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Week Ending Friday, October 5, 2007

Executive Order 13447—Further
2007 Amendments to the Manual for
Courts-Martial, United States

September 28, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including chapter
47 of title 10, United States Code (Uniform
Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 801-946),
and in order to prescribe amendments to the
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States,
prescribed by Executive Order 12473, as
amended, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The second subparagraph of
paragraph 4, of Part I, of the Manual for
Courts-Martial, United States, as amended
by section 2 of Executive Order 13262 of
April 11, 2002, is amended by striking the
third sentence.

Sec. 2. Parts 11, I11, and IV of the Manual
for Courts-Martial, United States, are
amended as described in the Annex attached
and made a part of this order.

Sec. 3. These amendments shall take ef-
fect on October 1, 2007.

(a) Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to make punishable any act done
or omitted prior to October 1, 2007, that was
not punishable when done or omitted.

(b) Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to invalidate any nonjudicial pun-
ishment proceedings, restraint, investigation,
referral of charges, trial in which arraignment
occurred, or other action begun prior to Oc-
tober 1, 2007, and any such nonjudicial pun-
ishment, restraint, investigation, referral of
charges, trial, or other action may proceed
in the same manner and with the same effect
as if these amendments had not been pre-
scribed.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 28, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:47 a.m., October 1, 2007]

NotE: This Executive order and its attached
annex were published in the Federal Register on
October 2. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Specified Reporting and
Determination Functions Relating to
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
and Certain Education Abroad

September 28, 2007

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense, and the Director of
National Intelligence

Subject: Assignment of Specified Reporting
and Determination Functions Relating to
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and
Certain Education Abroad

By virtue of the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 301
of title 3, United States Code, I hereby assign
to the Secretary of State the functions of the
President under sections 2041(d)(3),
2042(c)(1), 2042(d), and 2043(c)(1) of the
Implementing Recommendations of the 9/11
Commission Act of 2007 (Public Law 110—
53)(the “9/11 Act”) and section 7114(b)(6)
of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism
Prevention Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-
458), as amended. The Secretary of State
shall consult with:

(1) the Secretary of Defense in the per-
formance of the functions in section
2041(d)(3) of the 9/11 Act; and

(2) the Secretary of Defense and the Di-
rector of National Intelligence in the
performance of the functions in sec-
tion 2043(c)(1) of the 9/11 Act.
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The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 28, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2007]

NoTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on October 4. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 8181—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 2007

September 28, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Breast cancer is the second leading cause
of cancer-related deaths among American
women. During National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, we renew our commit-
ment to fighting this disease, raising aware-
ness, and supporting those affected by breast
cancer.

Research has shown that several factors
may increase the risk of developing breast
cancer, including family history, age, genet-
ics, and obesity. By making healthy lifestyle
choices and exercising regularly, individuals
can help reduce the risk of developing breast
cancer. Mammograms, regular self-exams,
and clinical breast exams are also vital be-
cause they can help doctors diagnose cancer
before it has a chance to spread. When breast
cancer is detected early, treatment is more
effective, giving hope to patients and helping
save lives.

My Administration is committed to
strengthening our Nation’s efforts against
this devastating disease. Earlier this year I
was pleased to sign the “National Breast and
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program
Reauthorization Act,” which will allow us to
continue helping low-income and uninsured
women gain access to vital cancer screening.
In order to best detect and treat breast can-
cer, Federal agencies are collaborating with
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national organizations, State health agencies,
and other key groups to promote important
disease education and prevention activities.
Our Nation leads the world in medical re-
search, and through the dedicated efforts of
thousands of Americans, we can build a
healthier and more hopeful future for our
citizens.

During National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, we remember those living with
breast cancer and their family and friends
who provide them with love and support.
Their courage and determination are an in-
spiration to us all. We also recognize the in-
novative, lifesaving work of doctors, research-
ers, and other medical professionals.
Through their efforts to prevent, detect, and
treat breast cancer, they are helping make
a difference in the lives of our citizens. Until
we find a cure for breast cancer, we will con-
tinue our Nation’s fight against this disease.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the power vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2007 as
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon Government officials, businesses,
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and the people of the
United States to continue our Nation’s strong
commitment to preventing, treating, and ulti-
mately curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand
seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:49 a.m., October 2, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 29, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 3.
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Proclamation 8182—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 2007

September 28, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

National Disability Employment Aware-
ness Month is an opportunity to recognize
the contributions and accomplishments of
Americans with disabilities and to underscore
our Nation’s commitment to advancing em-
ployment opportunities for all our citizens.

Americans with disabilities strengthen our
country’s workforce, and their achievements
help keep our Nation the world’s economic
leader. Landmark reforms such as the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 have
helped to ensure that individuals with disabil-
ities are better able to engage in productive
work and participate fully in the life of our
Nation. It is important that we continue to
expand on these opportunities for Americans
with disabilities by eliminating the barriers
and false perceptions that hinder them from
joining the workforce. By enhancing the
workplace environment for people with dis-
abilities, employers can help provide access
to jobs that allow these individuals to dem-
onstrate their potential and realize their
dreams.

Since 2001, my New Freedom Initiative
has helped promote the full participation of
people with disabilities in all areas of society,
including education, training, and employ-
ment. Programs such as “Ticket to Work”
and services at One-Stop Career Centers
have helped improve access to employment
training and placement services for individ-
uals who want to work. Throughout the Fed-
eral Government, we have worked to im-
prove access to jobs for individuals with dis-
abilities and to promote greater inclusiveness
in the workforce. Individuals and employers
can learn more about the Federal Govern-
ment’s disability-related programs by visiting
DisabilityInfo.gov. We will continue to build
on the progress that has been made for indi-
viduals with disabilities and will work to en-
sure that our Nation remains a place of op-
portunity for all Americans.
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To recognize the contributions of Ameri-
cans with disabilities and to encourage all
citizens to ensure equal opportunity in the
workforce, the Congress (36 U.S.C. 121) has
designated October of each year as “National
Disability Employment Awareness Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 2007 as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I
call upon Government officials, labor leaders,
employers, and the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand
seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:49 a.m., October 2, 2007]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 29, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 3.

The President’s Radio Address
September 29, 2007

Good morning. Today I am signing emer-
gency legislation to fund the Federal Govern-
ment for the next 7 weeks. This legislation
was necessary because Congress failed in its
most basic responsibility to pass the spending
bills that fund the day-to-day operations of
the Government. There are 12 of these bills
this year, and Congress did not complete a
single one of them, so Congress had to send
me a stopgap measure before the fiscal year
ends this Sunday at midnight.

Congress’s failure to pass these 12 spend-
ing bills is disappointing, but I do thank the
Congress for passing this temporary measure
and for passing it without any new spending,
new policies, or new projects. It would have
been wrong to deny essential Government
services to the American people while Con-
gress works through its annual spending bills.
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I also appreciate the way this bill handles
our disagreements over the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program. Congressional
leaders have put forward an irresponsible
plan that would dramatically expand this pro-
gram beyond its original intent. And they
know I will veto it. But it is good that they
kept the program running while they try to
work out a more responsible approach.

Congress now has more time to complete
its work on its annual spending bills. Earlier
this year, congressional leaders promised to
show that they could be responsible with the
people’s money. Unfortunately, they seem to
have chosen the path of higher spending.
They have proposed spending increases that
would add an extra $205 billion on top of
my administration’s budget request over the
next 5 years. There’s only one way to pay
for such a large spending increase, and that
is to raise taxes on the American people. So
it is no surprise that the same Members of
Congress who are planning this big increase
in Federal spending are also planning the
biggest tax increase in American history.

If these Members get their way, the tax
relief my administration delivered could be
taken away from you. Let me explain what
this would mean for an average taxpayer. If
you have children, your taxes would rise by
$500 for each child. If you're a family of four
making $60,000 a year, your taxes would be
more than $1,800 higher. If you're a single
mother with two children working to make
ends meet, your taxes would go up by more
than $1,000. If you're a small-business owner
working to meet a payroll, your taxes would
increase by almost $4,000. And if Congress
allows our tax relief to expire, more than 5
million low-income Americans who currently
pay no income taxes would once again have
to pay taxes.

These are not the only taxes Congress
wants to raise. They're proposing higher taxes
on dividends and capital gains. They're pro-
posing higher taxes on cigars and cigarettes.
They're proposing to raise taxes on domestic
oil and natural gas production. They're pro-
posing new taxes on stock and bond trans-
actions. And they refuse to make the Internet
tax moratorium permanent. If this tax ban
expires, it would open the doors for State
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and local officials to impose new taxes on
your access to the Internet.

At a time when many American families
are dealing with rising mortgage rates, col-
lege costs, and health care expenses, it is
wrong to take even more money out of your
paychecks. Washington’s elected leaders can
do better. By working together, we can keep
taxes low, help keep the economy growing,
balance the Federal budget, and build on our
record of fiscal discipline and greater eco-
nomic opportunity for all Americans.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:35 a.m. on
September 28 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
29. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 28 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In
his address, the President referred to Public Law
110-92, approved September 29. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at an Armed Forces
Farewell Tribute to General Peter
Pace and an Armed Forces Hail in
Honor of Admiral Michael G. Mullen
at Fort Myer, Virginia

October 1, 2007

Mr. Vice President, Mrs. Cheney, Sec-
retary Gates, members of the Cabinet, Mem-
bers of Congress, members of the diplomatic
corps, members of the finest military ever,
that United States military, Secretary Rums-
feld, General Myers, members of the Pace
and Mullen family, and distinguished guests:
Today we pay tribute to an outstanding
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
we welcome his distinguished successor.

Ceremonies like this are a storied military
tradition. It is a time when families, friends,
and comrades honor those who have fulfilled
great duties to their nation. It is a time when
we show admiration to those who step for-
ward to assume new obligations. It’s a time
when we make generous use of words like
“honor” and “character.” Sometimes those
words are used too often. In the case of the
two men we celebrate today, those words
cannot be used too much.
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Admiral Mike Mullen comes to this post
with a broad and unique range of talents and
experience. Some of you may not know that
his parents were highly regarded members
of the Hollywood community, who worked
for some of the greatest entertainers of the
day. Many people are surprised when told
about the Admiral’s show business roots.
After all, he’s humble, well-grounded, and
filled with common sense. [Laughter] Not
exactly what one thinks about when they
think of Hollywood values. [Laughter]

Admiral Mullen left California to attend
the United States Naval Academy to pursue
a career in military service. He soon found
himself stationed on a destroyer on the
gunline off the coast of Vietnam. During that
tour, Admiral Mullen was part of operations
so intense that the gun barrels on his ship
glowed red. That was the beginning of a dis-
tinguished career.

The Admiral has commanded three ships,
an aircraft carrier battle group, and the U.S.
Second Fleet. He served as the commander
of all U.S. naval forces in Europe and the
NATO Joint Force Command. And later, as
Chief of Naval Operations, he championed
the construction of new types of vessels
needed to deal with the threats of the 21st
century.

Admiral Mike Mullen understands what’s
at stake in the war on terror. He was on duty
at the Pentagon when Flight 77 made its
doomed plunge. He felt the plane slam into
the building. He saw the carnage and devas-
tation. And like all who worked there that
terrible day, he still carries the pain and the
loss. Admiral Mullen was there when war
reached America’s shore, and he brings the
talent, vision, and judgment needed to help
us fight and win that war.

As Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Admiral Mullen will follow his strong belief
that every member of our Armed Forces is,
as he put it, “part of one team and one fight.”
He will continue to set a sterling example
to our men and women in uniform. He will
bring judgment and candor to decisions that
may mean the difference between life and
death for young Americans who are serving
our Nation. He will demonstrate the same
love of country and dedication to duty that
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inspired his sons to follow him into military
service.

Admiral Mike Mullen is a man of decency
and honor, and I congratulate you on your
new assignment. And I know your parents
would be proud. And I thank you and Debo-
rah and Jack and Michael for your service
to our Nation.

As Admiral Mullen begins his service as
Chairman, he is fortunate to have as an exam-
ple the man we honor today. General Pete
Pace is one of the most respected and accom-
plished military leaders I have ever known.
He helped craft America’s response to an un-
precedented assault on our homeland. He
helped liberate two nations from brutal tyr-
annies and helped bring freedom to millions
of people. He began the process of trans-
forming our military into a more efficient and
effective force.

Yet these accomplishments do not begin
to tell the full story of this remarkable man.
That story begins in Teaneck, New Jersey,
where General Pace grew up the proud son
of an Italian immigrant. His dad worked two
and sometimes three jobs to provide for his
family. His mom attended church service
every Sunday, and, according to the good
General, still lights candles to pray that her
children are happy, healthy, and safe.

General Pace was a good student and a
good athlete. His mom said the General has
been good at everything he’s ever done.
Some of you may think mothers are required
to say only admiring things about their sons.
Well, take it from me, it’s not always the case.
[Laughter]

General Pace’s dad died before he could
see his son reach the height of his career,
yet he always knew that his son would be
a success. His family believed in his potential,
and they weren’t the only ones. There’s
something about General Pete Pace that
makes believers out of nearly everyone. That
includes the men who served with him in
Vietnam and whom he led during some of
the most vicious urban combat in American
military history. It includes the troops he led
in Somalia, who looked to him for resolve
and guidance during difficult times. It in-
cludes marines, who look with pride on the
first of their ranks to lead the Joint Chiefs
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of Staff. It includes two Secretaries of De-
fense, who relied on the General during
tough and trying times. And it includes a
President, who has counted on General
Pace’s candor and sound judgment during
some of the most difficult times in our coun-
try’s history.

During his service at the Pentagon, Gen-
eral Pete Pace has shown us many talents.
He’s shown an intellect sharpened by post-
graduate studies at George Washington and
Harvard. He’s shown us great oratorical
skills—this is a man who frequently speaks
without notes. I really don’t recommend this
to everyone. [Laughter] He’s shown a sharp
wit. When a naval commander once made
an edgy joke in front of the Secretary of De-
fense, the General stepped right in and gave
the young officer some advice. He said,
“Never let a promising career stand in the
way of a good joke.” [Laughter]

The most important attribute General
Pete Pace has shown us is a quiet strength.
It is a strength that has won the admiration
of friends and peers. It is a strength built
on the love and support of a strong and de-
voted wife, Lynne, and their family, Peter,
Lynsey, and Tiffany. It is a strength that gave
Pete solace in the tough and sometimes bit-
ter world of Washington, DC. It helped him
bring selflessness to a city filled with egos
and a dignity to a political process that might
have worn down lesser men. He now leaves
active service with a distinguished team in
place and a talented successor. And yet I also
have the sense that General Pace is not going
to end it all here. He’s a man who has always
put country first, and he will find new ways
to serve.

General Pete Pace always understood
what’s important. It wasn't titles he received
or honors bestowed, and it certainly was not
the good graces of official Washington. What
mattered most were the young men and
women who serve our country and risk their
lives for its honored cause. He kept a picture
on his desk of the first marine who died
under his command in Vietnam. He can still
recite the names of all other marines who
died under that first command. And because
this is a man with a tender heart, sometimes
it’s hard for him to get through all the names
without choking up a little bit.
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Pete has devoted his life to those who wear
our country’s uniform. And they are devoted
to General Pace. They're among the hun-
dreds who'’ve received his advice and friend-
ship. They’re among the thousands who lined
up at military bases during his final tour to
shake his hand and wish him well and say
goodbye. They're among the millions whose
names he will never know but who will al-
ways remember him. And they include that
single soldier who came up to the General
on his last visit to the war zone. He looked
at General Pace with gratitude, respect, and
pride and said, “Thanks for your service.
We'll take it from here.”

General Pace, throughout your life, you
have led those troops to honorable achieve-
ments and into the pages of history. Because
of your example, you can know that with
courage, valor, and confidence, they will take
it from here.

And so Godspeed to my friend General
Pete Pace. Thanks for your courage. Thanks
for your leadership. And thanks for your serv-
ice to a country we love.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to former Secretary of De-
fense Donald H. Rumsfeld; and Gen. Richard B.
Meyers, USAF (Ret.), former Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Proclamation 8183—National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, 2007

October 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Families are indispensable to a stable soci-
ety, and they should be a place of support
to instill responsibility and values in the next
generation. When a family member is
abused, it can have long-term damaging ef-
fects on the victim that leave a mark on fam-
ily, friends, and the community at large. Our
society must continue to work to prevent do-
mestic violence and help create a loving and
stable environment for our children and

grandchildren.
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National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month is an opportunity to renew our com-
mitment to preventing domestic violence and
to assisting those who suffer from its dev-
astating effects. My Administration is dedi-
cated to helping victims of domestic violence.
The Family Justice Center Initiative, an-
nounced in 2003, continues to work towards
eradicating domestic violence in our Nation.
This program provides assistance and serv-
ices for victims of domestic violence by
bringing professionals, advocates, law en-
forcement, and organizations together at cen-
ters nationwide. In 2006, I signed legislation
that reauthorized the Violence Against
Women Act to fight domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, sexual assault, and stalking. We
also are working with faith-based and com-
munity organizations to assist victims in need.
In addition, the Department of Justice’s Do-
mestic Violence Transitional Housing Assist-
ance Program provides access to transitional
housing services while working to move vic-
tims of violence into permanent housing.

As we observe National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, we underscore our com-
mitment to building an America where all
citizens can live with dignity, work produc-
tively, and achieve their dreams. We encour-
age victims and their families and friends to
seek assistance through Family Justice Cen-
ters and to contact the National Domestic
Violence Hotline at 1-800—-799-SAFE. To-
gether, we can help prevent, recognize, and
stop domestic violence in America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2007 as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. I urge all Americans to reach out to
those who have been abused and help edu-
cate people about the vital importance of
ending domestic violence.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., October 3, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Proclamation 8184—Child Health
Day, 2007

October 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation is committed to the health and
well-being of our youth. On Child Health
Day, we reaffirm our commitment to helping
children develop good nutrition habits and
active lifestyles, so that they can grow into
healthy and productive adults.

Children today face many risks, such as
alcohol and drug use, obesity, smoking, and
other dangers. As parents and role models
to America’s youth, we have a responsibility
to teach them about the importance of
healthy behavior, daily exercise, and good nu-
trition.

My Administration supports programs that
give parents, mentors, and teachers the re-
sources they need to help and encourage
children to maintain an active and healthy
way of life. The National Youth Anti-Drug
Media Campaign is working with the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America to educate
our young people about resisting the pres-
sure to use drugs. Additionally, the Helping
America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady
Laura Bush, encourages our Nation’s chil-
dren to make healthy choices that lead to
a better future. The HealthierUS initiative
offers ways to improve lives, prevent and re-
duce the costs of disease, and promote com-
munity health and wellness. These nation-
wide initiatives provide the tools and re-
sources to help children learn the importance
of healthy living.

With hard work and dedication, parents
can encourage good nutrition and healthy
lifestyles so children can make the right
choices, avoid risky behavior, and realize
their full potential.

On this day it is also appropriate to recog-
nize the important role the State Children’s
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Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) has
played in helping poor children stay healthy.
To preserve that role and ensure that poor
children can get the coverage they need,
SCHIP should be reauthorized.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C.
105), has called for the designation of the
first Monday in October as “Child Health
Day” and has requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

>17\Tow, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 1,
2007, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, child health professionals, faith-
based and community organizations, and
State and local governments to reach out to
our Nation’s young people, encourage them
to avoid dangerous behavior, and help them
make the right choices and achieve their
dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., October 3, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Protocols to the Convention on
the Prevention of Maritime
Terrorism

October 1, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Protocol of 2005 to the
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against the Safety of Maritime Naviga-
tion (the “2005 SUA Protocol”) and the Pro-
tocol of 2005 to the Protocol for the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of
Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental
Shelf (the “2005 Fixed Platforms Protocol”)

Oct. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007

(together, “the Protocols”), adopted by the
International Maritime Organization Diplo-
matic Conference in London on October 14,
2005, and signed by the United States of
America on February 17, 2006. I also trans-
mit, for the information of the Senate, the
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Protocols.

The Protocols are an important compo-
nent in the international campaign to prevent
and punish maritime terrorism and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction and
promote the aims of the Proliferation Secu-
rity Initiative. They establish a legal basis for
international cooperation in the investigation,
prosecution, and extradition of those who
commit or aid terrorist acts or trafficking in
weapons of mass destruction aboard ships at
sea or on fixed platforms.

The Protocols establish the first inter-
national treaty framework for criminalizing
certain terrorist acts, including using a ship
or fixed platform in a terrorist activity, trans-
porting weapons of mass destruction or their
delivery systems and related materials, and
transporting terrorist fugitives. The Protocols
require Parties to criminalize these acts
under their domestic laws, to cooperate to
prevent and investigate suspected crimes
under the Protocols, and to extradite or sub-
mit for prosecution persons accused of com-
mitting, attempting to commit, or aiding in
the commission of such offenses. The 2005
SUA Protocol also provides for a ship-board-
ing regime based on flag state consent that
will provide an international legal basis for
interdiction at sea of weapons of mass de-
struction, their delivery systems and related
materials, and terrorist fugitives.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocols,
subject to certain understandings that are de-
scribed in the accompanying report of the
Department of State.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 1, 2007.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 2.
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Presidential Determination on FY
2008 Refugee Admissions Numbers
and Authorizations of In-Country
Refugee Status

October 2, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2008-1

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on FY
2008 Refugee Admissions Numbers and
Authorizations of In-Country Refugee Status
Pursuant to Sections 207 and 101(a)(42),
respectively, of the Immigration and
Nationality Act, and Determination Pursuant
to Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the “Act”)(8
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I
hereby make the following determinations
and authorize the following actions:

The admission of up to 80,000 refugees
to the United States during FY 2008 is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise
in the national interest; provided, however,
that this number shall be understood as in-
cluding persons admitted to the United
States during FY 2008 with Federal refugee
resettlement assistance under the Amerasian
immigrant admissions program, as provided
below. The ceiling shall be construed as a
maximum not to be exceeded and not a min-
imum to be achieved.

The 80,000 admissions numbers shall be
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations;
provided, however, that the number of ad-
missions allocated to the East Asia region
shall include persons admitted to the United
States during FY 2008 with Federal refugee
resettlement assistance under section 584 of
the Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act of
1988, as contained in section 101(e) of Public
Law 100-202 (Amerasian immigrants and
their family members):
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FEastAsia......... 20,000
Europe and Central Asia . . 3,000
Latin America/Caribbean . . 3,000
Near East/South Asia . . .. 28,000
Unallocated Reserve . . .. 10,000

The 10,000 unallocated refugee numbers
shall be allocated to regional ceilings as need-
ed. Upon providing notification to the Judici-
ary Committees of the Congress, you are
hereby authorized to use unallocated admis-
sions in regions where the need for additional
admissions arises.

Additionally, upon notification to the Judi-
ciary Committees of the Congress, you are
further authorized to transfer unused admis-
sions allocated to a particular region to one
or more other regions, if there is a need for
greater admissions for the region or regions
to which the admissions are being trans-
ferred. Consistent with section 2(b)(2) of the
Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of
1962, as amended, I hereby determine that
assistance to or on behalf of persons applying
for admission to the United States as part
of the overseas refugee admissions program
will contribute to the foreign policy interests
of the United States and designate such per-
sons for this purpose.

Consistent with section 101(a)(42) of the
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), and after appro-
priate consultation with the Congress, I also
specify that, for FY 2008, the following per-
sons may, if otherwise qualified, be consid-
ered refugees for the purpose of admission
to the United States within their countries
of nationality or habitual residence:

a. Persons in Vietnam

b. Persons in Cuba

c. Persons in the former Soviet Union
d.

In exceptional circumstances, persons
identified by a United States Embassy
in any location

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress imme-
diately and to publish it in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush
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Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session in West Hempfield
Township, Pennsylvania

October 3, 2007

The President. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Sit down. Thanks for coming. It’s great
to be back in your county again. Marion, I
appreciate the invitation. I'd like to share
some thoughts with you, and then I'd like
to answer some of your questions if you got
time—because I do. [Laughter]

I really appreciate the Lancaster Chamber
of Commerce for giving me an opportunity
to explain why I have made some of the deci-
sions I have made. My job is a decision-
making job. And as a result, I make a lot
of decisions. And it’s important for me to
have an opportunity to speak to you and oth-
ers who would be listening about the basis
on which I have made decisions, to explain
the philosophy behind some of the decisions
I have made. And so I'm looking forward to
your questions, and I thank you for giving
me the opportunity to come and share them
with you.

I'm sorry Laura is not with me. She’s, by
far, the better half of the Bush family.
[Laughter] And she’s a—she really is a re-
markable woman. She—when I married her,
she didn’t like politics or politicians. [Laugh-
ter] And now she’s the First Lady of the
United States. And she’s come to realize what
I understand: It doesn’t take much to be able
to put influence—to influence somebody in
a positive way. And so she cares deeply about
issues like malaria. She believes, like I be-
lieve, that we can eliminate the scourge of
malaria and save lives all around the world.
She cares deeply about literacy. She cares
deeply about making sure women have got
good information to—when it comes to
healthy choices with their life so they don’t
suffer from heart ailment. She cares a lot
about women in Afghanistan. She cares a lot
because she’s got a big heart. And I'm sure
proud to call her wife, and I think the country
is lucky to have her as the First Lady.

I appreciate—I want to thank Tom
Baldrige, the president of the chamber, and
the officers of the chamber and the presi-
dent-elect of the chamber and all the folks
who make the chamber work.
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I do want to contradict Marion, which is
a litle—shouldn’t be doing in the first thing
I say, but she said that because of me, you're
growing. No, it’s because of you you're grow-
ing. See, it’s because of the entrepreneurship
and small-business owners and hard-working
people in Lancaster County that you're grow-
ing.

I'm going to spend a little bit of time talk-
ing about what is the proper relationship be-
tween the Federal Government and the risk-
takers in society. But I just want to make
sure you understand what I know, and that
is, prosperity occurs because people work
hard and dream dreams and work to fulfill
those dreams. And so I congratulate you on
the economic vitality of this region, Marion.
Thank you for trying to give me credit where
it’s not due.

I also want to thank the Chryst family for
welcoming us to this facility. This is—Jay is
the dad. He’s expanded his business, and he
wisely turned it over to his daughter—
[laughter]—Dana.

So I asked the Chrysts—I said, “How are
you organized, from a tax perspective?” Dana
said, “We're a subchapter S.” And the reason
I bring that up to you is, I'm going to talk
a little bit about tax policy here in a minute,
and when you cut individual income taxes,
you cut taxes on a small business that’s orga-
nized as a subchapter S corporation. And so
I talk about tax cuts; I want you to be thinking
about tax cuts not only for yourself but tax
cuts for small-business owners.

Expansion of this business has provided
people new opportunity employments—new
employment opportunities here in Lancaster
County. You know, when you give a man
more money in his pocket—in this case, a
woman more money in her pocket to expand
a business, it means they build new buildings.
And when somebody builds a new building,
somebody has got to come and build the
building. And when the building expanded,
it prevented additional opportunities for peo-
ple to work. Tax cuts matter. I'm going to
spend some time talking about it. I want to
thank you for giving us a chance to come
and use you all as an example—and also, the
hall works.

I do want to thank Senator Arlen Specter
for being here today. Mr. Senator, you didn’t
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need to come. I'm honored you're here, and
I'm sure the people of this county are hon-
ored you're here too. Thanks for coming.

Finally, I appreciate the Congressman
from this district, Congressman Joe Pitts. I
appreciate you being here, Congressman;
thank you. [Applause] Sounds like you
packed the audience with some of your fam-
ily. [Laughter]

Right before I walked in here, I had a
chance to talk to some State troopers and
thank them for their service to the commu-
nity. These folks were first on the scene at
the West Nickel Mines Amish School trag-
edy. I am constantly amazed that our country
produces people—decent, honorable people
who are willing to serve. These folks had the
ultimate challenge, which is to bring comfort
to a hurting community. I thank you for what
you've done; I thank you for what you're
doing; and I thank you for what you will do.
I am honored to be in the presence of the
troopers who were there first on the scene.
Thanks for coming.

I appreciate so very much Krist Blank join-
ing us today. Mr. Blank, I'm honored you
are here. I will tell you that, like a lot of
Americans, I was deeply troubled when, you
know, I found out that mothers and dads
were grieving for the loss of their daughter.
And I also was—my soul and spirits were lift-
ed when I read the stories about the forgive-
ness and compassion that the Amish commu-
nity showed toward the shooter’s family. It
was a remarkable statement of love and
strength and commitment for people who
had suffered so mightily to say to, you know,
a widow and her children that we’re able to
overcome our grief and express our deep love
for you. And so I want to thank you, sir, and
your community for being such great exam-
ples of the compassion of the Lord. And I'm
honored you're here.

Knowing him, he’s sorry I even talked that
way, see? He’s a remarkable guy who told
me something interesting. He said, “T'm
praying for you, Mr. President.” This is not
going to be a church service, I promise you.
[Laughter] But I will tell you that the prayers
of the people matter a lot; they really do.
And it’'s one of the most inspiring—[ap-
plause].
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I want to talk a little bit about the environ-
ment necessary to continue economic
growth. The job of this Government is not
to try to create wealth. The job of the govern-
ment is to create fiscal policy such that peo-
ple feel inspired or confident in risking cap-
ital. In other words, the job of government
is to create an environment that encourages
entrepreneurship. One of the issues that
we're going to be facing in Washington, DC,
is how to spend your money. In other words,
what do we do with the good money that
we've—the good money we've collected?
How do we spend it?

And there’s a difference of opinion in
Washington, DC, right now. I've submitted
my budget, the core principle of which is that
we will do what it takes to defend our home-
land and make sure our troops have what
it takes to do their jobs and keep your taxes
low by not raising them. And we showed the
way forward on how to get the balance in
the year 2012. In other words, you got to
be fiscally responsible, set priorities with
your money, and keep your taxes low.

The principle is, is that tax cuts inspire in-
vestment, encourage consumption and sav-
ings. In other words, the more money you
have, as opposed to the government having,
the more likely it is the local economies will
grow. That’s why I brought up the example
of the SCHIP corporation. When we cut
taxes on everybody who pays taxes, we cut
taxes on small businesses too. And one of the
principles on which I'm making decisions is,
I'd rather the Chrysts spending their money
than the government spending their money.
See, I think they know how to spend their
money in such a way that their business will
grow.

Now, there’s a different approach in Wash-
ington. And folks have suggested that we in-
crease spending. As a matter of fact, a 5-year
budget that’s submitted by the current lead-
ership of the Congress increases spending by
$205 billion over 5 years, which would—and
so you say, “That’s fine; sounds good; all
these programs sound wonderful.” Except
how you going to pay for it? That’s the ques-
tion I ask. How are you going to pay for the
promises? And the answer is raising taxes.
And I think they’re wrong to raise taxes on
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the American people. I know we don’t need
to raise taxes on the American people.

This economy has got in some difficulties
when it comes to the housing markets, and
the last thing we now need to do is raise
taxes. See, taking money out of the economy
at a time when the housing market is adjust-
ing could exacerbate economic difficulties.
And the role of government is to try to create
an environment so that small businesses
flourish and families can realize opportuni-
ties and dreams and consumerism remains
strong.

And so what you're going to see me mak-
ing decisions this year is when they spend—
they try to increase taxes on you, I'll use the
prerogative given to me under the Constitu-
tion, and I'm going to veto the tax bills. I'm
going to—[applause].

I just vetoed a bill today, and I want to
explain to you why. It’s called SCHIP—Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance policy. First of all,
the intent of the SCHIP legislation passed
previous to my administration is to help poor
children’s families buy the children health
care, or get them on health care. That's what
it is intended to do. Poor children in America
are covered by what’s called Medicaid. We
spend about—this year—about $35.5 billion
on poor children’s health insurance. So the
first point I want to make to you is, a lot
of your money is being spent to make sure
poor children get help, medical help.

In other words, when they say, “Well, poor
children aren’t being covered in America,”
if that's what youre hearing on your TV
screens, I'm telling you there’s $35.5 billion
worth of reasons not to believe that. And by
the way, that Medicaid expenditures only ac-
counts for children of the poor; it doesn’t
account for the mothers and fathers. So a
lot of your money does go to help poor fami-
lies with health insurance.

The SCHIP program was supposed to help
those poor families, the children of poor fam-
ilies have the ability to get health insurance
for their children. I strongly support the pro-
gram. I like the idea of helping those who
are poor be able to get health coverage for
their children. I supported it as Governor,
and I support it as President of the United
States.
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As a matter of fact, my budget—the budg-
et request I put in said, let’s increase the
spending to make sure that the program does
what it’s supposed to do: sign up poor chil-
dren for SCHIP. The problem is, is that the
current program—and by the way, there’s
about half a million children who are eligible
who aren’t signed up. So I said, why don’t
we focus on the poor children rather than
expand the program beyond its initial intent.

I want to tell you a startling statistic, that
based on their own States’ projections—in
other words, this isn’t a Federal projection;
it's the States saying this is what’s hap-
pening—States like New Jersey, Michigan,
Minnesota, Rhode Island, Illinois, and New
Mexico spend more money on adults in the
SCHIP program than they do on children.
In other words, the initial intent of the pro-
gram is not being recognized, is not being
met.

It is estimated by—here’s the thing, just
so you know: This program expands cov-
erage, Federal coverage, up to families earn-
ing $83,000 a year. That doesn’t sound poor
to me. The intent of the program was to focus
on poor children, not adults or families earn-
ing up to $83,000 a year. It is estimated that
if this program were to become law, one out
of every three person that would subscribe
to the new expanded SCHIP would leave pri-
vate insurance.

The policies of the Government ought to
be, help poor children and to focus on poor
children. And the policies of the Government
ought to be, help people find private insur-
ance, not Federal coverage. And that’s where
the philosophical divide comes in. I happen
to believe that what you're seeing when you
expand eligibility for Federal programs is the
desire by some in Washington, DC, to fed-
eralize health care. I don’t think that’s good
for the country. I believe in private medicine.
I believe in helping poor people—which was
the intent of SCHIP, now being expanded
beyond its initial intent. I also believe that
the Federal Government should make it easi-
er for people to afford private insurance. I
don’t want the Federal Government making
decisions for doctors and customers.

That’s why I believe strongly in health sav-
ings accounts or association health plans to



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Oct. 3

help small-business owners better afford in-
surance for their workers. That's why I be-
lieve we ought to change the Federal Tax
Code. You're disadvantaged if you work for
a small business and/or an individual trying
to buy insurance in the marketplace—dis-
advantaged relative to somebody working for
a large company. If you work for a large com-
pany, you get your health insurance after tax.
If you buy insurance, you have to pay—no,
you buy your insurance after taxes as an indi-
vidual; you get your insurance pre-tax when
you’re working for a large corporation. You're
at a disadvantage if you're an individual in
the marketplace.

So I think we ought to change the Tax
Code. My view is, is that every family ought
to get a $15,000 deduction off their income
taxes, regardless of where they work, in order
to help people better afford insurance in the
marketplace.

So I want to share with you why I vetoed
the bill this morning. Poor kids, first—sec-
ondly, I believe in private medicine, not the
Federal Government running the health care
system. I do want Republicans and Demo-
crats to come together to support a bill that
focuses on the poor children. I'm more than
willing to work with Members of both parties
from both Houses, and if they need a little
more money in the bill to help us meet the
objective of getting help for poor children,
I'm more than willing to sit down with the
leaders and find a way to do so.

So thanks for giving me a chance to discuss
one of the many decisions I make as your
President. Decisionmaking requires a couple
of things—and then I'll answer some ques-
tions—one, having a vision, having a set of
beliefs, set of principles by which one makes
decisions. You know, if you're constantly try-
ing to make decisions based upon the latest
poll or focus group, your decisionmaking will
be erratic. You got to have a core set of be-
liefs. T believe you spend your money better
than the government spends. I believe that
the system works better when there’s more
money in your hands.

And foreign policy—I believe in the uni-
versality of freedom. I believe that a gift—
I believe there’s an Almighty, and I believe
a gift of the Almighty to each man, woman,
and child on the face of the Earth is freedom.
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That’s what I believe. And I believe it’s in
the interest of the United States of America
to help people become free. That's how you
yield the peace we all want. We want people
to live in free societies.

And if you believe in the universality of
freedom, it’s in the interest of this country
to act. That doesn’t mean military operations.
But it does mean, for example, relieving suf-
fering. I also believe in the admonition, “To
whom much is given, much is required.” A
lot has been given to the United States. I
believe it’s in our interests to help relieve
needless deaths when it comes to mosquito
bites around the world. I believe it’s in our
interests to help relieve the suffering of HIV/
AIDS on the continent of Africa. It’s in our
interests to do so. It’s part of the belief sys-
tem that says, you know, that we have obliga-
tions and duties to ourself.

No, by relieving suffering overseas, not
only do you lift the moral sights of our coun-
try, but it recognizes the reality of the world
in which we live. When there’s despondency,
despair, and hopelessness overseas, it can af-
fect the security of the United States of
America. And so I—what I'm telling you is
that I made a lot of decisions when it comes
to your security and the peace of the world.
And I did so based upon certain fundamental
principles.

Secondly, it’s important to delegate.
There’s a lot of action in Washington, DC,
believe me, and I've got a lot of decisions
to make. And so I delegate to good people.
I always tell Condi Rice, “I want to remind
you, Madam Secretary, who has the Ph.D.,
and who was the C student.” [Laughter]
“And I want to remind you who the adviser
is and who the President is.” [Laughter] 1
got a lot of Ph.D. types and smart people
around me who come into the Oval Office
and say, “Mr. President, here’s what's on my
mind.” And I listen carefully to their advice.
But having gathered the device, I decide, you
know, I say, “This is what we’re going to do.”
And it’'s “Yes, sir, Mr. President.” And then
we get after it, implement policy.

It’s a joy to be your President. It's not only
an honor, it's a joy, because I truly believe
the decisions I am making will yield the
peace we want and the prosperity that we
all desire. So now I'll be glad to answer some
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questions from you if you got any. If not,
I can keep on blowing hot air until the time
[laughter]—until the time runs out.

Yes, sir.

President’s Decisionmaking/Progress in
Iraq

Q. [Inaudible]—follow opinion polls. You
don’t govern by opinion polls. And I really
respect that—l[inaudible].

The President. Okay, thank you, sir. Yes,
those same polls will tell you that they’re wor-
ried about catastrophe in the Middle East
affecting the security of the United States.
In other words, you pretty well—look, I'm
not going to argue polls with you, but I will
tell you this, sir—first of all, if we have a
troop in harm’s way, they’re going to have
the best—they're going to have what’s nec-
essary to—so they can do their job.

And secondly, we are bringing troops
home. General David Petraeus announced
that he wasn’t going to replace 2,200 marines
that were in Anbar Province, and the reason
why he didn’t feel like he needed to replace
them is because they were successful. They
had done their job. Reconciliation is taking
place. Normal people are beginning to step
forward and say, “We want to live in peace.”
Al Qaida, that thought they were going to
have Anbar as a safe haven, has been rejected
by the local populace. And he believes, as
do the Iraqis, that we can maintain security
without 2,200 troops.

We're going to bring another brigade
home by Christmas. So that’s 5,700 troop re-
duction. General Petraeus, in his testimony,
recommended to me—a recommendation I
accepted—that we can get down to 15 bri-
gades by July. That’s 20 from 15.

And the reason I tell you this, sir, is, I
want to make a couple of points. One, if I
didn’t think the mission was necessary for our
security, I wouldn’t have our troops there.
Secondly, if T didn’t think we could succeed,
I wouldn’t have our troops there. I cannot
look in the eye of a mother or father whose
son or daughter is in combat and not believe
that we can succeed, and it’s necessary.

Secondly, I believe that it is very important
for the Commander in Chief to take the ad-
vice of his military commanders very seri-
ously. In my position, sir, I don’t want our
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troops feeling like I'm making decisions
based upon politics when their lives are at
risk. I want our troops knowing that I'm mak-
ing decisions on the considered judgment of
our military, all aimed at accomplishing an
objective, which is for a country in the heart
of the Middle East to be able to govern, sus-
tain itself, and serve as an ally against these
extremists and radicals.

Let me give you my worldview on this.
Like you, I'd like them home. I really do.
But my decisions have been based on my—
or at least my belief that what we’re seeing
is one of the—a great ideological struggle be-
tween forces of ration—rational behavior,
decent people, lovers of liberty, versus radi-
cals who have a belief system, and they're
willing to murder the innocent to achieve—
to advance their objectives. That’s how I view
it. I don’t think you're a religious person if
you murder the innocent to achieve political
objectives. I think you're a person who is ma-
nipulative and cynical and willing to kill in
the name of religion; I don’t think you're reli-
gious.

Secondly, a lot of my decisionmaking has
been influenced by what happened on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. I vowed that day that
I would do everything in my ability to protect
you, and that I would—I wouldn’t tire—I
can’t remember my exact words, but I would
stay on the job. And that’s exactly what I have
been doing.

On the one hand, we're pursuing radicals
and extremists through sharing of intel-
ligence and through special operations and
through working alliances to bring them to
justice before they come and kill again. And
I would remind you that the people that have
swore allegiance to Usama bin Laden in Iraq
wanted Anbar Province as a safe haven from
which to launch further attacks on the United
States. And one of the great successes of this
conflict has not only been to liberate 25 mil-
lion people from the clutches of a brutal ty-
rant but to make sure that Anbar Province
wasn’t a safe haven for those who swore alle-
giance to Usama bin Laden.

But in the long run, the way to defeat ideo-
logical people is with a better ideology. And
there’s no better ideology than one based
upon liberty. If you believe in the universality
of liberty, then it shouldn’t surprise you when
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12 million people in Iraq went to the polls.
They said, we've been given a chance to ex-
press our individual desires. And they went
to the polls to vote.

We have been through these kind of con-
flicts in our history. We went through the
conflict against communism and fascism.
These wars play out differently. This war is
really hard for the American people to under-
stand because the enemy uses asymmetrical
warfare. They use hundred-dollar weapons
to destroy half-a-million-dollar vehicles—
which has got to, as a taxpayer, concern you.
I understand that. I understand it.

But the struggle is just as intense today
as it was in the forties and the fifties. I must
have told this story hundreds of times, that
one of the most amazing aspects of my Presi-
dency was my relationship with the Prime
Minister of Japan, Prime Minister Koizumi.
What's amazing about it is that when my dad
was 18, he signed up to fight the Japanese;
they were the sworn enemy of the United
States of America. Thousands of people died
in that conflict. They attacked America—the
last time we were attacked, by the way, prior
to September the 11th was Pearl Harbor.
And 60 years later, I'm sitting at the table
with the Prime Minister of Japan talking
about peace, talking about how to help young
democracies thrive in this ideological strug-
gle, both of us knowing full well that the ulti-
mate defeat of extremism in the name of an
ideology that is dark is freedom—is the light
of freedom. And the amazing thing is, is that
what happened was that Japan’s form of gov-
ernment changed.

Liberty is transformative. Our one-time
enemy is at the table talking about peace.
And the same thing is going to happen in
the Middle East. And it’s going to be tough
to get there, and it’s hard work. But you—
I've got faith in the transformative power of
liberty. I believe that people want to be free.
I believe a gift of the Almighty to each man,
woman, and child is freedom. And I believe,
when given the chance, people want to be
free. And I firmly believe freedom yields the
peace we want.

And so, sir, to answer your question, it’s
important we succeed, and it’s important we
support our troops. Thank you.
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Yes, sir. I appreciate the question. Yes,
theyll get it for you. I'm not going to read
it right now. Go ahead.

Agriculture/Alternative Fuel Sources/
Energy

Q. Thank you. Hello. First, I appreciate
you being here and being in this kind of
forum to answer questions.

The President. Thank you.

Q. It helps me to have a better under-
standing of you as a person

The President. I hope so.

0. so thank you very much. Thanks.
I have two questions, if I could. One is, can
you talk about the farm bill and how it’s going
to help local farmers in this area? And then
would you also talk about global warming and
how the U.S. is being a leader in a worldwide
effort to combat global warming? Thank you.

The President. Thank you. Thanks, great
question. First, on the farm bill—I believe
it’s in the interest of local farmers to have
markets available to them. In other words,
a core principle of any good farm policy is
for the administration to work to open up
markets. If youre good at something—and
we're really good at farming—we want to be
in a position to sell that which you grow,
overseas.

Secondly, I believe very strongly that pro-
grams that encourage overproduction are
programs that need to be seriously evaluated.
In other words, I'd rather you selling into
existing markets than producing where there
be no market. In other words, it’s a combina-
tion—look, I'm a safety-net person for farm-
ers. I just want to make sure the safety net
is a actual safety net, not a incentive for over-
production.

Thirdly, I strongly believe in the conserva-
tion title inherent in the farm bill, the last
farm bill. This is a CRP program which says
to farmers, look, we want to help you set
aside part of your land that may not be good
for farming, but would be good for habitat,
soil conversation. It’s really one of the—I
think one of the great accomplishments of
this administration is to work with the farm
community to have an advanced CRP pro-
gram.

And that’s kind of the inherent principles.
The marketplace has worked for farmers. I
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also believe—this is going to answer your
global warming question as well—it’s in the
Nation’s interest to diversify away from hy-
drocarbons. Probably comes as a shock to you
from a guy from Texas saying that. But it’s—
dependence on oil creates national security
issues. There’s too many people who have
got oil that may not like us.

Secondly, we import about 60 percent of
our oil from overseas—fortunately, most of
it from—a lot of it from Canada and Mexico.
But it doesn’t take much to disrupt an oil
market, and therefore, we got an economic
issue when it comes to dependency on oil.
One terrorist attack on a major oil facility
could cause the world price of oil to go up.
There are new big consumers of hydro-
carbons in the marketplace. China and India,
as they’re growing their economies, are cre-
ating additional demand relative to supply.
And therefore, the price of gasoline goes up
here in Lancaster County as these economies
grow. And finally, dependency upon oil cre-
ates an environmental issue.

And so therefore, one of the strategies that
we're putting in place is—and this happens
to be beneficial for farmers—is, why don’t
we grow our way out of dependency on oil?
Why don’t we use, initially, corn as the feed-
stock for an ethanol industry that has gone
from about a billion gallons a year when I
first became President to over 6 billion gal-
lons a year?

In other words—and so what I'm begin-
ning to tell you is—what I am—not begin-
ning, what I am telling you is that we have
a comprehensive strategy to deal with energy
security and environmental quality at the
same time. And the interesting dynamic that
has taken place in the environmental debate
is the two issues have now come—come front
and center at the same time. In other words,
you can solve one, you can solve the other.

Now, in terms of the environment, my—
I gave a speech the other day in front of the
major economies of the world. And the rea-
son I asked the major economies of the world
to come to the table is because there is no
solution for global warming unless all the
major economies, or the growing economies
of the world come to the table. You can’t
have a—one of the reasons I was against
Kyoto was not because I'm not—don’t sup-
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port, you know, good quality environmental
policy. I didn’t think it made sense to have
policy that didn’t include all the major econo-
mies, like China.

And so why don’t we try this approach—
why don’t we make sure that China comes
to the table on this issue? And step one is,
we’ll sit around the table and agree on a com-
mon goal about what the reductions of green-
house gases ought to be over the first half
of the next century. Because if you can get
somebody to sign on to a goal, you then get
somebody to recognize there’s a problem and
then obligate them to come up with a solu-
tion. So that’s part of the strategy.

Here at home there are three aspects of
our economy that affect greenhouse gases.
First, automobiles—and I just described to
you the policy that I think is good to address
our reliance upon oil, which also affects that
aspect of our economy that—where there’s
a lot of emissions, and that’s the automobiles.
We can’t rely upon corn forever for ethanol.
There are a lot of hog growers and cattle
growers around that get a little nervous when
the price of corn is going up the way it is.
And so your Government is spending a fair
amount of money, of your money, to research
cellulosic ethanol. And that’s a fancy word
for using corn chips or switch grass to be
able to be the feedstock for new ethanol pro-
duction.

And smart people tell me we're pretty
close. So some day it’s very conceivable that
the farmers around here are going to be
growing switch grass. And then you become
energy producers. Or you can imagine if we
can use wood chips as a source to be able
to produce ethanol; then all of a sudden you
got a lot of the places that grow pine trees
become a part of the energy mix. It’s very
conceivable that we can reduce our energy,
our gasoline usage by 20 percent over the
next 10 years. As a matter of fact, I've asked
Congress to put that into law, not as a vol-
untary standard, but a mandatory standard.

Secondly, electricity—and so—you know,
the real question on this environmental issue
is, can we have policies in place that enable
us to grow our economies and, at the same
time, protect the environment? And tech-
nology will enable us to do that. That was
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the other message I talked about at this con-
ference. You don’t have to shut down your
economy in order to protect the environ-
ment.

Technology will enable us, for example, to
generate electricity from coal, but have zero
emissions. That’s where were headed. So
we're spending a couple of billion dollars of
your money on clean coal technology. The
dream is to have a coal-fired plant that pro-
duces zero emissions. And the smart people
tell me that’s coming.

And by the way, on automobiles, just—
you got me stuck on something I'm inter-
ested in—automobiles, you're going to be
driving your car with a battery, and so the
first 40 miles—this is going to be helpful for
urban dwellers—the first 40 miles will be
driven on a battery charge. I feel like it’s
coming pretty quick, and your deal doesn’t
have to look like a golf cart, you know; it’s
going to look like a car—[laughter]—or a
pickup truck, you can drive a pickup truck.
[Laughter] Well, they drive them in Texas.
[Laughter] You get your first 40 miles—I'm
not quite through. And it’s a long answer,
I'm sorry. It’s called filibustering. [Laughter]

The other thing is, is that we got to pro-
mote nuclear power. I am convinced that the
plant designs today are safe. I know we have
got to do research on how to burn down the
spent fuel in order to make people com-
fortable that we can deal with the waste in
a smart way. If youre an environmentalist
and concerned about greenhouse gases, you
got to be for nuclear power. Nuclear power
enables the developed world and the devel-
oping world to generate, get a—get cheap
electricity without one iota of greenhouse
gases.

And so we're talking to countries like
China and India about a help—how to help
them develop a civilian nuclear power indus-
try. And so the question that’s got to be on
your mind—I'm certain it is— How they
going to get the fuel? Do you really want
a lot of people enriching?” Well, there’s a
Nuclear Suppliers Group that does produce
fuel—we’re one of them. And so my vision
is, if you want to have your nuclear power-
plant, fine. The Nuclear Suppliers Group will
provide you the fuel and will collect the spent
fuel. And hopefully, as this new technology
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comes, we'll reprocess the spent fuel in a way
that reduces the amount of spent fuel and
the toxicity of the fuel.

And finally, there’s—the third aspect of
greenhouse gases here at home is how do
you—you've got to build your buildings bet-
ter, and building codes matter when it comes
to the construction of buildings. And so
there’s the three-part strategy. Then the
question is, who develops the strategy for
each country? Well, my attitude is, we can
develop our own strategy. See, we’ll set the
goal, work with other nations to set the goal,
and we’ll develop a strategy. We'll develop
a strategy that meets the needs of the Amer-
ican economy. We'll develop a strategy that
the American people are comfortable with,
all aiming to achieve the international goal.

And anyway, it’s a great question. I appre-
ciate you asking it.

Yes, little guy, you got one?

Border Security/Immigration Reform

Q. Do you have any further plans on pre-
venting illegal immigration?

The President. Illegal immigration? Yes,
I do. He said, do I have any plans to prevent
illegal—further plans. One is to double the
Border Patrol. Two is to moderize the bor-
der. You know—I know you've haven't ever
been down there—or maybe you have. I used
to live close to the border, and it is an expan-
sive territory, and it’s hard to enforce. And
you can’t have a Border Patrol agent every
quarter-mile. You've got to have infrastruc-
ture, as well, to leverage the presence of Bor-
der Patrol.

And so we're modernizing it. We're getting
some fencing and some automobile routes—
you get on the Arizona border; you can’t tell
what’s border and what’s not border. I mean,
it’s just desert. But we’re beginning to clearly
define the border, and were beginning to
have much more effective enforcement on
the border.

The second aspect of the immigration pol-
icy that discouraged a lot of our Border Pa-
trol and, frankly, discouraged a lot of Ameri-
cans and made them believe that the Govern-
ment wasn’t serious about enforcing the bor-
der is, oftentimes, we would find somebody
trying to sneak into our country illegally and
then release them. And the old policy was,
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check back in with your immigration court.
The problem is, they weren't interested in
checking back in with the immigration court;
they were interested in working. And so it
was called catch-and-release. We've ended
that.

One of the things we did with the Con-
gress over the last couple of years is increase
the number of detention facilities and beds.
So somebody gets caught sneaking into our
country illegally will be held in detention,
particularly if theyre from a Central Amer-
ican country, for example. And they're being
shipped home now, which sends a message
back to Central America that it’s not a free
ride anymore. In other words, there is a cost
of trying to come into the country.

Thirdly—so it’s modernization, increased
manpower, and better policy in terms of en-
forcing law.

Now, I'm going to tell you my position on
this, just so you know loud and clear. I don’t
think you can fully enforce the border like
Americans expect unless you recognize that
people are willing to do whatever it takes to
sneak in here to do jobs Americans aren’t
willing to do. And therefore, I believe, as an
integral part of border security, that we say
to somebody, “You can come here on a tem-
porary basis to pick peaches or to work in
a chicken factory.” In other words, there’s
a lot of jobs Americans aren’t willing to do,
but somebody else is willing to do it because
they want to put food on the table for their
families. And until we have a rational, tem-
porary guest-worker program, people are
going to sneak in.

I used to remind people, family values
don’t stop at the Rio Grande River. You got
people who are worried about putting food
on the table and are willing to get in the
bottom of an 18-wheeler in 100-degree tem-
perature because they’re going to come and
do a job many Americans don’t want to do.
And so I fully believe that if you want to
enforce the border and be humane, have a
temporary-worker program. Give people a
chance to come with a tamper-proof ID card
that says, you going to come for a limited
period of time to do a job that somebody
else isn’t doing.

That, by the way, relieves the pressure off
the employers. If youre a small-business
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owner—I[applause]—well, there’s somebody
who’s worried about it. If you're running a
nursery here in Lancaster County and some-
body shows up to work, you're not in much
of a position to determine whether or not
that Social Security card somebody gives you
is forged or not. And believe me, there is
a whole forgery network around this immi-
gration issue, just like there’s a whole smug-
gling network around this immigration issue.

And so it’'s—anyway, I put up an idea, and
we tried to get it through Congress; it didn’t
work. And so in the meantime, however, this
border security initiative is still going on
down there on the border. I'm constantly in
touch with the person in charge. I said,
“Here’s what you said you're going to do;
are you're doing it?” That’s one of the jobs
of the President, is to hold people to account.
I'm interested in results. I said, “You're going
to come in and check in with me on a regular
basis to show me what’s happening.” And it’s
amazing what happens—I'm sure you do this
in your businesses—you say, “You show up
and give me an accounting of what’s taken
place.” Well, the same thing works in govern-
ment. And so I'm watching carefully, and
we're implementing the will of the United
States Congress on the border security.

Yes, sir.

Federal Utilities

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Thank you.

Q. Recently, the Federal Government im-
plemented the National Electric Trans-
mission Corridors Project, whereby the Fed-
eral Government can step in and not only
identify corridors where we need to increase
transmission capabilities along the east coast
or the west coast, for example, but oversee,
if you will, what the State says. In other
words, if a State is holding up the project,
the Federal Government can come in an
say, “No, this is where it’s going to go, and
this is how we’re going to do that.” Recently,
when the Federal Government has identified
some of these corridors, the States’ Gov-
ernors have come out against some of these
corridors because they don’t want to lose
control. I'm just wondering what your opin-
ion is on that.
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The President. It's a—the issue, as well
as whether or not the Federal Government
has the right of eminent domain to put cer-
tain Federal systems in place over the objec-
tions of State and landowners—and I support
it on a limited basis, so long as it achieves
a national objective. And I think having mod-
ern communications and electricity wires is
in the national interest.

Yes, ma’am.

Federal and Private Programs

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Well, you raised your
hand. [Laughter] You didn’t mean it? You
want a little chance to collect the thoughts,
you know? I mean, we're talking national TV
here, you know? [Laughter]

Q. I actually wrote it down so I wouldn’t
get flustered.

The President. Yes—it didnt work.
[Laughter] It’s just the President.

Q. Exactly. Thank you for picking me. I
work for the Central Pennsylvania Food
Bank. And in the last two of your budgets,
you have attempted to eliminate the com-
modity supplemetal food programs. It’s okay.
We can talk about that.

The President. Yes. [Laughter]

Q. Now, with——

The President. 1 did? Anyway—[laugh-
ter].

Q. Yes, sir, you did.

The President. I'm going to call the man
responsible right when I get home. Anyway,
go ahead.

Q. Your Secretary of Agriculture came to
visit us, and we asked him about it too.

The President. And what did he say?

Q. Not alot. [Laughter]

The President. Why did you ask that
question? [Laughter] Anyway.

Q. With a half a million seniors who rely
on this food—and the food stamp benefit for
seniors who live in poverty isn’t—it comes
nowhere near this benefit that they receive—
how do we make sure that our seniors have
the food that they need?

The President. Yes.

Q. And what I would say is, you know,
I mean, I just want to make this program

for my food bank.
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The President. Well, where do you get
most of your food from in the food bank?
Private donations, right?

Q. Well, we're fortunate, yes.

The President. Yes. That's the way it
ought to be. Food banks ought to be sup-
ported through the generosity of individuals.
And—anyway, keep going. So the program
that we're

Q. But I mean, for the supplemental—
commodity supplemental food program,
there’s nothing to replace it with. Food
stamps aren’t going to work, and we're talk-
ing about folks who live in poverty—elderly
folks who live in poverty.

The President. Right.

Q. They already made all the mistakes
which they can’t fix

The President. Yes, look, if somebody is
poor, we want to help them.

Q. Exactly.

The President. And the fundamental
question is, what’s the proper balance be-
tween Federal help and private help? And
when it comes to food banks, look, I don’t
know the program. Maybe I shouldn’t make
this admission; maybe I should try to bull
my way through. I don’t know the program;
I'm sorry. I'll be glad to look into it. But just
from a philosophical perspective, one of the
wonderful things about the country is, when
there’s a need, the average citizen steps up
and helps fills the need through private char-
ity. And your program, I suspect, really func-
tions well because the food bank is a dear
cause for people. People say, “How can I love
my neighbor?” Well, one way to love your
neighbor is the food bank.

And the truth of the matter is, I suspect
that if seniors are suffering here in Lancaster
County and you put out the call, people are
going to help. And so I would—I will get
your budget—yes, leave your name. I'll get
your budget question answered, because
you'll be maybe surprised, not surprised—
I don’t know all the budget lines. [Laughter]
I tend to try to have the big picture. But
it’s big picture for you, and I understand it.
Thank you for your question. I will seriously
find out for you.

Yes, ma’am.
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Middle East/War on Terror/Spread of
Democracy

Q. Thank you very much. It’s truly an

honor to have a President come to our coun-
ty.
4 The President. Thank you.
Q. I just wanted to ask you specifically,
relating to Israel and Palestine, what, in your
opinion, will it really take to ever have peace?
And is it that really possible?

The President. That's a great question.
What will it take to have peace in the Middle
East? And first, it'll take a firm rejection of
extremism and a rejection of people who use
terror as a weapon to achieve their political
objectives. This ideological struggle that I
just described to you is taking place through-
out the entire Middle East.

Secondly, I believe that in order for there
to be peace, there needs to be a Palestinian
democracy committed to living side by side
with an Israeli democracy in peace. And so
I've advanced this vision. First of all, I believe
it can happen. There’s nothing worse than
a leader saying, “I don’t think it’s going to
happen, but we’ll try.” T do believe it can
happen. I do believe there can be peace. I
understand how difficult it is because there
are people who can’t stand the thought of
a democracy in their midst, because they
have a different vision of government. This
is what you're seeing playing out in Iraq. This
is what is playing out in Afghanistan. Isn’t
it amazing that two of the youngest democ-
racies on the face of the Earth are being chal-
lenged by murderers and terrorists? They
have a different vision of government.

Thirdly, this is being played out in Leb-
anon. A struggling democracy is having to
deal with extremist groups funded by parties
in the region that worry about the advent
of democracy. And so my strategy has always
been to lay out a vision that I believe can
work, and work toward that vision. And so
we're doing that in the Middle East.

Now, first, in order for there to be peace
in the Middle East, there has to be a commit-
ment by the leaders of the parties to work
toward two democracies living side by side
in peace. The United States can’t impose a
solution. We can’t make the leader of a de-
mocracy—force the leader of a democracy
to make a decision that is not in the interest
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of the people of that democracy. So one of
the interesting breakthroughs has been that
the Israelis have come to believe, and rightly
so, that it’s in their long-term interest that
we work toward a Palestinian democracy.
Otherwise, the demographics will overwhelm
the Israeli democracy.

And so the leadership—this isn’t—they
didn’t say, “Hey, good idea; let’s have Pales-
tinian democracy,” because I said it. They
have said this because it’s in their interest.
And so does President Abbas believe it’s im-
portant and necessary. But the problem is,
is that we have got to do two things. One,
we’'ve got to make this hope real for the Pal-
estinians. In other words, they've heard a lot
of rhetoric, but they really haven't seen a
state begun to emerge from the rhetoric. So
there’s got to be hope.

And so one of the things Condi and I are
working on is to see if we can’t get the two
parties to agree on what a state would look
like so that the average Palestinian says,
“Wait a minute. I'm sick and tired of this
violence; I'm not going to support those who
espouse radicalism and violence in order to
achieve an objective, because here’s a dif-
ferent vision.” And in the meantime, we're
trying to help this Palestinian democracy
have the institutions in place—a security in-
stitution, an economic institution, an actual
functioning government—that will inspire
not only their own people but inspire the
Israelis to eventually trust their judgment
that a Palestinian state on her border will
yield the peace. And it’s hard—it can happen.

But we have to be firm in our rejection
of extremists and radicals. And what happens
in Iraq, for example, matters in the Pales-
tinian Territory. What happens in Lebanon
matters around the Middle East. And the
truth of the matter is, Iran is using Hizballah
in Lebanon and is worried about democracy
in the Middle East—can’t stand the thought
of a democratic government on our border—
is creating issues of peace.

And one of the reasons I answered the
man’s question that I did about the need to
succeed is because there would be nothing
worse for world peace if the Iranians believed
that the United States didn’t have the will
and commitment to help young democracies
survive; that if we left before the job was
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done, there would be chaos. Chaos would
embolden not only the extremists and radi-
cals who would like to do us harm, but it
would also embolden Iran. And what you
don’t want is somebody—is to have a nuclear
arms race taking place in the Middle East.

And so our objective with Iran is to peace-
fully deal with the issue and convince the
Iranians to give up their nuclear weapons
ambitions for the sake of peace. And that re-
quires more than one voice speaking to them.
It requires the international community un-
derstanding the stakes of what a nuclear-
armed Iran could mean. I'm kind of getting
out of the lane here on the question but—
anyway, I wanted to share this with you.

All of these democracy movements and
freedom movements are related to the larger
issues that you're reading about in your news-
papers. The Iranian issue, the Iragi issue,
theyre all interrelated. And that's why it’s
really important for the United States to stay
engaged and to promote democracy for the
sake of peace.

See, 50 years—the time between when my
dad fought and Koizumi came into the office,
50 years is really—or 60 years is not all that
long—unless, of course, you're 59. [Laugh-
ter] But anyway, it’s just not all that long.
And T've told people, this is the first chapter
of freedom’s march in the 21st century,
against these radical ideologues. It’s the first
chapter. We're in for an ideological struggle
that’s going to take awhile.

And my commitment is, let’s make sure
that first chapter that’s written is one that’ll
yield the peace we want. Let’s make certain
when we look back at this generation that
they say, “They didn’t shirk their duty; they
did the hard work so future children can live
in peace.” And it’s difficult. It's a difficult
work. It's hard to do the hard things now.
And so—and the American people are—you
know, they don’t like war. He’s got to know,
I don’t like it either. But I also understand
the challenges.

And anyway, there’s a part of an answer
for a strategy that I believe is going to work.
I really do.

Yes.

Education

Q. [Inaudible]

1293

The President. A college education—if
you’re a poor student, you just got to—you
got help because I signed a bill that increased
the amount and size of Pell grants. I believe
strongly that Pell grants is one good way of
helping families afford higher education. I
believe in tax incentives to help families save
for higher education. I believe in student
loans to help families afford higher edu-
cation.

My view is this, that if you work hard and
you want to go to college, you can find all
the help you want. Now, some people don’t
like repaying loans, but that’s part of life. If
we can borrow some of your money—if
somebody’s going to borrow some of your
money, they ought to repay your money. No,
I think if you really look hard, youll find
there’s a lot of help.

The best thing we can do, by the way, to
make sure that higher education is relevant—
this isn’t exactly your question—but to make
sure it works in America is to make sure our
children can read and write and add and sub-
tract. And I want to spend a little time talking
to you about a subject that may be controver-
sial for some. It’s called the No Child Left
Behind law. See, it’s an old trick—you talk
about education; I segue into something I
want to talk about. [Laughter]

Here’s the law. As Governor of Texas, 1
was deeply concerned about schools in my
State that were simply moving children
through the system without being able to tell
parents or officials or taxpayers whether or
not that child could meet standards. And so
what ended up happening is, is that I would
go to a school, and they’d say, “Well, we've
inherited kids who can’t read”—from the ele-
mentary school, for example. So I decided
to try to do something about it. And step
one was to say, if you're going to take our
money, taxpayers’ money, you need to meas-
ure. There needs to be a standard. You need
to show us whether or not, for example, chil-
dren are reading at grade level by the third
grade.

And I took this—and the standards started
improving education results. I mean, we ac-
tually—using the word “result” wasn’t some-
thing that we could use before we measured.
We were guessing. Now we're measuring in
our State.
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And so I took this attitude to Washington,
DC. We're spending a lot of your money on
poor kids in Federal education, which I sup-
port. But I don’t support the notion of not
knowing whether or not that child can read.
And so therefore, we said, “You design the
tests.” In other words, I said, “You design
the tests, not the Federal Government.” I
believe in local control of schools, but I just
believe in strong accountability. I believe in
saying to a school district, “You better get
it right, and you're going to measure to show
us whether or not you're getting it right.”
And T also believe that in early grades, when
we find somebody who can’t read up to grade
level, we ought to spend additional money
to help that child get up to speed now, before
it’s too late.

And so the No Child Left Behind Act says,
we trust you to run your schools the way you
want to run them, but you show us whether
or not a child can read, write, and add and
subtract. Guess what happens generally in
some of the schools—in my State, at least,
they used to—guess who was penalized by
a system that didn’t measure? African Amer-
ican inner-city kids, you know—they're hard
to educate; let’s just move them through.
That’s unacceptable to America. And it was
certainly unacceptable to me as Governor
and me as President. I believe every child
can learn, and I expect schools to teach every
child how to learn.

And so to answer your question on college,
you can find help to go to college; you sure
can. But my advice is doing what I'm sure
you're doing, which is studying hard now so
that college is relevant to you later. And so
I thank you for your question.

Yes, sir.

Presidential Election/President’s Family

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Yes, I will.

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. I'll veto it. Yes.

Q. Mr. President, I have a lot of respect
for the job you do

The President. Why don’t you just leave
her right there, then? [Laughter]

Q. After saying you're still having fun, I
have even more respect for you.

The President. Thank you.
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Q. But my question is a little bit lighter,
I guess. Two things: One, are you able at
this point to support any of the Presidential
candidates coming up?

The President. No.

Q. All right. [Laughter] Then my next
question—TI have recently watched the inter-
views with your daughters, and you have to
be very proud of them.

The President. Thank you.

Q. I'm proud of my daughter. My question
is, would you rather see your daughters go
into business or politics?

The President. I'd rather them do what-
ever they want to do. And I—what I want
them to do is, I want them to understand
that when they can—when they love a neigh-
bor or when they help somebody in need,
that they’re really helping themselves. I want
them to understand there is a certain respon-
sibility in our society to reach out. So when
Jenna told me she’s a school teacher, I was
very proud of that. Or when Barbara went
down and worked in a AIDS—pediatric
AIDS clinic in South Africa, I was very proud
of that. And yes, I love my daughters. And
one of the hardest things I've done is, I've
put them in the spotlight. And that was—
I really wrestled with the decision to run for
President because, of all the candidates, I un-
derstand what it means to be a son or a
daughter of a President.

And so it’s been a blessing to see them
grow up. And I'm real proud of them.

Yes. No, you're second.

Immigration Reform

Q. Mr. President, it’s a pleasure to have
you here. My question, it brings the immigra-
tion issue a little closer to home. Recently,
the mayor of Hazleton came to Lancaster
City and spoke about his views regarding
penalties for landlords and others who sup-
port illegal immigrants. The city of Lancaster
passed an ordinance that rejected that sort
of thinking. I'd like your thoughts about that
position, please.

The President. 1 think that—one of the
reasons I was strongly in favor of comprehen-
sive immigration reform is so that would pre-
empt local governments from taking a variety
of actions which creates a confusing mosaic
around the country. Obviously, you know,
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State—local governments can do what they
want to do. But I believe the reason they
feel like they need to do that is because the
Federal Government hasn’t acted with a
comprehensive immigration reform bill. And
one of the consequences of the Federal Gov-
ernment not being able to act in a focused,
concerted way is that people felt obligated
to respond locally.

And so Congress needs to—you know, I
don’t know whether they're going to bring
the issue up again. I was deeply disappointed
that we couldn’t get the bill going. I really
felt like a comprehensive bill would, as I say,
prevent this notion of city governments re-
sponding to immigration in a variety of dif-
ferent ways. Same thing is happening in
Texas, in some places. And so it's a—anyway,
we'll keep trying to get it done. I'm going
to tell you something: The country needs to
address this thing in a comprehensive fash-
ion.

Yes, sir. Oh, I'm sorry, ma’am. When
you're getting over 60, sometimes your mind
slips. [Laughter]

War on Terror/Progress in Iraq

Q. Mr. President, my question is, are you
disappointed in Americans condemning the
Iraqi war now, since

The President. Do what now?

Q. I said, are you disappointed in the
Americans that condemn the Iraqi war now,
since after—right after 9/11 it seemed like
we were all ready to go to war over it?

The President. I'm not—listen, people
don’t like war. I'm not disappointed in Amer-
ica at all. I love America. And I fully under-
stand, you know, that people just are anxious
about seeing death on their TV screens. I
also understand that, you know, the enemy
understands that. And so these spectacular
bombings of innocent people are meant to
achieve a couple of objectives: one, shake the
will of those inside Iraq or wherever they
kill—Afghanistan, Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines—all aiming to disquiet societies that
live under the democracy. But theyre also
smart people. They know that these spec-
taculars will get on our TV screens.

And they understand the goodness of
America. They may not view this as a strong
characteristic of our society, which is that we
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respect human rights and human dignity and
human life—that may be viewed as a weak-
ness in their perspective. But for me, it’s a
strength. And they know that we’ll recoil
from these kinds of deaths. And so it’'s a—
I'm not surprised, ma’am, that this war has
created anxiety in our society. You know, like
everybody else, I wish it would, you know,
be over. But I want it over having accom-
plished our objectives, which is, as I told you,
to write a solid chapter in this long ideolog-
ical struggle so that 50 years from now, when
people look at the decisionmaking, they say,
“T understand where he’s coming from, and
it was worth the sacrifice—which is peace.”

We live in a society, in a way, where
things—people have expectations that things
ought to happen quite quickly. To come from
a tyrannical society that really didn’t know
the habits of democracy and be given the
challenge and the responsibility of governing
a democracy is hard work. And I'm not mak-
ing any excuses, but I'm telling you it’s hard.
There’s no basis for which these folks inside
Iraq have governed, except for somebody
else’s experience, not their own experiences.
And T talk to these leaders a lot. And the
first thing I'm looking for in them is cour-
age—do they have the courage necessary to
stand up in the face of these attacks by ex-
tremists; do they have the capacity to reach
out to each other?

And what’s happening in Iraq is that as
security has improved at the local level, local
folks just—average citizens stand up and say,
“We want more.” It is wrong to assume that
the average mom in Iraq is willing to accept
violence. The average mom in Iraq wants
what you want, which is your child growing
up in peace. The average mom in Iraq wants
something better for her child than what was
under the tyranny of Saddam Hussein.

And so it's a—what’s happening there is,
is as I said in my speech the other night,
local politics will affect national politics; rec-
onciliation is taking place at the local level,
and people who are learning how to run a
democracy are beginning to respond. And
anyway, I'm not disappointed in America at
all. T love America, and I really love the peo-

le.

Yes. I think that was your question, wasn’t
it? Okay. The answer was so long, I lost track.
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What you got, buddy?

Iran/North Korea

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Okay, I'll ask you a ques-
tion. What grade are you in?

Q. I'min 10th grade.

The President. Tenth, fabulous.

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Atta boy. [Laughter]

Q. I would like you to help me understand
why you consider that—[inaudible]—refuse
to negotiate directly with—[inaudible].

The President. Appreciate that.

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. Great question. He says,
why won’t I sit down with the Iranian leaders;
why won't there be direct negotiations with
Iran? In order for diplomacy to work, the
other side needs as much or more from you
as you need from them. We have started ne-
gotiations with a leader and a form of govern-
ment we don’t agree with, called North
Korea.

And let me give you this case study. I was
concerned about the North Korean weapons
programs. I was concerned that they didn’t
honor agreements from the past, and so
therefore, I said, we're not going to continue
the bilateral negotiations that I inherited—
because I felt very strongly that those nego-
tiations were non-consequential. In other
words, there was no consequence if some-
body decided to just go ahead and ignore
what we’'d agreed to. Negotiations just for
the sake of negotiations oftentimes send
wrong signals. Negotiations to achieve con-
sequences are worth doing.

And so my first objective was to put the
discussion, potential discussions in the posi-
tion that if Kim Jong Il decided to say one
thing and do another, there would be some
consequences. And the most consequential
move would be that countries in the neigh-
borhood, such as China, would become—
would try to affect North Korean policy. In
other words, to get China at the table was
an objective, so that when we spoke to North
Korea, they would hear more than one
voice—the United States. They had heard
the voice of the United States for the pre-
vious 6 years and didn’t honor their obliga-
tions, we felt. But maybe they would change
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their behavior if they heard the voice of other
countries. In other words, five of us got to-
gether and said, “Here’s what we expect you
to do, and in return for you doing this in
a verifiable way, you will end up getting this.
But if you decide to make a promise and not
honor that promise, then there will be con-
sequences.” We had already sanctioned
North Korea, so we were pretty much non-
consequential on the diplomatic front. But
China hadn’t, for example.

And so step one was to try to make sure
that any discussions we had were able to
achieve objectives, and in this case—this ex-
ample was one where we were willing to dis-
cuss it, but we want to make sure that we
set it up in such a way that when it came
time for North Korea to dismantle its pro-
grams, we would, one, be able to verify it,
and two, we would be able to keep them at
the table and keep them progressing. And
that’s where we are today. In other words
we've—and it takes awhile to get all this in
place.

You know, in Iran, we're dealing with a
country where the leader has said that he
wants to destroy Israel. My belief is that the
United States will defend our ally, Israel.
This is a leader who has made very provoca-
tive statements, and we have made it clear,
however, in spite of that, that we're willing
to sit down with him, so long as he suspends
his program—his nuclear weapons program.
In other words, it’s his choice, not mine any-
more.

So I believe that’s the best way to achieve
an objective without undermining our credi-
bility, without sending the wrong signal to
people. And so it's—each case matter is dif-
ferent. And so if your question is, will you
ever sit down with them? We've proven we
would with North Korea. And the answer is,
yes, just so long as we can achieve something;
so long as we are able to get our objective.
And T guess what I'm telling you is, it takes
time to get things in place so that there will
be results.

And, actually, that’s a great question for
a guy your age. I never would have thought
of it. [Laughter]

Yes.
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Cooperation With Congress/President’s
Decisionmaking

Q. [Inaudible]—thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent—/[inaudible]—Lancaster.

The President. Okay.

Q. What do you see as your goal as leader
of the country in depolarizing Congress and
getting more win-wins out of Congress and
less vetoes from you?

The President. Yes. You know, probably
the most disappointing thing about my expe-
rience in Washington is the harshness of the
discourse, is the zero-sum attitude. And I've
tried to do my part by holding people with
respect and to—you know, talking about peo-
ple in such a way that it doesn’t degrade the
process. I want this little guy to look at Wash-
ington and say, “Wow, this is something I
may aspire to.”

First of all, I'm not so sure there’s much
that we can do at this point in time. The
war has been divisive; I understand that. The
politics is coming around the corner here in
2008, and people are going to be posturing
a lot. Maybe it's—part of it’s, I guess, my
stubbornness over taxes. I'm just not going
to raise your taxes, I just want to make that
clear. And so therefore, if the definition of
“common ground” is, raise taxes, there are
just some redlines for me—no, I'm not sug-
gesting you suggested that.

I'll still try to do my best to treat people
with respect. It’s the best thing a President
can do, it seems like to me. And the other
leaders ought to be doing the same thing.
If you disagree with a person, don’t make
it personal. Don't feel like you have to tear
the other person down in order to make a
political point.

And T got to go, T hate to tell you. You're
paying me too much money to be sitting here
talking. [Laughter]

I want to conclude by, one, thanking you
for coming. I hope you get a better sense
of why I made the decisions I make and who
I am as a person. You know, it’s a—oh, I
don’t know what people think when they're
looking on the TV screen. The only thing I
can do is just to tell you what’s in my heart
and to let you know the principles by which
I decide things, my great optimism about the
future. I'm an optimistic guy. And the reason
I'm optimistic is because I believe in the
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greatness of the country, and I believe the
values of America are so real.

I told somebody behind stage, this has
been a joyous experience, being the Presi-
dent. My buddies in Texas just simply don’t
think I'm telling them the truth. [Laughter]
But it is. It is a joyous experience to try to
solve problems. It's a joyous experience to
represent a country full of decent and honor-
able and caring people.

And I thank you for giving me a chance
to come. And I ask for God’s blessings on
you and our country. Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:37 a.m. at Jay
Group, Inc. headquarters. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Marion McGowan, chairman, Tom
Baldrige, president, and Jim Smucker, chairman-
elect, Lancaster County Chamber of Commerce
and Industry; Jay Chryst, founder, and Dana
Chryst, chief executive officer, Jay Group, Inc.;
Krist Blank, Amish church leader; Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of
the Al Qaida terrorist organization; President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian
Authority; Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea;
and President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran.
The President also referred to H.R. 976, the
“Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthor-
ization Act of 2007.” An audience member re-
ferred to Mayor Louis ]. Barletta of Hazelton, PA.

Statement on the Agreement
Announced at the Six-Party Talks in
Beijing

October 3, 2007

I welcome the agreement announced
today at the six-party talks in Beijing. Today’s
announcement reflects the common commit-
ment of the participants in the six-party talks
to realize a Korean Peninsula that is free of
nuclear weapons.

In September 2005, we agreed on a joint
statement that charted the way forward to-
ward achieving a nuclear weapons-free pe-
ninsula. In February 2007, the participants
in the six-party talks announced a set of first
steps toward implementing that agreement.
Today’s announcement maps out additional
steps toward our ultimate goal of full and
verifiable denuclearization.

Under the agreement reached today,
North Korea has committed that by the end
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of 2007, it will provide a complete and cor-
rect declaration of all its nuclear programs,
nuclear weapons programs, materials, and
any proliferation activity. North Korea will
get started on its commitment to disable all
its existing nuclear facilities by disabling the
core nuclear facilities at Yongbyon by the end
of the year. North Korea also committed not
to transfer nuclear materials, technology, or
know-how beyond its borders.

The other parties—including the United
States—are providing economic and energy
assistance to North Korea. Such assistance
is being provided as North Korea carries out
its commitments.

I commend Secretary Rice, Ambassador
Hill, and our negotiating team for their hard
work and dedication to this important effort,
which will help secure the future peace and
prosperity of the Northeast Asian region.

Message to the House of
Representatives Returning Without
Approval the “Children’s Health
Insurance Program Reauthorization
Act of 2007

October 3, 2007

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my ap-
proval H.R. 976, the “Children’s Health In-
surance Program Reauthorization Act of
2007,” because this legislation would move
health care in this country in the wrong di-
rection.

The original purpose of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)
was to help children whose families cannot
afford private health insurance, but do not
qualify for Medicaid, to get the coverage they
need. My Administration strongly supports
reauthorization of SCHIP. That is why I pro-
posed last February a 20 percent increase
in funding for the program over 5 years.

This bill would shift SCHIP away from its
original purpose and turn it into a program
that would cover children from some families
of four earning almost $83,000 a year. In ad-
dition, under this bill, government coverage
would displace private health insurance for
many children. If this bill were enacted, one
out of every three children moving onto gov-
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ernment coverage would be moving from pri-
vate coverage. The bill also does not fully
fund all its new spending, obscuring the true
cost of the bill's expansion of SCHIP, and
it raises taxes on Working Americans.

Because the Congress has chosen to send
me a bill that moves our health care system
in the wrong direction, I must veto it. I hope
we can now work together to produce a good
bill that puts poorer children first, that moves
adults out of a program meant for children,
and that does not abandon the bipartisan tra-
dition that marked the enactment of SCHIP.
Our goal should be to move children who
have no health insurance to private coverage,
not to move children who already have pri-
vate health insurance to government cov-
erage.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 3, 2007.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Parliament Member Sa’ad Hariri of
Lebanon

October 4, 2007

President Bush. It is my honor to wel-
come the honorable Sa’ad Hariri here to the
Oval Office. Sa’ad is the majority leader in
the Lebanese Parliament.

I told this courageous leader that the
United States strongly supports the success
of democracy in Lebanon; that we respect
your country, and that we understand the ob-
stacles that you face. First, I was very im-
pressed by the response of the Government
and Prime Minister Siniora in dealing with
the extremists and radicals, impressed by his
willingness to have the Lebanese forces work
for security in Lebanon, and so impressed
that I asked Admiral Fallon to go to Lebanon
to assess how we can further help the Gov-
ernment and the forces protect themselves
from radical elements who are willing to use
violence and terror to achieve objectives.

We talked about the upcoming Presi-
dential election, and I am deeply concerned
about foreign interference in your elections.
It is—the message has been sent to nations,
such as Syria, that they should not interfere
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in the election of the President. The inter-
national community has spoken, and we ex-
pect Syria to honor those—that demand.

Sa’ad Hariri suffered incredible tragedy
when his good father was assassinated, killed
in Lebanon. And as a result of that cold-
blooded murder, the international commu-
nity has demanded accountability. That tri-
bunal is taking too long to get started. The
international community must work more
quickly to stand up this tribunal so people
will be held to account. And not only that,
this tribunal will send a clear message that
there will be justice delivered for not only
the murder of your dad but for the murder
of others that have taken place on the streets
of Beirut.

You know, I admire your courage. This is
a tough time.

Mr. Hariri. Thank you.

President Bush. And I appreciate the fact
that you care enough about the people of
Lebanon that you're willing to work hard for
peace and democracy and freedom. And I
reiterate what I told you, is that the United
States is more than just an admirer; we want
to help you as best as we possibly can.

So I welcome you here to the Oval Office.

Mr. Hariri. Thank you. I thank you, Mr.
President, for the political and all the support
that you have given Lebanon, from the inter-
national tribunal, from helping the security
forces also, and fighting those terrorists in
Lebanon. Also, we in Lebanon have a very
important constitutional Presidential election
that we don’t want any foreign interference
in this Presidential election.

We've had Members of our Parliament
being killed. We ask—I ask Mr. President
that this action is taken by terrorists that want
to finish our democracy. We will stay re-
solved; we will stay focused on our democ-
racy. We will not let those who want to de-
stroy our democracy succeed. We have paid
very dear blood, from my father to Mr.
Antoine Ghanem lately, who were willing to
pay the price to preserve our democracy. And
we shall preserve our democracy with our
country.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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President Bush. Welcome. Glad you're
here. Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of
Lebanon; Adm. William J. Fallon, commander,
U.S. Central Command; and former Prime Min-
ister Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon, who was assas-
sinated on February 14, 2005. Mr. Hariri referred
to Parliament Member Antoine Ghanem of Leb-
anon, who was assassinated on September 19.

Statement on Senator Pete V.
Domenici’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection

October 4, 2007

For over three decades, the citizens of
New Mexico have turned to Pete Domenici
for leadership on issues that matter to their
families, their communities, and their coun-
try. He earned the respect and trust of his
constituents, which is why they elected him
to serve in the United States Senate longer
than any other New Mexican in history.

A proud son of Italian immigrants, Pete
has devoted much of his life to serving the
State and the country that he loves. In Wash-
ington, he has won the respect of his peers
as a skilled and determined legislator. He
championed clean nuclear power and helped
secure the passage of the Energy Policy Act
of 2005, the first national energy plan in
more than a decade. As chairman of the Sen-
ate Budget Committee, he was a leader in
efforts to lower taxes, balance the budget,
and reduce Washington spending. And he
has been a tireless advocate for our men and
women in uniform. Senator Domenici has
helped improve the lives of millions of Amer-
icans and made our country safer.

Pete is a man of intellect and compassion.
I have valued his counsel and friendship, and
I look forward to working with him as he
serves out the remainder of his term.

Laura and I are grateful for Pete’s service
to our Nation. As he nears retirement, we
pray for his health and well-being, and we
send Pete, his wife Nancy, and their family
our best wishes.
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Statement on House of
Representatives Passage of
Mortgage Forgiveness Debt Relief
Legislation

October 4, 2007

In August, I proposed a comprehensive
plan to help homeowners avoid foreclosures
and stay in their homes. As part of this plan,
I pledged to work with Congress in a bipar-
tisan way to temporarily reform a provision
of the Federal Tax Code to make it easier
for homeowners to refinance their mortgages
during this time of market stress. Today a
bipartisan majority of the House of Rep-
resentatives passed legislation to help people
stay in their homes and move this process
forward. I applaud the House’s efforts. I urge
the Senate to swiftly consider this legislation
and make it temporary.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3648.

Proclamation 8185—German-
American Day, 2007

October 4, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Generations of German Americans have
helped shape our national culture and ad-
vance our legacy of freedom. On German-
American Day, we recognize the many con-
tributions that Americans of German descent
have made to our vibrant country.

German immigrants, in search of a bright-
er future, were among the first pioneers to
settle in Jamestown. Since then, German
Americans have influenced our society in all
walks of life and helped expand our demo-
cratic heritage and our deeply held belief in
individual liberty. The leadership and strong
spirit of German Americans have helped
shape our country and advance the great
blessings of our Nation.

German-American Day is also an oppor-
tunity to honor the strong ties between the
United States and Germany and to celebrate
our friendship. On this day, we underscore
our commitment to working together to pro-
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mote peace and making the world a more
hopeful place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2007,
as German-American Day. I encourage all
Americans to celebrate the many contribu-
tions German Americans have made to our
Nation’s liberty and prosperity.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:55 a.m., October 5, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Proclamation 8186—Columbus Day,
2007

October 4, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail on
a journey that changed the course of history.
On Columbus Day, we celebrate this voyage
of discovery and honor an Italian explorer
who shaped the destiny of the New World.

Christopher Columbus’ bold journey
across the Atlantic opened new frontiers of
exploration and demonstrated the power of
perseverance. His journeys inspired other
risk-takers and dreamers to test the bounds
of their imagination and gave them the cour-
age to accomplish great feats, whether cross-
ing the world’s oceans or walking on the
moon. Today, a new generation of innovators
and pioneers continues to uphold the finest
values of our country—discipline, ingenuity,
and unity in the pursuit of great goals.

As we look back on the contributions of
the great explorer from Genoa, we also cele-
brate the many contributions that genera-
tions of Italian Americans have made to our
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Nation. Their service to America and ties to
family, faith, and community have strength-
ened our country and enriched our culture.

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey,
the Congress, by joint resolution of April 30,
1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107),
as amended, has requested that the President
proclaim the second Monday of October of
each year as “Columbus Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 8, 2007, as Co-
lumbus Day. T call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct
that the flag of the United States be displayed
on all public buildings on the appointed day
in honor of Christopher Columbus.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:55 a.m., October 5, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Proclamation 8187—Leif Erikson
Day, 2007

October 4, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Leif Erikson Day, we commemorate
the enduring legacy of a brave explorer and
honor the significant contributions of Nordic
Americans who continue to enrich our cul-
ture and our way of life.

Leif Erikson, a son of Iceland and grand-
son of Norway, led a determined crew across
the Atlantic more than 1,000 years ago and
became one of the first Europeans known
to reach North America. The courage of
these pioneers helped open the world to new
exploration and important discoveries.
Today, Nordic Americans help strengthen
our country, and their determination and op-
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timism make America a more hopeful land.
Our Nation continues to benefit from strong
ties with Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Nor-
way, and Sweden, and we are grateful for
their continued friendship.

To honor Leif Erikson and to celebrate
our citizens of Nordic-American heritage, the
Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88—
566) approved on September 2, 1964, has au-
thorized the President to proclaim October
9 of each year as “Leif Erikson Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2007, as Leif
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our
rich Nordic-American heritage.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:55 a.m., October 5, 2007]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Proclamation 8188—Fire Prevention
Week, 2007

October 4, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Fire Prevention Week, we reaffirm
our commitment to raising awareness about
fire safety and prevention, and we salute our
country’s firefighters who perform heroic
acts to keep their fellow citizens safe.

Fires injure or kill thousands of people
each year. Americans can help reduce the
devastating effects of fires with careful plan-
ning and by installing smoke alarms and fire
extinguishers in their homes and workplaces.
This year’s theme, “Practice Your Escape
Plan,” highlights the importance of creating
a fire escape plan and knowing the routes
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to quickly exit a burning building. By taking
these special precautions, lives can be saved.

America’s firefighters demonstrate the
true meaning of heroism by taking great risks
to safeguard our communities. During Fire
Prevention Week, we honor our selfless fire-
fighters and underscore the importance of
fire safety. We also pay special tribute to
those who have fallen in the line of duty.
Our country is grateful for their service and
sacrifice, and we pray for God’s comfort and
strength for their loved ones.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 7
through October 13, 2007, as Fire Prevention
Week. On Sunday, October 7, 2007, in ac-
cordance with Public Law 107-51, the flag
of the United States will be flown at half staff
on all Federal office buildings in honor of
the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial
Service. I call on all Americans to participate
in this observance through appropriate pro-
grams and activities and by renewing their
efforts to prevent fires and their tragic con-
sequences.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 9, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 10.

Remarks at the Iftaar Dinner
October 4, 2007

Thank you all for coming. Please be seat-
ed. Ramadan Mubarak. Laura and 1 are
pleased to have you here for our seventh
Iftaar dinner. Tonight we celebrate traditions
of Islamic faith, which brings hope and com-
fort to more than a billion people. For Mus-
lims around the world, the holy month of
Ramadan is a special time of prayer and fast-
ing. It is a time for charity and service to
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those less fortunate. It’s a time to celebrate
Islam’s learned and vibrant culture, which
has enriched civilization for centuries.

Ramadan is also a good time for Americans
of all faiths to reflect on the values we hold
in common—including love of family, grati-
tude to the Almighty, devotion to commu-
nity, and a commitment to religious liberty.
The freedom of worship is central to the
American character. It’s the first protection
in the Bill of Rights. It holds together the
fabric of American society, supporting every
individual’s right to practice his or her beliefs
without fear.

Today, our world is at war with violent ex-
tremists who seek to tear the fabric of our
society and stop the advance of freedom in
Muslim societies around the world. They at-
tack holy sites, destroy mosques and mina-
rets, and kill innocent men, women, and chil-
dren—including Muslims who do not share
their radical views. They believe that by
spreading chaos and violence they can frus-
trate the desire of Muslims to live in freedom
and peace. We say to them, you don’t rep-
resent Muslims, you do not represent
Islam—and you will not succeed.

America is standing with mainstream citi-
zens across the broader Middle East. We
stand with nearly 12 million Iraqis who voted
for a democratic future for their children.
We're standing with Afghan people, as they
defend their young democracy against the
Taliban and Al Qaida. We're standing with
the Lebanese people, who raised the banner
of a Cedar Revolution to reclaim their free-
dom and independence. We're standing with
all who seek the blessings of liberty and the
peace that freedom brings.

Americans have a history of standing with
Muslims facing suffering and hardship—and
it’s a proud history. Our country defended
Muslims in Bosnia and Kosovo after the
breakup of Yugoslavia. We supported Kuwait
after it was invaded by Saddam Hussein.
Americans came to the aid of victims of dev-
astating earthquakes in Pakistan, India, and
Iran. Americans responded with urgency and
compassion to the wreckage of the tsunami
in Indonesia and Sri Lanka and Thailand.
We're rallying the world to confront the
genocide in Sudan and deliver humanitarian
aid for those in dire need. And we support
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the establishment of a Palestinian democracy
to live side by side with Israel in peace.

As you break your Ramadan fast at this
Iftaar dinner, let us renew our faith in the
universality of freedom. Let us celebrate the
millions of Muslims that we are proud to call
American citizens. And let us honor the many
Muslim nations that America is proud to call
friends.

Laura and I are grateful youre here.
Thank you for coming. We wish you a blessed
Ramadan. And now I ask the Imam to say
the blessing.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:16 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Lt. Cmdr. Abuhena M.
Saifulislam, USN, Navy Chaplain Corps.

Interview With Elie Nakouzi of Al
Arabiya

October 4, 2007

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, it’s nice to
see you. It’s nice to meet you. And how are
you doing?

The President. Welcome. Come on in the
Oval Office. I'm doing great. Thank you. I
welcome you here. And I thank you for the
opportunity to talk to you about some of the
decisions that I have made right here in this
Oval Office. I'm honored you've come.

President’s Decisionmaking

Mr. Nakouzi. Actually, I want to tell the
people of the Middle East that this is the
place where big decisions are made. This is
the office. But here it comes to my mind
that how hard it is on you, Mr. President,
to take like—a big decision like war, for ex-
ample—is it that easy to take a decision such
like war:

The President. No, it’s the hardest deci-
sion a President can make. And when I cam-
paigned for office, I never really thought
about the decision to put men and women
in harm’s way. I never thought that that
would happen. Circumstances changed, of
course, and I had to make some very difficult
decisions about how to protect our homeland
and take action necessary to—the actions
that I think will yield the peace.
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And so whether it be in Afghanistan or
Iraq, I was—I have made those decisions.
And I will tell you they're hard decisions, be-
cause I understand the consequences. One
of the hardest things for me is to meet with
a mother. I met with a mother yesterday in
Pennsylvania who lost her son in combat.
And you know, those can be very tearful and
emotional moments, and I understand that.
And my—the only thing I try to do is provide
as much comfort as I can and to assure the
mom, in this case, that I thought the decision
was necessary for peace, and necessary for
our security, and that I valued the fact that
her son would volunteer, and that I vowed
to honor that sacrifice by achieving our ob-
jectives.

Anyway, this is the room where I make
the decisions.

War on Terror

Myr. Nakouzi. But would these mo-
ments—I mean, these emotional moments,
would they make you reconsider or rethink
about what’s going on in our area now?

The President. Not really. As a matter of
fact, I leave most of the meetings reassured
that the loved one, in this case, fully under-
standing what we were doing. See, I believe
that, one, it’s noble to liberate 25 million peo-
ple from a tyrant; two, that we cannot allow
Iraq to be a safe haven for people who have
sworn allegiance to those who have attacked
us. In other words, I believe we must defeat
the extremists there so we don’t have to face
them here at home. And three, I believe the
spread of liberty will yield peace. And I be-
lieve the Middle East is plenty capable of
being a part of the world where liberty flour-
ishes. That’s what I believe people want.

And so I leave those meetings saddened
by the fact that a person has pain in her
heart—and yesterday she had pain in her
heart—but encouraged by the fact that her
son died for a noble cause and a necessary
cause. And that’s exactly what she told me.

Islam/Religious Freedom

Mr. Nakouzi. Actually, I want to thank
you again, Mr. President, for giving us the
opportunity to talk for the first time to the
Arab world, to address them with the big
concerns. I know we have a great deal of
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questions. I know you have a very tight
schedule

The President. Sure. I want to show you
the Rose Garden, one of the most famous
areas

Mr. Nakouzi. It’s a great chance for me.
I heard, Mr. President, also, that you are re-
ceiving an Iftaar

The President. Yes, I am.

Myr. Nakouzi. in the White House,
which is, of course, a Muslim ritual

The President. It is.

Mr. Nakouzi. But I want to tell you—and
I hope this doesn’t bother you at all—that
in the Islamic world, they think that Presi-
dent Bush is an enemy of Islam

The President. Sure.

Myr. Nakouzi. that he wants to de-
stroy their religion, what they believe in. Is
that in any way true, Mr. President?

The President. No, it's not. I've heard
that, and it just shows—to show a couple of
things: One, that the radicals have done a
good job of propagandizing. In other words,
they've spread the word that this really isn’t
peaceful people versus radical people or ter-
rorists; this is really about the America not
liking Islam.

Well, first of all, I believe in an almighty
God, and I believe that all the world, whether
they be Muslim, Christian, or any other reli-
gion, prays to the same God. That's what I
believe. I believe that Islam is a great religion
that preaches peace. And I believe people
who murder the innocent to achieve political
objectives aren’t religious people, whether
they be a Christian who does that—we had
a person blow up our—blow up a Federal
building in Oklahoma City who professed to
be a Christian. But that’s not a Christian act
to kill innocent people.

Mr. Nakouzi. Exactly.

The President. And I just simply don't
subscribe to the idea that murdering inno-
cent men, women, and children—particu-
larly Muslim men, women, and children in
the Middle East—is an act of somebody who
is a religious person.

We are having an Iftaar dinner tonight—
I say, “we’—it’s my wife and I. This is the
seventh one in the 7 years I've been the
President. It gives me a chance to say Rama-
dan Mubarak. The reason I do this is, I want
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people to understand about my country. In
other words, I hope this message gets out
of America. I want people to understand that
one of the great freedoms in America is the
right for people to worship any way they see
fit. If you're a Muslim, an agnostic, a Chris-
tian, a Jew, a Hindu, you're equally Amer-
ican.

And the value—the most valuable thing I
think about America is that—particularly if
you're a religious person—you can be free
to worship, and it’s your choice to make. It’s
not the state’s choice, and you shouldn’t be
intimidated after you've made your choice.
And that’s a right that I jealously guard.

Secondly, I want American citizens to see
me hosting an Iftaar dinner.

Mr. Nakouzi. That’s a strong message for
the Americans.

The President. 1t is a strong message. I
want to remind your listeners that one of the
first things I did after September the 11th
is, I went to the local mosque. And I did
because I wanted to send a message that
those who came to kill Americans were
young terrorists, and they do not reflect the
views of the vast majority of peaceful people
in the Middle East; and that our—precisely
the message I was trying to send, the war
is not a struggle against Muslims, the Muslim
religion; it is a struggle of honorable, peace-
ful people throughout the world against the
few who want to impose their vision.

[At this point, there was a change in location,
and the interview resumed as follows.]

War on Terror/Progress in Iraq/Spread of
Freedom

Mr. Nakouzi. Actually, Mr. President, we
are talking about these terrorists and what’s
going on in the world right now. Are you
also a man of war, as some try to describe,
President Bush?

The President. Oh, no, no, I believe the
actions we have taken will make it more likely
peace happens. I dream it will be—the last
thing I want to be is a President during war.
Now, remember, we got attacked. And I re-
sponded, after careful deliberation, in an at-
tempt to make sure that—with a strategy of
protecting ourselves. We can’t allow these
people that attacked us to have safe haven.
We must not give them an opportunity to
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strike us again. And therefore, it's important
to keep the pressure on.

On the other hand, the ultimate way for
peace is for people to realize the great bless-
ings of liberty. And what’s interesting—and
what has taken place ought to be hopeful to
people in the Middle East—is that two young
democracies have sprung up where people,
when given a chance, voted. See, I believe
there is a universal God. I believe the God
that the Muslim prays to is the same God
that T pray to. After all, we all came from
Abraham. I believe in that universality. And
I believe a gift of that Almighty to every man,
woman, and child is freedom; I really do. And
I think people, if given a chance, will seize
freedom. And it’s liberty and free societies,
not—they don’t have to look like America—
an Iragi democracy is going to be Iragj; it’s
going to reflect Iraqi traditions and Iraqi his-
tory.

There are some universal aspects to lib-
erty: One, people can vote; people can ex-
press their opinion; people can be in a free
press; people ought to be allowed to go to
the town square and protest against their
government without fear of reprisal. And
when given that opportunity, 12 million
Iraqis went to the polls.

War on Terror/Iraq

Mr. Nakouzi. So, excuse me, Mr. Presi-
dent, what you're trying to say is, sometimes
a decision of war—you have to take a deci-
sion of war in order to achieve peace.

The President. That’s exactly right.

Mr. Nakouzi. And that’s what happened
in Iraq.

The President. First of all, yes. I was very
concerned about the dictator in Iraq. He was
an enemy of the United States of America.
He had ties to terrorists—I'm not saying
those who attacked us on September the
11th, but I am saying ties to terrorists. He
had a lot of money that he was willing to
spend on weapons of mass destruction. We
didn’t find the weapons, but he certainly had
the knowledge. And in my judgment, over
time, he would have been able to develop
those weapons, and they would have been—
one thing the Middle East doesn’t need is
a nuclear arms race.
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Former President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq

Mr. Nakouzi. Yes, we're going to discuss
this.

The President. Well, this guy doesn’t—
the man, Saddam Hussein, had capability;
but remember, there’s also a human condi-
tion. I believe in human rights. I believe
every life has value, whether it be an Amer-
ican life or a life of a person in the Middle
East. And this brutal guy killed hundreds of
thousands of his own people. And he was un-
believably brutal to neighbors and, as well,
to Iragis. And there’s—liberation is a power-
ful—to me, liberating people is a powerful
step toward peace. I wish we didn’t have to
do this militarily. I was hoping that diplomacy
would work. I gave diplomacy a lot of chance
to work.

Myr. Nakouzi. But it didn’t.

The President. 1t did not work. So the
choice was his, not mine. He had the choice
as to whether or not this issue would be re-
solved peacefully. See, that’s the interesting
thing that has been turned around. And so
I don’t regret the decision. As a matter of
fact, T feel it was the right decision to this
day. And now the question is, will America
keep its commitment to the millions of Iraqis
who want this society to work? And the an-
swer to that is, yes, we will.

Iraq

Myr. Nakouzi. And here, Mr. President,
I would love to ask—I mean, for the Iraqis
now, they know and they keep on listening
to the news. Sometimes we tell them we want
to withdraw the troops. And now we're talk-
ing about the partition of Iraq, which is very,
very bad news for the Iragis.

The President. Yes, it is.

Mr. Nakouzi. I know you refused this.
You want the unity of Iraq. But what if this
Iragi—what if, in the next administration, an-
other President comes to the office and be-
lieves in the partition of Iraq? What's going
to happen then?

The President. 1 don’t think it will hap-
pen. I don’t think it’s going to happen.

Progress in Iraq
Mr. Nakouzi. How do you guarantee?
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The President. Well, first of all, an Amer-
ican President must understand that Iraq is
a sovereign nation operating under its own
Constitution. And I'm very confident that the
will of Iraq will prevail. And I know there’s
some noise out of here about partition. But
most folks who follow this issue don’t support
partition, and they don’t think it’s a good
idea.

What Iraq is going to have to do is get
the proper balance between the central Gov-
ernment and the Provinces—the very same
thing we've been worried about here in
America for years. What is the right road be-
tween the States and Washington? So that’s
a constant discussion. But that’s what they're
going to have to do in Iraq as well. And
they're going to need the security situation
such that they're able to have an honest polit-
ical discourse.

So our step one was to help them secure
their neighborhoods—and it’s working—and
make sure these radicals, such as Al Qaida
and some of these Shi'a groups, many of
whom—which are criminal, aren’t able to
have their way with this society. And now
we’ll work toward helping these folks have
the important discussion about what should
be the role of Baghdad, or what should be
the role of the Provincial governments. And
when they get that right, when they get set-
tled out, then I think you'll see a much more
unified country.

And it’s going to be very hard for an Amer-
ican President or any other outside country
to dictate to the Iraqis, “Here’s what your
government must look like,” because the
Iraqis will show over time that they’re capa-
ble of making these decisions themselves,
and they are making hard decisions right
now, by the way.

Spread of Freedom/Iraq

Mr. Nakouzi. I know that your message,
your deep message was—to the Arab
world—was democracy, freedom, human
rights. And you've said too many times that
the first message is democracy, is that you
have rights, you people of the Middle East,
to be free. But now, is democracy still a pri-
ority? Because all we hear now in Iraq is,
let’s achieve security; let’s achieve stability.
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Is democracy in the Middle East on hold
now, waiting for security first?

The President. Well, first of all, no. 1
strongly believe in the freedom movement.
It’s ingrained in my soul. It comes from my
belief that freedom is universal. And I be-
lieve freedom is ingrained in everybody’s
soul, and if just given a chance, they’ll reach
for it.

Now, in Iraq, in order for the Government
to have breathing space, to be able to do the
hard work of reconciliation so that the
dreams of the average citizen in Iraq can be
realized—which is a free society—there’s got
to be security. And so security is really a step,
an important step, in the freedom move-
ment.

You can’t make the decisions if you're wor-
ried about getting blown up. And what the
enemy wants to do, the enemy of a free Iraq,
they want to create enough chaos and confu-
sion inside Iraq that causes people to doubt.
And they want, by the way, to kill enough
innocent people that causes the American
people to lose their patience and determina-
tion to help freedom movements.

Not every freedom movement requires
military action. But freedom movement does
require U.S. commitment to helping reform-
ers and just the average citizen realize the
blessings of a free society.

And so the freedom movement is the front
and center of our foreign policy because I
understand that the peace that we want—
listen, we all want peace, except for those
who are trying

Mr. Nakouzi. “Except for those,” exactly.

The President. But peace will succeed as
more and more people become free.

[At this point, there was a change in location,
and the interview resumed as follows.]

Iran

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, we have
moved from the Oval Office to the beautiful
garden, and here I would like to ask you
question that go through the minds of the
Arab world. Our world is going through very
difficult days.

Let me start with what people expect of
me, which is Iran. Mr. President, have you
made the decision to strike Iran, as some are
saying, or trying to say that you will not leave
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your administration and office before you
strike Iran militarily?

The President. I have made the commit-
ment that I would continue to work with the
world to speak with one voice to the Iranians,
to the Iranian Government, that we will work
in ways that we can to make it clear to you
that you should not have the know-how on
how to make a weapon, because one of the
great threats to peace and the world would
be if Iranians showed up with a nuclear
weapon. It would give them an opportunity
to blackmail or threaten or possibly follow
through with their stated objective, which is
the destruction of Israel.

I, of course, said all options are on the
table, but I made a pledge to the American
people, we will work diplomatically to solve
the problem. And that's why you see us at
the United Nations working with the EU
countries and China and Russia to send that
clear message; and that we’re going to con-
tinue to impose sanctions and make it harder
for the Iranian Government to operate in the
world until they change their mind, until they
come to a new way forward. I have said that
if they suspend their nuclear program, we
will be at the table. But they have so far re-
fused to do that.

I've also spoken to the Iranian people. And
I want to make it clear to the people of Iran
that the United States respects Iran, respects
the people, respects the proud tradition, and
that the Government of Iran has taken deci-
sions that make it harder for them to live
their lives. It’s the decisions of the Govern-
ment of Iran that have led to the isolation
of the country. And that if this Government
would only be responsible, would listen to
the world, would not continue its weapons
program—the idea of being able to have the
capacity to make a weapon—then there’s a
better way forward for the Iranian people.

Iran

Myr. Nakouzi. But, Mr. President, is there
a redline, either a timeline or redline—I hear
from analysts that Iran wants today, or at
least trying today to buy time in order for
you to wait—to lose the time that you can
make a big decision, such as going to war.
In your judgment, is there a timetable? Is
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there a ceiling that if negotiations would fail,
a decision to go to war would be made?

The President. The Iranian regime must
understand that I'm dedicated to the propo-
sition that they should not continue their de-
sire to enrich, as will be people that follow
me in office. There is universal concern
about Iranian ambition here in America. This
is not a party issue, an issue between one
party or the other. When the Iranian Presi-
dent announces to the world that he’s going
to destroy an ally or announces to the world
that he will end up defying the world—
that—no matter who the President is, there
is going to be a continued focus and effort
to achieve this issue, to resolve this issue.

Further Military Action in Iraq

Myr. Nakouzi. This issue, before I move
to Iraq, which also, a lot of Iraqis are waiting
for this—is there—there are some leaking to
the press, and particularly the Arabic press—
is it true that you have issued orders, Mr.
President, to your senior generals in the
American military to prepare for a major and
precise strike that could happen during the
end of January or February?

The President. 1 would call that empty
propaganda. Evidently, there’s a lot of gossip
in parts of the country—world that try to
scare people about me, personally, or my
country or what we stand for. And that kind
of gossip is just what it is: It’s gossip; it’s base-
less gossip.

Progress in Iraq

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, we have
talked about Iraq. And you have tried to give
us a message to assure the Iragi people—
when we were in the garden together—that
you do not believe in the partition or the
division of Iraq. And this is a very controver-
sial issue in Iraq. And it is scary to even some
of the leadership in Iraq. Just to continue
and follow up with that issue, did we reach
what we reached because of American mis-
takes or because of Iragi mistakes and the
Iraqi Government?

The President. 1 think, first of all, the suc-
cesses in Iraq have been really quite extraor-
dinary. One, the people of Iraq no longer
have to live under a dictatorship—a brutal
dictatorship. Secondly, the Iragi people
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wrote and ratified a modern Constitution.
Thirdly, there is a government that is in place
that is beginning to take on the responsibil-
ities of governing. For example, quite a few
billions have been spent in the Provinces by
the central Government—that doesn’t get
any focus, but there is a functioning govern-
ment; there is revenue sharing; there is
money to the Provinces.

There is still work to be done, no question
about it. But the biggest problem facing Iraq
was because killers, bombers decided to mur-
der innocent people in order to stop
progress. So what I tell people is, is that the
reason why there hasn’t been smooth
progress—and by the way, it’s hard to transi-
tion from a dictatorship to a Iragi democ-
racy—but the main problem has been not
the Iragis or not the United States, but it’s
been the fact that people have murdered.

For example, what I find appalling is that
Al Qaida bombed a holy site, a Muslim holy
site; that there have been bombs in markets
where innocent people are shopping and
young children get destroyed by Muslim—
people who profess to be Muslims. Their
hearts are so hardened that theyre willing
to kill innocent people.

And so the task is to deny these people
their ability to blow up the innocent. And
that’s exactly what's happening because of
Iraqi bravery and Iraqi forces and a commit-
ment by the Government to deal with mur-
derers. See, I believe murderers murder, and
it doesn’t matter whether you're a Shi’a mur-
derer or a Sunni murderer or a Christian
murderer, youre a murderer. And the role
of a state is to protect the innocent people
from those murderers. And that’s what you're
seeing taking place in Iraq. But in the mean-
time, government is beginning to function
better.

But people shouldn’t be surprised that it’s
not instant democracy. First of all, the lead-
ers never have had any practice with democ-
racy, and they’re learning to get along after
years of tension and resentment. I support
Prime Minister Maliki strongly, and I support
the Presidency Council strongly. I just had
President Talabani in to the Oval Office the
other day. And the reason I do is because—
I look for courage and commitment. And
these leaders are courageous men, and
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they're committed to a free Iraq. Has it been
perfect progress? No. Is there more work to
be done? You bet there’s more work to be
done. But are things better—getting better
over time? Yes, they are. And that's what’s
important for the American people to know.
And what’s important for the Iragi people
to know is that we're going to support them,
is that they've got our help because we want
them to succeed. We want them to realize
their dreams.

Iraqi Leadership

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, so the words
that were said attributing to the White House
or the American position about disappoint-
ment in Prime Minister Maliki is not true?
You are not disappointed in Prime Minister
Maliki and this Iraqi Government yet?

The President. I strongly support Prime
Minister Maliki. Again, there’s a lot of gossip
here, as well as overseas. One of the jobs
that I have to continue to do is constantly
repeat what—the position of my Govern-
ment. And the position of my Government
is that Prime Minister Maliki is a good man
who is working hard, and we strongly support
him.

But it’s not just Prime Minister Maliki that
we support; we also support President
Talabani or Vice President Al-Mahdi or Vice
President Hashimi. We support those who
are committed to peace and committed to
the welfare of the Iraqi people. And we sup-
port those who are willing to take on these
extremists, the few who are murdering inno-
cent people in order to create chaos and con-
fusion inside of Iraq. Again, I repeat, the situ-
ation is not perfect, but our country is not
perfect. And I'm proud of the courage of the
Iraqi citizens.

The Iragis have been through a lot of
bloodshed and violence, and yet they're still
strong in their desire to achieve. The Iragis
will be successful.

Lebanese Elections

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, let’s move
to Lebanon. And a lot of Lebanese are wait-
ing. You have met with Mr. Sa’ad Hariri
today, and they are all talking about the up-
coming elections in Lebanon that could or
could not happen. Does President Bush have
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a specific, preferred candidate in Lebanon
that you wanted to support for the Presi-
dency of Lebanon? Is there going to be elec-
tions in Lebanon that will take place?

The President. No, I have no specific can-
didate, and I told that to Sa’ad Hariri. I have
a deep desire to help the Lebanese democ-
racy succeed. I am deeply concerned about
foreign interference into the Presidential
election. I am concerned that neighboring
countries will try to create instability so that
this democracy doesn’t succeed, just like I'm
deeply concerned that there’s been murder
on the streets of Beirut, including Sa’ad
Hariri’s dad, and that the international com-
munity must follow through in an expeditious
way—must follow through quickly in hold-
ing—in having an international tribunal, so
that those who murdered—so that the facts
come out and those who murdered would
be held to account.

There’s just too many Parliamentarians
who are trying to work for a peaceful Leb-
anon being assassinated. And we need to
know who is doing that assassinations. And
when they're found out, they need to be held
to account; there needs to be a consequence.
And the international community has been
too slow in getting the international tribunal
moving.

Thirdly, I told Sa’ad Hariri that I sent one
of our top military men into Lebanon to help
them modernize their armed forces. And the
reason I felt comfortable doing that is be-
cause Prime Minister Siniora showed cour-
age and had—as did the Lebanese forces
when they went out to rout out some extrem-
ists who were causing chaos or trying to cause
chaos in Lebanon. And yet it became appar-
ent to me that this military was full of coura-
geous people but didn’t have the modern
equipment necessary to defend the country
from extremists and/or extremists who had
been funded from outside influence.

This is a very difficult situation. I'm hope-
ful that, obviously, the Presidency will be re-
solved and that a unified government can
move forward. Sa’ad Hariri shared with me
the strategy of the March 14th coalition, and
I was more than willing to listen. I assured
him and I assure the Lebanese people that
we want to help you succeed.
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Syrian Involvement in Lebanon

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, are we able
to say today, for example, to the Lebanese
people—and we know that the United States
is the most powerful constituency in Leb-
anon—can we say to the Lebanese people
that you, specifically, Mr. President, will pre-
vent any foreign interference in Lebanon
that could be imposed from the outside and
have a President that is being promoted by
outside force?

The President. 1 think maybe that's a
promise that I'm not sure I could keep, be-
cause the one thing that we did was, we
worked with France to pass a U.N. resolution
to get Syria, Syrian presence, visible pres-
ence, out of Lebanon. However, I suspect
that there’s still a lot of Syrian influence in
Lebanon that is not helpful. And one way
to make it clear to the Asad Government that
we don’'t appreciate this is for the United
States to—is to analyze the sanctions we've
placed on the Government and think about
other ways to continue to send a message
and to work with our friends, particularly in
Europe, to send the same message. In other
words, there has to be a consequence for
continued involvement.

And the other thing is, is that I think it’s
going to be an important signal to send—
is this tribunal. The international community
said we ought to have a tribunal. I'm frus-
trated, frankly, by the pace at which the tri-
bunal is lingering—it’s not moving. There
needs to be a definitive moment where the
evidence is laid out, and if it’s clear evi-
dence—in other words, if somebody’s guilty,
they ought to be held to account so that mur-
der is not—so that there’s this clear signal
that murder is not going to be accepted. The
brave souls of Lebanon who are being
killed—Sa’ad Hariri’s dad was one, blown up,
murdered. Why? Because he supported de-
mocracy. Lebanese democracy is for free-
dom.

And that ought to send a clear message
to people throughout the world that it is so
important for those of us who live in free
societies to support brave people who are
promoting liberty. This man wanted nothing
more than the Lebanese mom to be able to
raise her child in peace. And yet somebody
ordered or somebody followed through with
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coldblooded murder to deny those dreams
for the Lebanese people. And the same thing
is happening in Iraq, and it's unacceptable
behavior.

And the United States is firm in its desire
to help the average citizen in the Middle East
live in peace. It just so happens a peaceful
Middle East will make America more secure.
So we have common interests. And that’s
really what I want the people in the Middle
East to hear, that each issue is an issue that’s
got difficult problems, but there’s an inter-
connection. Extremists want to stop freedom,
though. And we want—we want you to live
in peace. And we respect your religion, and
we respect your humanity. And our desire
for you is to realize your full potential, God-
given potential.

Peace in the Middle East

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, of course I
cannot conclude this interview without ask-
ing the most important question, that is the
issue of Palestine. Is President Bush con-
vinced, truly convinced inside, that it is pos-
sible yet to achieve peace between Israel and
Palestine? Can we achieve the two states, liv-
ing side by side, and not as two enemies but
two friends? Is it possible or is it difficult
or impossible to achieve?

The President. 1 believe in my soul, in
my heart, that not only is it necessary that
there be two states living side by side in order
to achieve peace, but it’s possible. I'm very
optimistic we can achieve a two-state solu-
tion.

First, Prime Minister Olmert and Presi-
dent Abbas are committed to a two-state so-
lution and are making progress. We've done
a lot of dialog between the two men, and
they are making progress. And they’re mak-
ing progress that—I believe—where the av-
erage Palestinian and average Israeli will
begin to see what a vision looks like; in other
words, something to work for, something
that’s more tangible than just a Rose Garden
speech by the President or hopeful com-
ments by others—something real.

Secondly, that—you know, we're hosting
a international conference that will be at-
tended by interested parties—the Arab
League, you know, important Arab League
group will be there; a committee will be
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there from the Arab League. And it’s an op-
portunity for there to be a serious—sub-
stantive discussions about the way forward
and a two-state solution. A lot of it is going
to be empower both parties, give them con-
fidence to follow through on the vision.

I also want you to know that I fully under-
stand the two-state solution is a part of a
comprehensive peace in the Middle East,
and that our strategy is to get all concerned
countries to the table; to get this comprehen-
sive peace moving forward in a way that is
tangible and real, so people can see it. In
other words, I'm not interested in just a
photo opportunity, and I don’t think anybody
else is going to be interested in that. I really
want to see if we can advance the progress.

Step one was for there to be a commitment
by Israel and the Palestinians to this peace.
And step two is a commitment to the road-
map. In other words, nobody is going to
want—have a state that becomes a launching
pad for attack. The Palestinians—the average
Palestinian doesn’t want that, and surely the
Abbas Government doesn’t, and Israel can’t
stand that.

And so we've got—we got to work a lot
with the Palestinians to help their security
forces—and we are—and to help the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister with economic
aid, tangible economic aid so the average Pal-
estinian can see a better life ahead, can real-
ize there’s something better than violence.
And so I am very optimistic about it, about
the prospects for peace.

War on Terror

Myr. Nakouzi. Steven told me that time
is over, Mr. President. Could you just—a few
seconds, if you allow me. And since I wanted
to go ask you that question when we, after—
20 days after commemorating September
11th, I said, when I meet President Bush,
I'm going to ask him a question. This mas-
sacre that happened on 9/11, it is very dif-
ficult for any Arab who lives in the Arab
world that can imagine what happened to in-
nocent American people on that day.

I would like to know what was your reac-
tion the first time when you heard that 15
Saudi Muslims were among the hijackers
who committed this crime and this terrorist
act? How did that affect your relationship
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with the Kingdom—which plays a major role
in the region—and particularly Crown Prince
Abdallah—now King Abdallah—who is a
personal friend of yours?

The President. King Abdallah is a per-
sonal friend of mine, and I respect him. You
know, I have seen murder before in my own
country. I have seen evil people take inno-
cent life. And when that’s happened, I
haven’t condemned everybody else around.

I will give you an interesting story. I was
in a community yesterday—a gunman came
and killed five young Amish girls—this is last
year. And the gunman was killed. The Amish
community, which is a religious community
here in America, went and reached out to
the wife and children of the gunman in com-
passion and love. And I'm not saying I was
that—you know, I hope I could be that com-
passionate. It was a great act of compassion.

And the reason I tell you that is, my reac-
tion on September the 11th was, I vowed
to find the killers—those who ordered the
killing—and bring them to justice. On the
other hand, never did it enter my heart and
my mind to be embittered toward a group
of people, innocent people, who had nothing
to do with the murderer. In other words, I
was focused on the individuals and their
commanders, not citizens in the Middle East,
of any country, particularly Saudi Arabia.

In other words, my first reaction was not,
look, the Saudis are bad people. My first re-
action was, evil people came and killed, and
we'll react to protect ourselves. And we’ll
react to protect ourselves in two ways. One
is to work with concerned governments, in-
cluding Saudi Arabia, to find those few that
are willing to murder us. And those same
murderers that came to the United States
would very much like to murder the leaders
in Saudi Arabia. And so there’s a lot of com-
mon ground throughout the world to rout
out people and to bring them to justice.

And the long term—these people believe
something. There’s an ideology behind their
views, and the ideology basically is very dif-
ferent from one based upon freedom. Their
ideology is, you can’t worship the way you
see fit. And if you don’t worship the way they
want you to worship, you'll be publicly beat-
en, or you'll be killed, or you'll be in prison.
They don’t believe, for example, young girls
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ought to be educated. I strongly disagree
with that. I think one of the great potentials
of the Middle East is women. And I certainly
know, as a father, that I want my little girls
to be—you know, have a good education,
which they did. And I'm confident other fa-
thers want the same thing in the Middle East,
even though we may not speak the same lan-
guage or share the same religion.

And so my reaction was—tough reaction
to make sure we find those who ordered the
killing and bring them to justice and to keep
the pressure on them so they don’t do it
again—and I believe they want to do it again.
But on the other hand, I have this sense of
a possibility based upon something that’s
worked throughout the world, and that is,
people being able to realize dreams through
liberty.

This isn’t the first time that societies have
had to make choices. This isn’t the first time
where people made the focused effort to be-
come a free society. And it won’t be the first
time when a part of the world has gone from
one that’s been tense and full of unspeakable
tragedy to one of peace.

And that’s where were headed; we're
headed to peace. And I can’t thank you
enough for the opportunity to speak on a free
channel to people throughout the Middle
East. Our country is a loving country. It’s
hard for me to believe that people can’t look
at America and say, “Wow, what a compas-
sionate group of people”—because we are.
And yet I understand the images of my coun-
try have been distorted. And I understand
people say things about me personally that
simply aren’t true. And so I appreciate the
chance to come and talk to you directly and
to talk to your viewers directly about what’s
in my heart and about the fact that my coun-
try isa country of peace.

Myr. Nakouzi. Mr. President, on behalf of
myself and Al Arabiya TV, I would like to
thank you very much for this opportunity.
You were very generous with us on time; I
know you have a very hectic schedule.

Thank you very much for this opportunity.
And T hope to meet with you again when
you also are in a position to achieve some
of our democracy in our region. Thank you,
Sir.
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NoTE: The interview began taping at 11:35 a.m.
in the Oval Office and continued on the Col-
onnade and in the Map Room at the White House,
for later broadcast. In his remarks, the President
referred to President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of
Iran; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, President
Jalal Talabani, and Vice Presidents Adil Abd Al-
Mahdi and Tariq al-Hashimi of Iraq; Parliament
Member Sa’ad Hariri and Prime Minister Fuad
Siniora of Lebanon; President Bashar al-Asad of
Syria; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel;
President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) and
Prime Minister Salam Fayyad of the Palestinian
Authority; and King Abdallah of Saudi Arabia.
Portions of Mr. Nakouzi’s remarks were in Arabic,
and an English translation was provided. This
transcript was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on October 5. A tape was not available
for verification of this interview.

Remarks on the National Economy
and Homeland Security

October 5, 2007

I want to thank members of my economic
team for coming into the Oval Office this
morning to bring some good news here for
America’s families and America’s working
people. The—last month, our economy
added 110,000 new jobs. And that’s good
news for people here in our country. It’s an
indicator that this economy is a vibrant and
strong economy.

The folks briefed me on the fact that they
are—numbers for July and August were re-
vised—the job numbers, job creation num-
bers. And this economy added 118,000 new
jobs in July and August as well. This means—
with these revisions, it means that we’ve had
49 consecutive months of job creation. And
that’s the longest uninterrupted job growth
on record for our country.

You know, I am really pleased with the
economic news, but I don’t take good news
for granted. I understand people are worried
about their mortgage payments or concerned
about sending their child to college. I know
that people are concerned whether or not
they’re going to have enough money to meet
their needs. And so my call to the United
States Congress is, keep taxes low. If you
want this economy continue to grow and if
you want to reinforce the fact that we've
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got—entrepreneurship is strong and people
are working, don’t raise taxes.

And I'm looking forward to working with
the Congress to set priorities on how we
spend the people’s money. But I also am
going to make it very clear to people in Con-
gress that we're not going to raise the taxes
on the working people.

And so I'm real pleased. I thank you all
for coming in to bring this good news to me.
It's—this good news is a real tribute to the
hard-working Americans, the people out
there working hard to put food on the table.
And it’s a tribute to the entrepreneurial spirit
of the country.

I want to say something else. There’s been
a lot of talk in the newspapers and on TV
about a program that I put in motion to de-
tain and question terrorists and extremists.
I have put this program in place for a reason,
and that is to better protect the American
people. And when we find somebody who
may have information regarding an—a po-
tential attack on America, you bet we're
going to detain them, and you bet we're
going to question them, because the Amer-
ican people expect us to find out information,
actionable intelligence so we can help them,
help protect them. That’s our job.

Secondly, this Government does not tor-
ture people. You know, we stick to U.S. law
and our international obligations.

Thirdly, there are highly trained profes-
sionals questioning these extremists and ter-
rorists. In other words, we got professionals
who are trained in this kind of work to get
information that will protect the American
people. And by the way, we have gotten in-
formation from these high-value detainees
that have helped protect you.

And finally, the techniques that we use
have been fully disclosed to appropriate
Members of the United States Congress. The
American people expect their Government
to take action to protect them from further
attack. And that’s exactly what this Govern-
ment is doing, and that’s exactly what we’ll
continue to do.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:54 am. in the
Oval Office at the White House.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 29

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

October 1

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Fort
Myer, VA.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

October 2

In the morning, the President had break-
fast with Vice President Dick Cheney, Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice, Assistant
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs Christopher R. Hill, Under Secretary
of Defense for Policy Eric S. Edelman,
White House Chief of Staff Joshua B. Bolten,
and National Security Adviser Stephen ].
Hadley to discuss the six-party talks. Later,
he had an intelligence briefing. Then, in the
Oval Office, he met with President Jalal
Talabani of Iraq.

The President declared a major disaster in
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by Tropical Storm Erin from August
14-20.

October 3

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Lan-
caster, PA, where, upon arrival, he met with
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Kennedy
Kulish.

In the afternoon, the President met with
family members of a soldier killed in the war
on terror. Later, he returned to Washington,
DC.

October 4

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.
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The President announced the designation
of the following individuals as members of
the Presidential delegation to attend the
Vilnius Energy Security Conference on Octo-
ber 10-11 in Vilnius, Lithuania: Jeffrey Clay
Sell (head of delegation); John A. Cloud; and
Karen Alderman Harbert.

October 5

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the evening, at the Hay-Adams Hotel,
the President and Mrs. Bush attended a re-
ception to celebrate the publication of Jenna
Bush’s book, “Ana’s Story: A Journey of
Hope.”

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia to the White
House on October 18.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Joseph
Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo to the White House on October 26.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gus P. Coldebella as General
Counsel at the Department of Homeland Se-
curity.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NoOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.




1314

Released September 29

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.J. Res. 43, H.].
Res. 52, and H.R. 3668

Released September 30

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 3625

Released October 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Released October 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Texas

Released October 3

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Transcript of a press gaggle by Counselor to
the President Edward W. Gillespie

Released October 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Released October 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Bush To Meet with Congolese President
Kabila
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Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of the Re-
public of Liberia

Fact sheet: September 2007 Marks Record
49th Consecutive Month of Job Growth

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved September 29

H.R. 3668 / Public Law 110-90
TMA, Abstinence Education, and QI Pro-
grams Extension Act of 2007

H.]J. Res. 43 / Public Law 110-91
Increasing the statutory limit on the public
debt

H.J. Res. 52 / Public Law 110-92
Making continuing appropriations for the fis-
cal year 2008, and for other purposes

Approved September 30

H.R. 3625 / Public Law 110-93

To make permanent the waiver authority of
the Secretary of Education with respect to
student financial assistance during a war or
other military operation or national emer-

gency
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