AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

862

no compromise when it comes to setting high
standards and measurement. You cannot
compromise away the principle of saying, we
expect good results, and we’re going to meas-
ure to determine whether or not we've
achieved those results. And when you've
achieved the results that we, a society, ex-
pect, we’ll give you the big embrace. But if
not, for the sake of the country, for the sake
of kids who deserve better, we expect you
to change. That's what we're going to say,
loud and clear and often. And it’s working;
the program is working.

I want to thank Margaret for working hard
with Members of Congress. She’s engaged,
as you know—she’s probably wearing you
out, Buck—[laughter|—and Dale. But that’s
good. She’s up there working. Laura is all
involved too. She’s met with a lot of Mem-
bers of Congress, and she’ll stay involved, as
will I. This is a very important piece of legis-
lation. We want every child in America to
be a Presidential Scholar. We want every
child in this country to realize the great po-
tential of America by starting them off with
a good, sound education that lets them real-
ize their dreams.

Ours is a fabulous country. We've got kids
standing up here who not only are scholars
but have volunteered to help a neighbor in
need. We've got people who're volunteering
to help protect this country. And the thing
we've got to do as policymakers is to make
sure that we continue to advance America
by giving people the tools necessary to realize
the great promise of America.

Thanks for coming. God bless you all, and
God bless our country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:13 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Approval of Robert
B. Zoellick as President of the World
Bank

June 25, 2007

I welcome the action by the Executive
Board of the World Bank to unanimously ap-
prove Robert Zoellick as President of the
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World Bank. Bob Zoellick is a dynamic lead-
er who is deeply committed to the mission
of the World Bank in helping struggling na-
tions to defeat poverty, grow their econo-
mies, strengthen transparency and account-
ability in governance, and offer their people
the prospect of a better life. The United
States looks forward to continuing our close
partnership with the World Bank to achieve
these shared goals.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Faith-Based and
Community Initiative

June 25, 2007

Today’s Supreme Court decision marks a
substantial victory for efforts by Americans
to more effectively aid our neighbors in need
of help. The Faith-Based and Community
Initiative can remain focused on strength-
ening America’s armies of compassion and
expanding their good works. Similar efforts
by Governors and mayors in States and cities
all across the country can also continue to
advance.

From the first days of my administration,
we've championed the idea that those in
need are better served when government
draws on the strengths of every willing com-
munity partner—secular and faith-based,
large and small. My administration has elimi-
nated regulatory and policy barriers in the
Federal agencies, delivered training and de-
velopment to more than 50,000 social service
entrepreneurs, and competitively awarded
tens of thousands of Federal grants to faith-
based and community organizations for serv-
ice to others at home and abroad. These ef-
forts fortify America’s safety net and expand
our Nation’s supply of compassion.

This ruling is a win for the thousands of
community and faith-based nonprofits all
across the country that have partnered with
government at all levels to serve their neigh-
bors. Most importantly, it is a win for the
many whose lives have been lifted by the car-
ing touch and compassionate hearts of these
organizations.
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