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Presidential Determination on FY 
2008 Refugee Admissions Numbers 
and Authorizations of In-Country 
Refugee Status 

October 2, 2007 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–1 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Presidential Determination on FY 
2008 Refugee Admissions Numbers and 
Authorizations of In-Country Refugee Status 
Pursuant to Sections 207 and 101(a)(42), 
respectively, of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, and Determination Pursuant 
to Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended 

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’)(8 
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I 
hereby make the following determinations 
and authorize the following actions: 

The admission of up to 80,000 refugees 
to the United States during FY 2008 is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest; provided, however, 
that this number shall be understood as in-
cluding persons admitted to the United 
States during FY 2008 with Federal refugee 
resettlement assistance under the Amerasian 
immigrant admissions program, as provided 
below. The ceiling shall be construed as a 
maximum not to be exceeded and not a min-
imum to be achieved. 

The 80,000 admissions numbers shall be 
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations; 
provided, however, that the number of ad-
missions allocated to the East Asia region 
shall include persons admitted to the United 
States during FY 2008 with Federal refugee 
resettlement assistance under section 584 of 
the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, 
and Related Programs Appropriations Act of 
1988, as contained in section 101(e) of Public 
Law 100–202 (Amerasian immigrants and 
their family members): 

Africa . . . . . . . . . . . 16,000 
East Asia . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
Europe and Central Asia . . 3,000 
Latin America/Caribbean . . 3,000 
Near East/South Asia . . . . 28,000 
Unallocated Reserve . . . . 10,000 

The 10,000 unallocated refugee numbers 
shall be allocated to regional ceilings as need-
ed. Upon providing notification to the Judici-
ary Committees of the Congress, you are 
hereby authorized to use unallocated admis-
sions in regions where the need for additional 
admissions arises. 

Additionally, upon notification to the Judi-
ciary Committees of the Congress, you are 
further authorized to transfer unused admis-
sions allocated to a particular region to one 
or more other regions, if there is a need for 
greater admissions for the region or regions 
to which the admissions are being trans-
ferred. Consistent with section 2(b)(2) of the 
Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of 
1962, as amended, I hereby determine that 
assistance to or on behalf of persons applying 
for admission to the United States as part 
of the overseas refugee admissions program 
will contribute to the foreign policy interests 
of the United States and designate such per-
sons for this purpose. 

Consistent with section 101(a)(42) of the 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), and after appro-
priate consultation with the Congress, I also 
specify that, for FY 2008, the following per-
sons may, if otherwise qualified, be consid-
ered refugees for the purpose of admission 
to the United States within their countries 
of nationality or habitual residence: 

a. Persons in Vietnam 
b. Persons in Cuba 
c. Persons in the former Soviet Union 
d. In exceptional circumstances, persons 

identified by a United States Embassy 
in any location 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress imme-
diately and to publish it in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

George W. Bush 
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Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session in West Hempfield 
Township, Pennsylvania 
October 3, 2007 

The President. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Sit down. Thanks for coming. It’s great 
to be back in your county again. Marion, I 
appreciate the invitation. I’d like to share 
some thoughts with you, and then I’d like 
to answer some of your questions if you got 
time—because I do. [Laughter] 

I really appreciate the Lancaster Chamber 
of Commerce for giving me an opportunity 
to explain why I have made some of the deci-
sions I have made. My job is a decision-
making job. And as a result, I make a lot 
of decisions. And it’s important for me to 
have an opportunity to speak to you and oth-
ers who would be listening about the basis 
on which I have made decisions, to explain 
the philosophy behind some of the decisions 
I have made. And so I’m looking forward to 
your questions, and I thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to come and share them 
with you. 

I’m sorry Laura is not with me. She’s, by 
far, the better half of the Bush family. 
[Laughter] And she’s a—she really is a re-
markable woman. She—when I married her, 
she didn’t like politics or politicians. [Laugh-
ter] And now she’s the First Lady of the 
United States. And she’s come to realize what 
I understand: It doesn’t take much to be able 
to put influence—to influence somebody in 
a positive way. And so she cares deeply about 
issues like malaria. She believes, like I be-
lieve, that we can eliminate the scourge of 
malaria and save lives all around the world. 
She cares deeply about literacy. She cares 
deeply about making sure women have got 
good information to—when it comes to 
healthy choices with their life so they don’t 
suffer from heart ailment. She cares a lot 
about women in Afghanistan. She cares a lot 
because she’s got a big heart. And I’m sure 
proud to call her wife, and I think the country 
is lucky to have her as the First Lady. 

I appreciate—I want to thank Tom 
Baldrige, the president of the chamber, and 
the officers of the chamber and the presi-
dent-elect of the chamber and all the folks 
who make the chamber work. 

I do want to contradict Marion, which is 
a little—shouldn’t be doing in the first thing 
I say, but she said that because of me, you’re 
growing. No, it’s because of you you’re grow-
ing. See, it’s because of the entrepreneurship 
and small-business owners and hard-working 
people in Lancaster County that you’re grow-
ing. 

I’m going to spend a little bit of time talk-
ing about what is the proper relationship be-
tween the Federal Government and the risk- 
takers in society. But I just want to make 
sure you understand what I know, and that 
is, prosperity occurs because people work 
hard and dream dreams and work to fulfill 
those dreams. And so I congratulate you on 
the economic vitality of this region, Marion. 
Thank you for trying to give me credit where 
it’s not due. 

I also want to thank the Chryst family for 
welcoming us to this facility. This is—Jay is 
the dad. He’s expanded his business, and he 
wisely turned it over to his daughter— 
[laughter]—Dana. 

So I asked the Chrysts—I said, ‘‘How are 
you organized, from a tax perspective?’’ Dana 
said, ‘‘We’re a subchapter S.’’ And the reason 
I bring that up to you is, I’m going to talk 
a little bit about tax policy here in a minute, 
and when you cut individual income taxes, 
you cut taxes on a small business that’s orga-
nized as a subchapter S corporation. And so 
I talk about tax cuts; I want you to be thinking 
about tax cuts not only for yourself but tax 
cuts for small-business owners. 

Expansion of this business has provided 
people new opportunity employments—new 
employment opportunities here in Lancaster 
County. You know, when you give a man 
more money in his pocket—in this case, a 
woman more money in her pocket to expand 
a business, it means they build new buildings. 
And when somebody builds a new building, 
somebody has got to come and build the 
building. And when the building expanded, 
it prevented additional opportunities for peo-
ple to work. Tax cuts matter. I’m going to 
spend some time talking about it. I want to 
thank you for giving us a chance to come 
and use you all as an example—and also, the 
hall works. 

I do want to thank Senator Arlen Specter 
for being here today. Mr. Senator, you didn’t 
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