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NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Resuming the Powers and Duties of
the President of the United States

July 21, 2007

Dear Madame Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

In accordance with the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment to
the United States Constitution, this letter
shall constitute my written declaration that
I am presently able to resume the discharge
of the Constitutional powers and duties of
the office of the President of the United
States. With the transmittal of this letter, I
am resuming those powers and duties effec-
tive immediately.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate.

Statement on the Death of
King Mohammad Zahir Shah of
Afghanistan

July 23, 2007

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of Mohammad Zahir Shah, who was King of
Afghanistan from 1933 to 1973.

Zahir Shah was a monumental figure in
Afghan history, and his life spanned vast
changes in that country’s political system. He
returned to Afghanistan as an ordinary cit-
izen in 2002, shortly after the Taliban regime
was removed from power, and continued to
play an important part in the life of his coun-
try. Zahir Shah supported the goal of a rep-
resentative and freely elected government in
his homeland, and he encouraged Afghani-
stan toward democracy and stability. His
presence in Afghanistan as a private citizen
and “Father of the Nation” for the past sev-
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eral years has been an important factor in
rebuilding Afghanistan.

On behalf of the American people, Laura
and I extend our condolences to Mohammad
Zahir Shah’s family and to the people of Af-
ghanistan.

Remarks to Military Personnel and
Their Families at Charleston Air
Force Base, South Carolina

July 24, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you, Colonel. Thanks for the hospitality and
kind introduction. I'm proud to be with the
men and women of the Air Force, the Navy,
the Marines, the Army, and the Coast Guard.
Thanks for serving. Thanks for wearing the
uniform of the United States of America.

I'm proud to be back here in the great
State of South Carolina. I'm proud to be with
some of the Palmetto State’s finest citizens.
I'm glad to be eating lunch with you. The
food is pretty good, Colonel. [Laughter] I al-
ways like a good barbecue. [Laughter]

I also am proud to be with the military
families. You know, our troops are obviously
engaged in a tough struggle, tough fight, a
fight that I think is noble and necessary for
our peace. And so are our families. Our mili-
tary families endure the separations. They
worry about their loved ones. They pray for
safe return. By carrying out these burdens,
our military families are serving the United
States of America, and this country is grateful
to America’s military families.

I appreciate Colonel Millander leading the
437th Airlift Wing here at the Charleston
Airbase. Thank you for the tour. Nice, big
airplanes carrying a lot of cargo. [Laughter]
And it’s good to see the amazing operations
that take place here to keep our troops sup-
plied.

I'm honored here to be with Deb as well.
That's Red’s wife. I call him Red; you call
him Colonel. [Laughter] He did a smart
thing; he married a woman from Texas. So
did I. [Laughter] And Laura sends her very
best to you all. I'm proud to be here with
Mark Bauknight—Colonel Bauknight, acting
commander of the 315th Airlift Wing, and
his wife, Leslie.
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