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resource they need to complete their mis-
sion.

We owe it to the American people and to
our troops and their families to deliver our
full support. I will continue working with Re-
publicans and responsible Democrats to do
just that. I call on Members of Congress to
put partisanship on hold, resolve their dif-
ferences, and send me a clean bill that gets
our troops the funds they need.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:35 a.m. on
April 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 14. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 13 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. In his address, the
President referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Statement on Jackie Robinson
April 14, 2007

On April 15, 1947, an African American
wearing the number 42 broke baseball’s color
barrier. Jackie Robinson’s courage and skill
convinced players, coaches, and fans to judge
an athlete by his performance and not the
color of his skin. His leadership strengthened
America’s pastime and strengthened Amer-
ica. Sixty years later, our Nation celebrates
Jackie Robinson’s accomplishments and his
legacy, and we give thanks for his extraor-

dinary life.

Remarks to Members of Armed
Forces Service Organizations
April 16, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Welcome
to the White House. You know, I get to wel-
come a lot of guests here. I don’t think
there’s a more important guest than a veteran
or the family of a service man or woman or
the families of those whose loved one has
given their life to the country. And so I wel-
come an incredibly important group of
guests. And thank you for coming, and thank
you for your time.
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I appreciate very much to be in the pres-
ence of moms and dads, husbands and wives,
sons and daughters of some of the finest citi-
zens our Nation has ever produced. I want
to thank the leaders of organizations that sup-
port our military families. I appreciate your
tireless work to send a clear signal that many
in the United States of America support our
troops. Each of you knows what is stake—
what is at stake in this war on terror. And
I appreciate your efforts to rally our Nation
to support our troops and to support the mis-
sion for which they have risked and, in some
cases, have given their lives. I thank you for
coming. Thanks for your service to the
United States of America.

Many of the families here today have rel-
atives serving in harm’s way. Others have lost
loved ones in the struggle. They have come
here to Washington with a message for their
elected leaders in our Nation’s Capital: Our
troops need the resources, equipment, and
weapons to fight our enemies. Congress
needs to pass an emergency war spending
bill, without strings and without further
delay.

On Wednesday, I will meet with congres-
sional leaders from both parties right here
at the White House. I'm going to pass on
your message to them.

I appreciate members of the Families
United for Our Troops and Their Mission.
Thanks for doing what you do. I want to
thank the members of the Armed Forces
Foundation and those who serve with our
Veterans Service Organizations.

A time of war is a time of sacrifice for
our Nation, but especially for our military
families. Being left behind when a loved one
goes to war is one of the hardest jobs in our
military. The families here today inspire our
Nation—inspire them with their sense of
duty and with their deep devotion to our
country.

The families gathered here understand
that we are a nation at war. Like me, they
wish we weren’t at war—but we are. They
know that the enemies who attacked us on
September the 11th, 2001, want to bring fur-
ther destruction to our country. They know
that the only way to stop them is to stay on
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