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they have lost. And they have high hopes for 
their future. 

Our country is inspired by Americans that 
we find in facilities like this. Christian Bagge 
is a guy I met over here at the hospital. I’ll 
never forget looking at Christian’s eyes and 
wondering whether or not he was going to 
make it. See, both his legs were blown off, 
and he didn’t look good. I knew he’d get the 
best possible care. I knew that this Govern-
ment would do everything we could to help 
him heal. And after talking to him for a 
minute, I realized he had the courage nec-
essary. He told me one thing—he looked at 
me, he said, ‘‘Mr. President, you don’t need 
to worry about me; someday I’m going to 
come to the White House and run with you 
on the South Lawn.’’ I looked at him and 
said, ‘‘Come on, Christian. I’ll be ready when 
you are’’—not sure whether or not this good 
man would really be able to do it; certain 
he wanted to, but unsure. And if you’d have 
been in my position, you would have too. 
After all, he’d just come off the battlefield 
and lost both his legs. 

Sure enough, the phone call came to the 
White House. Christian came. Guy who had 
both legs blown off, as a result of the care 
and compassion and as a result of the courage 
in his heart, came to run with the President 
at the White House. Plus, he outran me. 

The spirit of America is strong in facilities 
like this. Our country is a remarkable country 
that has produced men and women who vol-
unteer to protect our Nation in the face of 
danger. And there’s no better example of 
finding those type of citizens than right here, 
citizens who have shown incredible courage, 
citizens who love our country, and citizens 
whose resolve is inspiring. 

And so I appreciate you letting me come 
by. May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:27 p.m. at the 
Center for the Intrepid. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former Senator Bob Dole and former 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna 
E. Shalala, Cochairs, President’s Commission on 
Care for America’s Returning Wounded Warriors. 

Statement on House of 
Representatives Approval of a Free 
Trade Agreement With Peru 

November 8, 2007 

I am pleased that the House of Represent-
atives today approved the free trade agree-
ment with Peru with a strong bipartisan vote. 

Expanding markets for our goods and serv-
ices is crucial to continued economic growth 
and job creation here in America. Through 
free trade agreements, we establish rules that 
ensure the opportunities and benefits of 
trade are available to our workers, ranchers, 
farmers, and service providers. 

For more than 14 years, Peru has bene-
fited from broad access to our markets under 
the Andean Trade Preference Act. This U.S.- 
Peru Trade Promotion Agreement will help 
level the playing field for American exporters 
and investors. Approval of this agreement 
will also send a strong signal that we are will-
ing to support those who share our values 
of economic freedom and democracy. 

By strengthening our trading relationships 
with important neighbors—including 
through our trade agreements with Colombia 
and Panama—we will significantly advance 
both our economic and national security in-
terests. These democracies are trying to im-
prove the lives of their citizens. We should 
embrace the strong commitment to eco-
nomic freedom of countries in our region and 
the efforts of Colombia to fight terrorists and 
drug traffickers and to strengthen the rule 
of law. 

Today’s vote in the House is the first on 
a free trade agreement since my administra-
tion and the leaders of both parties in Con-
gress agreed on a new bipartisan way for-
ward. 

I encourage the U.S. Senate to quickly ap-
prove this agreement and for Congress then 
to move promptly to consideration of our 
free trade agreements with Colombia, Pan-
ama, and South Korea. 
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Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Michael B. Mukasey as Attorney 
General 
November 8, 2007 

I thank the Senate for its bipartisan vote 
confirming Judge Michael Mukasey as the 
Nation’s 81st Attorney General. Judge 
Mukasey is a man of strong character and 
integrity with exceptional legal judgment. He 
was an accomplished prosecutor and, for 
more than 18 years, a distinguished Federal 
judge. Now he will be an outstanding Attor-
ney General. 

Judge Mukasey’s confirmation comes at a 
critical moment for the Justice Department 
and for our Nation. As Attorney General, 
Judge Mukasey will lead the Justice Depart-
ment as it works to protect the American 
people, whether from drug traffickers and 
other criminals on our streets or from terror-
ists who seek to attack our homeland. 

Now that Judge Mukasey has been con-
firmed, I look forward to working with the 
Senate to fill the other senior leadership posi-
tions at the Justice Department so that 
America has the strongest, most capable na-
tional security team during this time of war. 

Proclamation 8202—World Freedom 
Day, 2007 
November 8, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On World Freedom Day, we commemo-

rate the fall of the Berlin Wall and reaffirm 
our conviction that freedom is the inalienable 
right of every man, woman, and child. 

On November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall 
fell—a triumph of freedom over those who 
denied hope and opportunity to millions. The 
collapse of this barrier signaled the demise 
of the Soviet empire and ushered in a new 
era of liberty for much of Central and East-
ern Europe. In the end, tyranny was over-
powered by ordinary people who wanted to 
live their lives freely, worship God freely, and 
speak the truth to their children. With moral 

clarity and courage, brave individuals can 
change the course of history. 

Our Nation remains committed to the ad-
vance of freedom and democracy as the great 
alternatives to repression and radicalism. 
America calls on every country that stifles 
dissent to end its repression, to trust its peo-
ple, and to grant its citizens the liberty they 
deserve. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 
2007, as World Freedom Day. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, reaffirming our dedication to free-
dom and democracy. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:52 a.m., November 13, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 14. 

Notice—Continuation of National 
Emergency Regarding Weapons of 
Mass Destruction 
November 8, 2007 

On November 14, 1994, by Executive 
Order 12938, the President declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States posed by the proliferation of 
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons 
‘‘weapons of mass destruction’’ and the 
means of delivering such weapons. On July 
28, 1998, the President issued Executive 
Order 13094 amending Executive Order 
12938 to respond more effectively to the 
worldwide threat of weapons of mass de-
struction proliferation activities. On June 28, 
2005, I issued Executive Order 13382 which, 
inter alia, further amended Executive Order 
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