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no compromise when it comes to setting high
standards and measurement. You cannot
compromise away the principle of saying, we
expect good results, and we’re going to meas-
ure to determine whether or not we've
achieved those results. And when you've
achieved the results that we, a society, ex-
pect, we’ll give you the big embrace. But if
not, for the sake of the country, for the sake
of kids who deserve better, we expect you
to change. That's what we're going to say,
loud and clear and often. And it’s working;
the program is working.

I want to thank Margaret for working hard
with Members of Congress. She’s engaged,
as you know—she’s probably wearing you
out, Buck—[laughter|—and Dale. But that’s
good. She’s up there working. Laura is all
involved too. She’s met with a lot of Mem-
bers of Congress, and she’ll stay involved, as
will I. This is a very important piece of legis-
lation. We want every child in America to
be a Presidential Scholar. We want every
child in this country to realize the great po-
tential of America by starting them off with
a good, sound education that lets them real-
ize their dreams.

Ours is a fabulous country. We've got kids
standing up here who not only are scholars
but have volunteered to help a neighbor in
need. We've got people who're volunteering
to help protect this country. And the thing
we've got to do as policymakers is to make
sure that we continue to advance America
by giving people the tools necessary to realize
the great promise of America.

Thanks for coming. God bless you all, and
God bless our country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:13 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Approval of Robert
B. Zoellick as President of the World
Bank

June 25, 2007

I welcome the action by the Executive
Board of the World Bank to unanimously ap-
prove Robert Zoellick as President of the
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World Bank. Bob Zoellick is a dynamic lead-
er who is deeply committed to the mission
of the World Bank in helping struggling na-
tions to defeat poverty, grow their econo-
mies, strengthen transparency and account-
ability in governance, and offer their people
the prospect of a better life. The United
States looks forward to continuing our close
partnership with the World Bank to achieve
these shared goals.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Faith-Based and
Community Initiative

June 25, 2007

Today’s Supreme Court decision marks a
substantial victory for efforts by Americans
to more effectively aid our neighbors in need
of help. The Faith-Based and Community
Initiative can remain focused on strength-
ening America’s armies of compassion and
expanding their good works. Similar efforts
by Governors and mayors in States and cities
all across the country can also continue to
advance.

From the first days of my administration,
we've championed the idea that those in
need are better served when government
draws on the strengths of every willing com-
munity partner—secular and faith-based,
large and small. My administration has elimi-
nated regulatory and policy barriers in the
Federal agencies, delivered training and de-
velopment to more than 50,000 social service
entrepreneurs, and competitively awarded
tens of thousands of Federal grants to faith-
based and community organizations for serv-
ice to others at home and abroad. These ef-
forts fortify America’s safety net and expand
our Nation’s supply of compassion.

This ruling is a win for the thousands of
community and faith-based nonprofits all
across the country that have partnered with
government at all levels to serve their neigh-
bors. Most importantly, it is a win for the
many whose lives have been lifted by the car-
ing touch and compassionate hearts of these
organizations.
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Remarks During a Briefing on
Immigration Reform

June 26, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks
for coming. Thanks for working on an immi-
gration bill that’s important for this country.
I appreciate your efforts, and I appreciate
your time.

I do want to thank Secretary Gutierrez and
Secretary Chertoff for their hard work. One
of the things I told Members of the Senate
was that the administration is going to be in-
volved in crafting a comprehensive bill that’s
good for the country. And I said, we're going
to be more than just giving speeches or using
the microphone to proclaim the need for a
comprehensive bill. T would send two mem-
bers plus our staff up to—two members of
my Cabinet plus our staff up to work the—
to work with the Senators.

And you guys have done a really good job.
Thank you for your time. Thanks for your
understanding of the complex, carefully
crafted piece of legislation that is moving
through the Senate. And you've done exactly
what I asked you to do; that’s why you're
in the Cabinet. [Laughter] 1 appreciate you
all helping work this bill through the Senate.

The first thing that we’ve got to recognize
in the country is that the system isn’t work-
ing. The immigration system needs reform.
The status quo is unacceptable. Most Ameri-
cans understand that. They say, “Well, we
attempted to reform the system in 1986, and
the reform didn’t work.” Our view is, if the
status quo is unacceptable, we need to re-
place it with something that is acceptable and
have been working toward that end with both
Democrats and Republicans in the Senate.
The reason on the Senate, of course, is that
we'll be moving our attention to the House
when the Senate passes a comprehensive
piece of legislation.

I view this as an historic opportunity for
Congress to act, for Congress to replace a
system that is not working with one that we
believe will work a lot better. In other words,
this is a moment for people who have been
elected to come together, focus on a prob-
lem, and show the American people that we
can work together to fix the problem. If you
dislike the status quo on immigration, then
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you ought to be supporting a comprehensive
approach to making sure the system works.

And it’s a practical approach. The Senate
has worked very hard to craft a comprehen-
sive bill. In a good piece of legislation like
this and a difficult piece of legislation like
this, one side doesn’t get everything they
want. It’s a careful compromise, and many
of you have been involved with that com-
promise.

The problem that this bill recognizes—the
bill recognizes that we got to address the
problem in a comprehensive fashion. There
are people who say, “Well, we’ve got to do
more to protect our border.” And they're
right; we do have to do more to protect our
border. And that’s why this bill has a lot of
border security measures that will help con-
tinue the strategy that we have been imple-
menting over the past year. As a matter of
fact, there’s a $4.4 billion direct deposit on
enforcement measures. But it’s important for
our fellow citizens to understand that in
order to enforce the border, there has to be
a way for people to come to our country on
a temporary basis to do work Americans
aren’t doing. Otherwise, they will continue
to try to sneak in across the border.

And therefore, a second aspect of the com-
prehensive bill is one that addresses the eco-
nomic needs of our country, and that is a
temporary-worker program that will match
foreign workers with jobs Americans aren’t
doing—and notice I say, “temporary-worker
program.” There are a lot of employers here
in this country that worry about having a
workforce that will be able to meet the de-
mands and needs of a growing economy.

There are people who live in our neighbor-
hood and around the world who are des-
perate to provide food for their families and
recognize there are available jobs. And they
will do anything to come to our country to
work because they want to fight off the pov-
erty and starvation that has affected their
loved ones.

It’s a powerful incentive to be a mom or
a dad to make sure your children don’t suffer.
That’s an incentive. That’s an incentive for
people here in America; it also happens to
be an incentive for people around the world.
And therefore, people will be willing to go
to extra lengths to avoid border security.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-27T11:37:11-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




