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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at Garden 
Island. In his remarks, he referred to Janette 
Howard, wife of Prime Minister Howard. The 
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Prime Minister 
Howard. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
James A. Nussle as Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget 
September 5, 2007 

I thank the Senate for its strong bipartisan 
vote confirming Jim Nussle as Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Jim’s confirmation comes at a critical time 
for our Nation’s budget as Congress con-
siders this year’s annual spending bills. With 
less than a month until the new fiscal year 
begins, Congress has not sent any of the 12 
appropriations bills to my desk. We must 
work together quickly to get the people’s 
work done on time. 

Jim is a strong advocate for fiscal discipline 
and progrowth economic policies, and he will 
help lead efforts to balance the budget by 
2012 by restraining Federal spending and 
keeping taxes low. And as OMB Director, 
he will work to provide transparency regard-
ing Federal spending and earmarks, strong 
accountability in Government, and better re-
sults for taxpayers. 

I congratulate Jim and his family on today’s 
confirmation and thank him for his continued 
service to our Nation. 

Proclamation 8172—National 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities Week, 2007 
September 4, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Education is a fundamental part of achiev-

ing the American dream, and Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) 
help ensure that every student has the oppor-
tunity to pursue a quality education. During 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week, we underscore our commitment to 

these distinguished institutions in their ef-
forts to provide more Americans with the 
tools to realize their dreams. 

The founding of many of our Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities over a cen-
tury ago expanded the American education 
system and extended the opportunity of a 
higher education to some who had been 
wrongly denied access. Today, HBCUs 
throughout our Nation continue to be cen-
ters of quality education, advancing oppor-
tunity and inspiring individuals to meet the 
challenges of our time as responsible leaders. 

My Administration has increased Federal 
support for HBCUs and remains committed 
to strengthening these colleges and univer-
sities. The HBCU Capital Financing Pro-
gram has provided access to funds for infra-
structure repairs, educational equipment, 
and construction of new facilities. The Presi-
dent’s Board of Advisors on Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities works to 
help HBCUs develop new partnerships with 
the private sector and benefit from Federal 
programs to strengthen and advance faculty 
development and cooperative research. 

We will continue to provide our strong 
support to HBCUs, so that every citizen can 
enjoy a future of hope and opportunity, and 
we salute these great institutions as they 
build on a foundation of continued success 
for every student. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 9 
through September 15, 2007, as National 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week. I call upon public officials, educators, 
librarians, and all the people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities in re-
spect and appreciation for the contributions 
these valuable institutions and their grad-
uates have made to our country. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand seven, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second. 

George W. Bush 
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