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timetable for withdrawal. The enemy does
not measure the conflict in Iraq in terms of
timetables. They plan to fight us, and we've
got to fight them, alongside the Iragis. A
strategy that encourages this enemy to wait
us out is dangerous. It's dangerous for our
troops; it’s dangerous for our country’s secu-
rity. And it’s not going to become the law.

There are fine, fine people debating this
issue in Washington, DC. They're patriotic.
They're people who have got passionate
points of view about this war, and I under-
stand that. Yet we cannot allow honest dif-
ferences in Washington to harm our troops
in battle or their families here at home.
Members of Congress have sent their mes-
sage. Now they need to send me a war spend-
ing measure that I can sign into law, so we
can provide our troops and their families with
the funds and support they deserve and they
need.

I spent some time with the soldiers out
in the field, and I want to share with you
what I told them. The work that you have
volunteered to do will have a lasting impact
on the world in which we live. When we suc-
ceed in helping this Iragi Government be-
come a country that can sustain itself, defend
itself, govern itself, and serve as an ally in
the war on terror, we will have delivered a
significant blow to those who have designs
on harming the American people, because
they can’t stand the thought of free societies
in their midst. They can’t stand the thought
of people being able to have a government
of, by, and for the people. It is the opposite
of what they view.

But we have done this kind of work before.
The United States of America has done the
kind of work that spread liberty in parts of
the world where people never thought liberty
could take hold. For example, after World
War II, after we had a brutal war with the
Japanese and Nazi Germany, our troops
stayed behind and helped these societies re-
cover and grow and prosper. And now we’re
reaping the benefits of helping our former
enemies realize the blessings of liberty. Eu-
rope is free and at peace.

You know, after the Korean war, if you
had asked somebody, “Can you imagine an
American President being able to stand up
in front of some troops and say, “The Far
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East is peaceful; a part of the world where
we lost thousands of our troops in World War
IT and Korea is now a relatively peaceful part
of the world.” ” They would have said, “What
a hopeless idealist that person is.” And yet
I can report to you that. And I believe it
is because our troops not only helped in
Korea and helped rebuild Japan, but I be-
lieve it’s because the presence of the United
States gave breathing space to people to real-
ize the blessings of liberty.

I believe liberty is universal. I don’t believe
it is just for the United States of America
alone. I believe there is an Almighty, and I
believe the Almighty’s gift to people world-
wide is the desire to be free. And I think,
if given a chance, people will seize that mo-
ment. And that’s the work you're doing.

And so that’s why I report to our citizens
that the hard work we're doing today is laying
the foundation of peace for generations to
come. And it gives me great confidence to
know that standing with the President of the
United States is a fantastic military, well-
trained, courageous, and dedicated to pro-
tecting this country.

I'm proud to be your Commander in
Chief. May God bless you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:19 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Brig. Gen. Robert W.
Cone, USA, commanding general, U.S. Army Na-
tional Training Center and Fort Irwin, and his
wife, Jill; Command Sgt. Maj. Kim D. Boyink,
USA, U.S. Army National Training Center and
Fort Irwin; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization; Ayman Al-Zawahiri,
founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and senior
Al Qaida associate; Lt. Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of
Iraq; Lt. Gen. Abboud Gambar, Iraqi commander
of Baghdad, Iraqi Army; and Secretary of Defense
Robert M. Gates.

Statement on the Death of
Edward G. Robinson

April 4, 2007

Laura and I are saddened to learn of the
death of Eddie Robinson. Eddie Robinson
was a football legend who compiled an amaz-
ing record as the coach at Grambling State
University. He will be remembered for his
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passion for the game and his dedication to
helping his players better themselves on the
field, in the classroom, and in their commu-
nities. Laura and I extend our deepest sym-
pathies to the Robinson family, the players
he inspired, and Grambling State University.

Executive Order 13429—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between
Metro-North Railroad and Its
Maintenance of Way Employees
Represented by the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters
April 4, 2007

A dispute exists between Metro-North
Railroad and its maintenance of way employ-
ees represented by the International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters.

The dispute has not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended, 45 U.S.C. 151-188
(the “Act”).

A first emergency board to investigate and
report on this dispute and disputes of other
employees represented by other labor orga-
nizations was established on December 7,
2006, by Executive Order 13417 of Decem-
ber 6, 2006. The emergency board termi-
nated upon issuance of its report. Subse-
quently, its recommendations were not ac-
cepted by the parties.

A party empowered by the Act has re-
quested that the President establish a second
emergency board pursuant to section 9A of
the Act (45 U.S.C. 159a).

Section 9A(e) of the Act provides that the
President, upon such request, shall appoint
a second emergency board to investigate and
report on the dispute.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 9A of the Act, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency
Board (Board). There is established, effec-
tive April 6, 2007, a Board of three members
to be appointed by the President to inves-
tigate and report on this dispute. No member
shall be pecuniarily or otherwise interested
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in any organization of railroad employees or
any carrier. The Board shall perform its func-
tions subject to the availability of funds.

Sec. 2. Report. Within 30 days after the
creation of the Board, the parties to the dis-
pute shall submit to the Board final offers
for settlement of the dispute. Within 30 days
after the submission of final offers for settle-
ment of the dispute, the Board shall submit
a report to the President setting forth its se-
lection of the most reasonable offer.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 9A(h) of the Act, from the
time a request to establish a second emer-
gency board is made until 60 days after the
Board submits its report to the President, the
parties to the controversy shall make no
change in the conditions out of which the
dispute arose except by agreement of the
parties.

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in section 2 of this order.

George W. Bush

The White House,
April 4, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:01 a.m., April 9, 2007]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on April 10.

Proclamation 8120—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 2007

April 5, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year on Pan American Day and dur-
ing Pan American Week, we underscore our
commitment to supporting the citizens in the
Pan American community, strengthening de-
mocracy in the Western Hemisphere, and
advancing the cause of peace worldwide.
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