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heart disease in women. It was just a simple
explanation of what people should be aware
of. She woke up with those symptoms shortly
after Laura’s visit. She went to the hospital.
Her life was saved, and she’s now a part of
Heart Truth. And that’s the effort in which
you're involved—simple acts that are spread-
ing across the country and saving lives.

My job today is not only to welcome you
and to thank you but to introduce the Heart
Truth’s national ambassador. Laura is com-
mitted to the Heart Truth Campaign. She’s
a great First Lady, and she’s always dear to
my heart—the First Lady.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of the First Lady.

Statement on the Death of
Representative Thomas P. Lantos

February 11, 2008

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of our friend Congressman Tom Lantos.

Tom was a man of character and a cham-
pion of human rights. After immigrating to
America more than six decades ago, he
worked to help oppressed people around the
world have the opportunity to live in free-
dom. As the only Holocaust survivor to serve
in Congress, Tom was a living reminder that
we must never turn a blind eye to the suf-
fering of the innocent at the hands of evil
men. I appreciate his vision in cofounding
the Human Rights Caucus. I also appreciate
his efforts to protect our environment, allevi-
ate the sufferings caused by HIV/AIDS, and
strengthen our friendships and alliances
around the globe.

We will miss Tom’s leadership in the Halls
of Congress. Our thoughts and prayers are
with his wife, Annette, their daughters, and
the rest of the Lantos family.

Statement on the Situation in Timor-
Leste

February 11, 2008

I strongly condemn the violent attacks
against Jose Ramos-Horta, President of

Timor-Leste, and Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao,
Prime Minister of Timor-Leste. Laura and
I offer our condolences to the families of
those killed in the attacks, and we send our
prayers for a rapid recovery to President
Ramos-Horta and the others injured.

Those who are responsible must know that
they cannot derail democracy in Timor-
Leste, and they will be held accountable for
their actions. The United States remains
committed to working with the people of
Timor-Leste to strengthen democracy there.
I also offer my full support to the Govern-
ment of Timor-Leste, the United Nations In-
tegrated Mission in Timor-Leste, and the
International Stabilization Force as they
work to maintain calm and security.

Memorandum on Federal Support
for the AbilityOne Program

February 11, 2008

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Federal Support for the AbilityOne
Program

Americans with disabilities make valuable
contributions to our country’s workforce that
help keep our Nation the world’s economic
leader. Expanding employment opportuni-
ties for these individuals will help ensure that
our economy is drawing on the talents and
creativity of all its citizens and that America
remains a place of opportunity for all. Sup-
porting the AbilityOne Program is one good
way to achieve this goal.

The AbilityOne Program (formerly the
Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program) is a Federal
initiative that works with public and private
organizations to generate employment op-
portunities for Americans who are blind or
have other disabilities. Nearly 43,000 individ-
uals work in more than 600 community-
based nonprofit agencies that serve people
with a wide range of disabilities and sell prod-
ucts and services to the Federal Government
through the AbilityOne Program.

The AbilityOne Program has taken steps
to embrace successful business practices, in-
cluding e-commerce and performance-based
contracting. Strong support from Federal
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