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a storm. All around us, dangerous winds are
swirling, and these winds could reach our
shores at any moment.

The men and women of the Coast Guard
know how to navigate the storm. We're
counting on you to help America weather the
challenges that lie ahead. As you begin your
Coast Guard careers, you can approach the
future with confidence because our Nation
has faced dangerous enemies before and
emerged victorious every time. Terrorists can
try to kill the innocent, but they cannot kill
the desire for liberty that burns in the hearts
of millions across the Earth. The power of
freedom defeated the ideologies of fascism
and communism in the last century, and free-
dom will defeat the hateful ideologies of the
terrorists in this century.

Victory in this struggle will require valor
and determination and persistence, and these
qualities can be found in abundance in the
class of 2007. Your class has chosen a motto:
Let Courage Part the Seas. America will be
counting on your courage in the years to
come. You will take your oath as Coast Guard
officers in a time of war, knowing all the risks
your service entails. I thank each of you for
your bold decision to wear the uniform. My
call to you is this: Trust in the power of free-
dom to overcome tyranny and terror; show
leadership in freedom’s defense and char-
acter in all you do; be ready for anything.

The Coasties who came before you never
thought that they would be organizing a flo-
tilla in New York Harbor or patrolling distant
coasts in the Persian Gulf. Like them, you
will serve in ways you cannot imagine today.
But if you bring the skills and creativity you
learned at this Academy to every task, our
Nation’s security will be in good hands.

You leave this Academy strong and re-
solved to be worthy of the traditions of com-
missioned officers in the United States Coast
Guard. I respect your passion for service and
the courage of your choice. Your country is
grateful and proud of each of you. Congratu-
lations. God bless. Semper Paratus.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in the
Alumni Building. In his remarks, he referred to
Rear Adm. J. Scott Burhoe, USCG, super-
intendent, and Chief Petty Officer Karl Dillmann,
USCG, Delta Company Chief, U.S. Coast Guard
Academy; A.Q. Khan, former head of Pakistan’s
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nuclear weapons program; and Col. Muammar
Abu Minyar al-Qadhalfi, leader of Libya.

Statement on the Energy
Information Administration’s Report

May 23, 2007

I was pleased to receive the Energy Infor-
mation Administration’s report today, which
includes its “flash estimate” of U.S. carbon
dioxide emissions for 2006. The report shows
that emissions declined 78 million metric
tons over 2005, or 1.3 percent, while our
economy grew 3.3 percent. That means CO»
intensity decreased by 4.5 percent—the larg-
est annual improvement since 1990—putting
us well ahead of what is needed annually to
meet my greenhouse gas intensity reduction
goal of 18 percent by 2012.

In 2001, I outlined fundamental principles
to guide a scientifically sound and effective
effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
In 2002, I committed this country to reduce
our economy’s greenhouse gas intensity—
how much we emit per unit of the GDP—
by 18 percent by 2012. Since then, we have
moved forward with an effective climate
change policy that is science-based, encour-
ages research and investment in the tech-
nologies needed to solve the problem, and
takes advantage of the power of markets.

We are effectively confronting the impor-
tant challenge of global climate change
through regulations, public-private partner-
ships, incentives, and strong economic in-
vestment. New policies at the Federal, State,
and local levels—such as my initiative to re-
duce by 20 percent our projected use of gaso-
line within 10 years—promise even more
progress. I have called on Congress to pass
this legislation quickly, and I have also di-
rected the EPA and the Departments of
Transportation, Energy, and Agriculture to
take the first steps toward regulations, using
my 20-in-10 plan as a starting point. At the
same time, we will continue to lead inter-
nationally through sensible partnerships pro-
moting development and deployment of
clean energy technologies, such as the Asia-
Pacific Partnership on Clean Development
and Climate, which includes China, India,
Japan, South Korea, and Australia.
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The President’s News Conference
May 24, 2007

The President. Please be seated. Thank
you all. Good morning.

Today Congress will vote on legislation
that provides our troops with the funds they
need. It makes clear that our Iraqi partners
must demonstrate progress on security and
reconciliation. My administration and Mem-
bers of Congress from both parties have had
many meetings to work out our differences
on this legislation. As a result, we’ve removed
the arbitrary timetables for withdrawal and
the restrictions on our military commanders
that some in Congress had supported.

We were also successful in removing bil-
lions of—in unrelated domestic spending
that many of the Democrats were insisting
on. I wanted to remove even more. But, still,
by voting for this bill, members of both par-
ties can show our troops and the Iraqis and
the enemy that our country will support our
service men and women in harm’s way.

As it provides vital funds for our troops,
this bill also reflects a consensus that the
Iraqi Government needs to show real
progress in return for America’s continued
support and sacrifice. The Iragi Study
Group—the Iraq Study Group rec-
ommended that we hold the Iragi Govern-
ment to the series of benchmarks for im-
proved security, political reconciliation, and
governance that the Iraqis had set for them-
selves. I agree; so does the Congress. And
the bill reflects that recommendation.

These benchmarks provide both the Iragi
Government and the American people with
a clear roadmap on the way forward. Meeting
these benchmarks will be difficult; it’s going
to be hard work for this young Government.
After all, the Iraqgis are recovering from dec-
ades of brutal dictatorship. Their democratic
Government is just over a year old. And as
they're making tough decisions about their
future, they're under relentless attack from
extremists and radicals who are trying to
bring down the young democracy.

Our new strategy is designed to help Iraq’s
leaders provide security for their people and
get control of their capital so they can move
forward with reconciliation and reconstruc-
tion. Our new strategy is designed to take

671

advantage of new opportunities to partner
with local tribes to go after Al Qaida in places
like Anbar, which has been the home base
of Al Qaida in Iraq.

This summer is going to be a critical time
for the new strategy. The last of five rein-
forcement brigades we are sending to Iraq
is scheduled to arrive in Baghdad by mid-
June. As these reinforcements carry out their
missions, the enemies of a free Iraq, includ-
ing Al Qaida and illegal militias, will continue
to bomb and murder in an attempt to stop
us. We're going to expect heavy fighting in
the weeks and months. We can expect more
American and Iraqi casualties. We must pro-
vide our troops with the funds and resources
they need to prevail.

Another important issue before Congress
is immigration reform. I want to thank the
bipartisan group of Senators who produced
a bill that will help us secure our borders
and reform our immigration system. For dec-
ades, the Government failed to stop illegal
immigration. My administration has stepped
up efforts to improve border security, dou-
bling the number of Border Patrol agents.
We've effectively ended the policy of catch-
and-release, which allowed some illegal im-
migrants to be released back into society
after they were captured. Last year alone, we
apprehended more than a million people try-
ing to enter this country illegally. This is
progress, but it's not enough.

Many Americans are rightly skeptical
about immigration reform. I strongly believe
the bipartisan Senate bill addresses the rea-
sons for past failures, while recognizing the
legitimate needs of our economy and uphold-
ing the ideals of our immigrant tradition.

This bill does not grant amnesty. Amnesty
is forgiveness without a penalty. Instead, this
bill requires workers here illegally to ac-
knowledge that they broke the law, pay a
fine, pass background checks, remain em-
ployed, and maintain a clean record. This bill
provides the best chance to reform our immi-
gration system and help us make certain we
know who’s in our country and where they
are.

Our immigration problems cannot be
solved piecemeal. They must be all addressed
together, and they must be addressed in log-
ical order. So this legislation requires that
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