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NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
October 5 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 6.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 5 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to H.R. 976, the
“Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthor-
ization Act of 2007.” The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Statement on the Death of
Representative Jo Ann Davis

October 6, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened that Rep-
resentative Jo Ann Davis lost her courageous
battle with breast cancer today. Her deter-
mination to fight the disease is an inspiration
to all of us.

Over the course of her four terms in the
U.S. House of Representatives, she was an
effective advocate for the people of her dis-
trict and a strong supporter of our men and
women in uniform. She was a fine example
of a public servant who worked hard to cut
Government waste to ensure the people’s
money was used wisely. Her commonsense
values will be missed on Capitol Hill.

Laura and I send our thoughts and prayers
to her husband, Chuck, their two sons, and
the rest of the Davis family during this dif-
ficult time.

Remarks at the National Fallen
Firefighters Memorial in
Emmitsburg, Maryland

October 7, 2007

Thank you all. Thank you. Please be seat-
ed. Thanks for the warm welcome. David,
thank you very much for your introduction.
Nothing better than being introduced by an
old fire chief. And I thank you for your serv-
ice, Dave. It is such an honor to be here.
I was telling Laura on the phone—she didn’t
make it; I apologize, and so does she—but
I said, I'm going down the hill—I was up
at Camp David—I'm going down the hill to
be with some remarkable people and their
families and to honor those who served. I
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said, I can’t wait to go and to—be in their
midst because I hold the firefighters in such
high regard. I have a deep respect in my soul
for people who serve our communities.

As David mentioned, far too often we go
to sites that have been devastated by natural
disaster, for example. Every time, the fire-
fighters are there—every time. It’s clear that
the people here who wear the uniform have
a different view of jurisdiction than a lot of
our citizens. You know, from New York after
9/11 to New Orleans after Katrina, there
were firefighters from around the country
there to help. The bond between the fire-
fighters is obviously unique; it is definitely
a source of strength. And it’s a reminder that
the work here is a calling, not a job.

I want to thank the foundation for working
hard to ensure that the families of those who
have died in—are well treated. I want to tell
you today that the Hometown Heroes Act
will be fully implemented. This program will
be administrated the way it was intended to
be administrated. That’s the least we can do
as we honor the families of those who have
died in the line of service.

I also am amazed at the compassion I see
amongst those who wear the uniform for
their comrades. Anyway, thanks for having
me. I'm sorry it’s under these circumstances
that we have to be together. I hope our pres-
ence can help heal your hearts just a little
bit. And I'm looking forward to giving you
a hug if you want a hug or smiling for a pic-
ture if you want to smile for a picture. But
most of all, I'm looking forward to honoring
your loved ones.

I want to thank Steny Hoyer for joining
us. He is—he respects you like I respect you,
and he can pay tribute about as eloquently
as anybody I have heard. I appreciate Roscoe
Bartlett—he’s the Congressman from this
district—for joining us as well.

I want to thank the mayor of Emmitsburg,
Mayor Hoover, for joining us. I appreciate
Chief Cade. I want to thank my friend Hal
Bruno, who is the chairman of the National
Fallen Firefighters Foundation. I want to
thank the members of the board of directors
who are here. I appreciate you all coming.

You know, it takes a special kind of person
to be a firefighter. It begins with a different
sense of direction. When an area becomes
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