred to Executive Director Josette
Sheeran of the World Food Programme; and
former Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom. A reporter referred to Director General
Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

Statement on the 25th Anniversary of
the Terrorist Attack on the American
Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon

April 17, 2008

On April 18, 1983, the Islamic Jihad orga-
nization, known today as the terrorist group
Hizballah, detonated a massive car bomb at
the American Embassy in Beirut killing 52
people—17 Americans and 35 Lebanese citi-
zens. The Beirut Embassy bombing was at
the time the most deadly terrorist attack
against the United States in our history. On
the 25th anniversary of that bombing, we
mourn for those who perished, and we honor
the sacrifice of their family and friends and
of the many who were wounded. This occa-
sion is a timely reminder of the danger our
diplomats, military personnel, and locally
employed staff bear in their service to the
United States.

Since the Beirut attack, we and citizens
of many countries have suffered more attacks
at the hands of Hizballah and other terrorists
backed by the regimes in Tehran and Damas-
cus, which use terror and violence against in-
nocent civilians. All nations should condemn
such brutal attacks and recognize that the
purposeful targeting of civilians is immoral
and unjustifiable.
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The people of Lebanon have spent the
better part of three decades living under the
threat of violence, assassinations, and other
forms of intimidation. Despite this, they and
their leaders continue to work for a peaceful
and democratic future, even as Syria, Iran,
and their Lebanese proxies seek to under-
mine Lebanese democracy and institutions.
The United States will continue to stand with
the Lebanese Government and the Lebanese
people as they struggle to preserve their
hard-won sovereignty and independence, en-
deavor to provide justice for victims of ter-
rorism and political violence, and continue
to seek the election of a president committed
to these principles.

Proclamation 8240—To Take
Certain Actions Under the African
Growth and Opportunity Act and the
Generalized System of Preferences
and for Other Purposes

April 17, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the “1974 Act”) (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as added by section
111(a) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (title I of Public Law 106-200)
(AGOA), authorizes the President to des-
ignate a country listed in section 107 of the
AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a “beneficiary
sub-Saharan African country” if the Presi-
dent determines that the country meets the
eligibility requirements set forth in section
104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), as well
as the eligibility criteria set forth in section
502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462).

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the
President to designate a country listed in sec-
tion 107 of the AGOA as an “eligible sub-
Saharan African country” if the President de-
termines that the country meets certain eligi-
bility requirements.

3. Section 112(c) of the AGOA, as amend-
ed in section 6002 of the Africa Investment
Incentive Act of 2006 (Division D, Title VI,
Public Law 109-432) (19 U.S.C. 3721(c)),
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provides special rules for certain apparel arti-
cles imported from “lesser developed bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries.”

4. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA
and section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, I
have determined that the Republic of Togo
(Togo) meets the eligibility requirements set
forth or referenced therein, and I have de-
cided to designate Togo as an eligible sub-
Saharan African country and as a beneficiary
sub-Saharan African country.

5. I further determine that Togo satisfies
the criterion for treatment as a “lesser devel-
oped beneficiary sub-Saharan African coun-
try” under section 112(c)(5)(D) of the
AGOA, as amended.

6. Presidential Proclamation 8114 of
March 19, 2007, implemented section 112
of the AGOA, as amended. Technical correc-
tions to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States (HTS) are necessary to im-
plement the intended tariff treatment.

7. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502(a) of
the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461, 2462(a)), the
President is authorized to designate coun-
tries as beneficiary developing countries, and
to designate any beneficiary developing
country as a least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping country, for purposes of the Gener-
alized System of Preferences (GSP) program.

8. In Executive Order 12302 of April 1,
1981, the President designated the Solomon
Islands as a beneficiary developing country
for purposes of the GSP program. Pursuant
to section 502(a)(2) of the 1974 Act, and hav-
ing considered the factors set forth in sec-
tions 501 and 502(c), I have determined that
the Solomon Islands should be designated as
a least-developed beneficiary developing
country for purposes of the GSP program.

9. In calendar year 2006, imports from Ja-
maica under subheading 2202.90.37 of the
HTS exceeded the relevant competitive need
limitation (CNL) set forth in 19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2). Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A)
of the 1974 Act, where imports of articles
exceed the relevant CNL in a calendar year,
the President shall withdraw duty-free treat-
ment for such article by July 1 of the fol-
lowing year and modify the HTS accordingly.

10. On January 6, 1987, Colombia was
granted a waiver of the CNL for imports
under HTS subheading 1701.11.05. Despite
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