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Statement on World Press Freedom
Day
May 3, 2007

On this day, we commemorate World
Press Freedom Day. The United States val-
ues freedom of the press as one of the most
fundamental political rights and as a nec-
essary component of free societies. In un-
democratic societies where governments
suppress, manipulate, and control access to
information, journalists are on the frontlines
of the people’s battle for freedom. The dan-
ger journalists face in such repressive states
can be great—and even deadly.

On behalf of the American people, I salute
those in the press who courageously do their
work at great risk. No independent media
are allowed in countries such as Cuba and
North Korea, and those who attempt to re-
port are often imprisoned. Repressive laws
severely restrict journalists and freedom of
speech in countries such as Belarus, Burma,
Iran, Libya, Syria, Venezuela, and
Zimbabwe. We condemn the harassment,
physical intimidation, and persecution that
journalists, including bloggers and Internet
reporters, have faced in China, Egypt, Tuni-
sia, and Vietnam and the unsolved murders
of journalists in Lebanon, Russia, and
Belarus.

Bringing unfiltered information, news, and
facts to the people and accountability to their
governments is the hallmark of the fourth es-
tate. Today we salute the free press for its
dedication to the people’s right to know.

Statement on the Death of
Walter M. “Wally” Schirra, Jr.

May 3, 2007

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of Wally Schirra. Wally was a member of the
original seven, our Nation’s first class of as-
tronauts. “Jolly Wally,” as he was affection-
ately known, was the fifth American to go
into space and holds the distinction as the
only astronaut to fly in each of NASA’s pio-
neering space flight programs: Mercury,
Gemini, and Apollo. His ventures into space
furthered our understanding of manned
space {flight and helped pave the way for
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mankind’s first journey to the Moon. Laura
and I join Wally’s family and friends and the
NASA community in mourning the loss of
an American hero.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Singapore Treaty on the Law of
Trademarks

May 3, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for the Senate’s advice
and consent to ratification the Singapore
Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (the “Trea-
ty” or “Singapore Treaty”) adopted and
signed by the United States at Singapore on
March 28, 2006. I also transmit for the infor-
mation of the Senate a report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

If ratified by the United States, the Treaty
would offer significant benefits to U.S. trade-
mark owners and national trademark offices,
including the United States Patent and
Trademark Office. The beneficial features of
the Trademark Law Treaty of 1994 (the
“1994 TLT”), to which the United States is
a party, are included in the Singapore Treaty,
as well as the improvements to the 1994 TLT
that the United States Government sought
to achieve through the revision effort. Key
improvements allow for national trademark
offices to take advantage of electronic com-
munication systems as an efficient and cost-
saving alternative to paper communications,
at such time as the office is ready to embrace
the technology. The Treaty also includes
trademark license recordation provisions that
reduce the formalities that trademark owners
face when doing business in a country that
is a Contracting Party that requires trade-
mark license recordation. The goal of these
provisions is to reduce the damaging effects
that can result from failure to record a license
in those jurisdictions that require recorda-
tion. These and other improvements create
a more attractive treaty for World Intellec-
tual Property Organization Member States.
Consequently, once the Treaty is in force,
it is expected to increase the efficiency of
national trademark offices, which in turn is
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