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Statement on the Resignation of Liza 
Wright as Director of Presidential 
Personnel 
July 18, 2007 

Liza Wright has served as a valuable mem-
ber of my team for over 41⁄2 years. As Assist-
ant to the President and Director of Presi-
dential Personnel, she has been responsible 
for recruiting thousands of talented people 
to serve throughout the Federal Govern-
ment. I value her judgment and appreciate 
her commitment to ensuring that we have 
the right individuals in place to serve the 
American people. Laura and I wish Liza, 
Karl, and their two daughters all the best. 

Remarks on the Federal Budget and 
a Question-and-Answer Session in 
Nashville, Tennessee 
July 19, 2007 

The President. Thank you all. Please sit 
down. Thank you all for coming. I’m glad 
you’re here. Thanks, Darrell. Are you sure 
you want the Federal Government moving 
to Nashville? [Laughter] 

Thanks for the invitation. I’ve got some 
thoughts I’d like to share with you, and then 
if you’ve got some questions, I’d love to an-
swer some. My job is the Commander in 
Chief, and my job is the educator in chief. 
And part of being the educator in chief is 
to help our fellow citizens understand why 
I’ve made some of the decisions I’ve made 
that have affected your lives. And so thanks 
for letting me come. 

Here we are in the Presidential ball-
room—smart move, Darrell, to pick a Presi-
dential ballroom. [Laughter] I’m sorry Laura 
is not with me. She is, first of all, a fabulous 
woman. She is a patient woman. And she is 
doing a marvelous job as the First Lady. 

I want to thank Ralph Schulz, the presi-
dent and CEO of the Nashville Area Cham-
ber. I thank the business leaders who have 
allowed me to come and visit with you. You 
do have an exciting city here. This, of course, 
is not my first time here. I can remember 
being here in the Opryland hotel complex 
when I was the owner of the Texas Rangers 
baseball team. And I can remember coming 

here for my mother and father’s 50th wed-
ding anniversary. They had a bunch of coun-
try and western singers sing to honor the 50th 
wedding anniversary, and it was a special 
time. And you’re right; you’ve got a fabulous 
city here. 

I have just come from the Harrington’s 
company, a small business here, the Nash-
ville Bun Company. And I know that some 
of the employees from the Nashville Bun 
Company are here. Thank you for being here 
today. It’s quite an operation. I love going 
to small businesses because the small-busi-
ness sector of our economy is really what 
drives new job growth. If the small busi-
nesses are doing well in America, America 
is doing well. 

And so I went by to see this operation, 
and I want to spend a little time talking about 
small-business growth, if you don’t mind. 
And so I want to thank the Harringtons; 
they’re good, solid Tennessee citizens who 
are entrepreneurs, risk takers, dreamers. 

I don’t intend to talk about this war against 
radicals and extremism in my remarks. If 
you’ve got questions, I’ll be glad to answer 
them. I do want to, though, pay homage to 
those who wear the uniform. I’m honored 
to be with you. Thanks for serving the coun-
try. 

Cordia asked me in the limousine coming 
over here, ‘‘Have you had any amazing expe-
riences as the President?’’ And, yes. [Laugh-
ter] I told her there’s no more amazing expe-
rience than to meet those who have served 
in harm’s way and to realize the strength of 
spirit of American citizens who volunteer 
during a time of danger. And one of the 
young men I have met during my Presi-
dency—I did so in my home State of Texas— 
who is with us today, a man who is recovering 
from terrible injury but has never lost the 
spirit of life, Kevin Downs. He’s a good man. 
We’re going to get him some new legs, and 
if he hurries up, he can outrun me on the 
South Lawn of the White House. Proud that 
Kevin’s mom and dad are here with us too. 

I want to spend a little time on the econ-
omy and, more particularly, the budget. 
You’ve got to worry about your budgets; 
we’ve got to worry about your budget too, 
since you’re paying for it. [Laughter] There’s 
a philosophical debate in Washington, and 
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