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Tennessee at Chattanooga. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of the First Lady.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Virginia Tech Shootings in
Blacksburg, Virginia

April 15,2008

April 16, 2007, brought the deadliest day
of violence on a college campus in our Na-
tion’s history. The horrific crimes committed
at Virginia Tech University filled our souls
with sadness. One year later, we remember
the victims murdered and wounded that day.

We join our fellow Americans in praying
for the families and friends whose hearts
ache for their lost loved ones. We continue
to be amazed by the extraordinary Hokie
spirit and inspired by the survivors of this
tragedy. Students, teachers, and alumni have
overcome evil with good by supporting each
other with love and compassion. We are
humbled by their resilience and confident in
the university’s bright future.

We pray that God will continue to comfort
and heal the people of the Virginia Tech

community.

Proclamation 8238—Education and
Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2008

April 15, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

A hopeful society helps ensure that its citi-
zens develop the character, knowledge, and
skills they need to succeed. On Education
and Sharing Day, we underscore our dedica-
tion to encouraging our Nation’s youth to
build a solid foundation for a lifetime of ac-
complishment.

Education and Sharing Day pays tribute
to the unique efforts of Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe.
The Rebbe helped create numerous edu-
cation and outreach centers, which continue
to provide social service programs and hu-
manitarian aid at home and around the globe.

521

On this day and throughout the year, we
encourage our children to set high goals,
make the right choices, and put character
first. By instilling respect, responsibility, civic
duty, compassion, and honesty in our youth,
we can help more of our citizens realize the
great promise of America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 16, 2008,
as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call
upon government officials, educators, volun-
teers, and all the people of the United States
to reach out to young people and work to
create a better, brighter, and more hopeful
future for all.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 17, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 18.

Proclamation 8239—National Park
Week, 2008

April 15,2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

President Franklin D. Roosevelt once said,
“There is nothing so American as our Na-
tional Parks.” During National Park Week,
we underscore our commitment to con-
serving these magnificent places and recog-
nize the many employees and volunteers who
give their time and energy to keep them
beautiful for all Americans to enjoy.

This year’s theme for National Park Week,
“Kids In Parks,” highlights youth programs
and initiatives offered by the National Park
Service to encourage children to be good
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