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lay a foundation of peace for our children
and grandchildren.

America is grateful for the service and sac-
rifice of our Nation’s troops and their fami-
lies. During this hopeful time of year, we re-
main mindful of the courage and resolve of
the fine men and women who protect our
country and defend freedom’s cause.

As we welcome this New Year, we move
forward with trust in the power of the Amer-
ican spirit, confidence in our purpose, and
faith in a loving God who created us to be
free.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
happy New Year. May God bless you, may
God bless our troops and their families, and
may God bless America.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks on Departure From Waco,
Texas

January 1, 2008

The President. Laura and I wish our fel-
low Americans a happy and healthy 2008. I
particularly want to say something to our
troops and their families: This country re-
spects you; we admire you; and we wish you
a great 2008 as well.

We've just come off the ranch; had a good
rest and good New Year’s with some friends.
And I'm looking forward to getting back to
Washington to work on policies to keep this
country safe and to keep this country pros-
perous.

I just wanted to stop by and wish every-
body a happy 2008. Thank you.

The First Lady. Happy New Year, every-
body.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. at Texas
State Technical College. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With
the President’s Working Group on
Financial Markets

January 4, 2008

I just had a fascinating and productive
meeting with the President’s Working Group
on Financial Markets, chaired by Secretary
Paulson. I want to thank the members for
working diligently to monitor our capital
market system, our financial system. And
while there is some uncertainty, the report
is, is that the financial markets are strong and
solid. And I want to thank you for being dili-
gent.

This economy of ours is on a solid founda-
tion, but we can’t take economic growth for
granted. And there are signs that will cause
us to be ever more diligent and to make sure
that good policies come out of Washington.
For example, we've had 52 straight months
of job creation, but job growth slowed last
month. The core inflation is low, but U.S.
consumers are paying more for gasoline and
for food. The consumer spending is strong,
yet the values on many of the homes in
America are beginning to decline and—
which leads me to say to the American peo-
ple: For those of you who are paying more
and are worried about your home, we under-
stand that. That’s why we have an aggressive
policy to help creditworthy people stay in
their homes.

The Congress and the President have got
to work together when they come back to,
one, make sure taxes remain low. If there
are—if the foundation is strong yet indicators
are mixed, the worst thing that Congress
could do is raise taxes on the American peo-
ple and on American businesses. Secondly,
we have got to understand that if we are wor-
ried about gasoline prices, we ought to ex-
pand refineries here in the United States,
and we ought to explore for oil and gas in
environmentally friendly ways in the United
States. As I mentioned, the Secretary and
Secretary Jackson are leading an initiative on
housing called HOPE NOW, but there’s leg-
islation that can be passed to make it easier
for people to refinance their homes.

And so when Congress comes back, I look
forward to working with them to deal with
the economic realities of the moment and
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to assure the American people that we will
do everything we can to make sure we remain
a prosperous country.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Executive Order 13454—
Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay

January 4, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the laws
cited herein, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)),
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set
forth on the schedules attached hereto and
made a part hereof:

(a) The General Schedule
5332(a)) at Schedule 1;

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health
Administration of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section
301(a) of Public Law 102—40) at Schedule
3.

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The
ranges of rates of basic pay for senior execu-
tives in the Senior Executive Service, as es-
tablished pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5382, are set
forth on Schedule 4 attached hereto and
made a part hereof.

Sec. 3. Certain Executive, Legislative and
Judicial Salaries. The rates of basic pay or
salaries for the following offices and positions
are set forth on the schedules attached here-
to and made a part hereof:

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C.
5312-5318) at Schedule 5;

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at Schedule 6;
and

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d),
135, 252, and 461(a), section 140 of Public

(5 U.S.C.
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Law 97-92, and section 305 of Division D
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2008), at Schedule 7.

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. The rates of
monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C. 203(a)) for
members of the uniformed services, as ad-
justed under 37 U.S.C. 1009, and the rate
of monthly cadet or midshipman pay (37
U.S.C. 203(c)) are set forth on Schedule 8
attached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay-
ments.

(a) Pursuant to section 5304 of title 5,
United States Code, and section 740 of Divi-
sion D of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2008, locality-based comparability pay-
ments shall be paid in accordance with
Schedule 9 attached hereto and made a part
hereof.

(b) The Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall take such actions
as may be necessary to implement these pay-
ments and to publish appropriate notice of
such payments in the Federal Register.

Sec. 6. Administrative Law Judges. The
rates of basic pay for administrative law
judges, as adjusted under 5 U.S.C.
5372(b)(4), are set forth on Schedule 10 at-
tached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 7. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is ef-
fective on January 1, 2008. The other sched-
ules contained herein are effective on the
first day of the first applicable pay period be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2008.

Sec. 8. Prior Order Superseded. Executive
Order 13420 of December 21, 20086, is super-
seded.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 4, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:57 a.m., January 7, 2008]

NoTE: This Executive order and its attached an-
nexes will be published in the Federal Register
on January 8.
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