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September 27, 2007

The President. Today I'm joined by Sec-
retary of Transportation Mary Peters and the
Acting Administrator of the FAA, Bobby
Sturgell. I want to thank you all for coming.

We've been having a discussion about the
fact that a lot of our air travelers are not only
inconvenienced, theyre—in some cases,
they're just not being treated fairly. And
there’s a lot of anger amongst our citizens
about the fact that, you know, theyre just
not being treated right.

And the Secretary and I have been talking
about what to do about it, and I've instructed
her to report back to me as quickly as pos-
sible on two matters: One, to make sure that
consumers are treated fairly and complaints
are listened to, and that we address some
of the egregious behavior that our consumers
have been subjected to. Endless hours sitting
in an airplane on a runway, and there’s no
communication between the pilot and the
airport, it’s just not right. And so Mary is
going to work very hard to make sure the
system is much more responsive.

The other issue, of course, is dealing with
congestion. And one of the reasons why our
consumers on airlines, airline passengers are
being so inconvenienced is because the skies
are too crowded. And there’s some short-
term things we're going to do, and Mary is
going to report back to me about what those
will be.

Also, Congress needs to look at this FAA
reauthorization—I call it modernization—
and work with this Department and work
with Bobby bringing our FAA into the 21st
century, so that our consumers and pas-
sengers and citizens won’t be inconvenienced
the way they are.

Now, we've got a problem; we understand
there’s a problem; and we're going to address
the problem. Madam Secretary, I appreciate
your willingness to do so.

Secretary Peters. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Thank you.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Situation in Burma
September 27, 2007

The world is watching the people of
Burma take to the streets to demand their
freedom, and the American people stand in
solidarity with these brave individuals. We
feel admiration and compassion for the
monks and peaceful protesters calling for de-
mocracy. Every civilized nation has a respon-
sibility to stand up for people suffering under
a brutal military regime like the one that has
ruled Burma for too long. I call on all nations
that have influence with the regime to join
us in supporting the aspirations of the Bur-
mese people and to tell the Burmese junta
to cease using force on its own people, who
are peacefully expressing their desire for
change. By its own account, the junta has
already killed at least nine nonviolent dem-
onstrators, and many others have been in-
jured and arrested as they seek to express
their views peacefully. I urge the Burmese
soldiers and police not to use force on their
fellow citizens. I call on those who embrace
the values of human rights and freedom to
support the legitimate demands of the Bur-
mese people.

Executive Order 13445—
Strengthening Adult Education

September 27, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the
United States to use existing Federal pro-
grams that serve adults, including new Amer-
icans, to strengthen literacy skills, improve
opportunities for postsecondary education
and employment, and facilitate participation
in American life.

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order:

(a) “agency” means an executive agency
as defined in section 105 of title 5, United
States Code, other than the Government Ac-
countability Office; and
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