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I appreciate so very much the fact that
we've got a wise strategy to effect the security
of our ports, cargo. We've got a lot of good
people working hard overseas. In other
words, we're inspecting cargo before it leaves
a port—a foreign port—so that the first line
of defense is away from our shores or away
from our ports. And we've got a lot of good
people working hard to achieve that.

I appreciate so very much the effort of
TSA. You've got a hard job. It’s a job that
really was a response to 9/11, and that is,
we don’t want people getting on our airplanes
that will terrorize our fellow citizens again.
And T fully recognize that there are thou-
sands of hard-working people that are trying
to do their best to, on the one hand, accom-
modate our fellow citizens as they travel—
on the other hand, protect our country from
attack.

We also talked about the need to have ef-
fective response if there is a emergency, if
there is a catastrophe. And one Agency that
has been under fire and that needed to be
reorganized was FEMA, and I asked David
Paulison to do just that. We took the lessons
learned from Katrina and applied it to this
vital Agency. And this Agency was recently
tested through the tornadoes there in central
Florida. And I want to thank you, Dave, and
your team for a quick response to help the
poor citizens who were affected by that nat-
ural disaster.

The Department of Homeland Security
was initially melded together by organiza-
tions that tended to be stovepiped—inde-
pendently run organizations that we felt
needed to be brought under the central plan-
ning, the central organizing principle of a sin-
gle department.

The organization of such a vast enterprise
has been difficult and complicated. Never-
theless, there is noticeable and substantial
and measurable progress. And I appreciate
all the hard-working folks for putting to-
gether an institute, part of our Government,
all aiming to protect the American people.
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And so, Secretary, thank you for the invita-
tion. I appreciate the hard work of the people
of this Department. I oftentimes say to the
American people that you can go about your
business, you can run your enterprises, you
can send your children to school knowing full
well that there are thousands of our fellow
citizens who work every day, 24 hours, to
help you by protecting this homeland. And
this is where it all starts. And I thank you
for your hard work.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to W. Ralph Basham, Com-
missioner, Customs and Border Protection.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
National Security Leaders

February 8, 2007

I am pleased that the Senate, with strong
bipartisan support, has confirmed several key
members of my national security team.
America will benefit from the leadership of
Mike McConnell as Director of National In-
telligence, General George Casey as Chief
of Staff of the United States Army, and Ad-
miral William Fallon as commander of U.S.
Central Command.

Mike McConnell is an experienced and
proven leader who will continue imple-
menting historic reforms of America’s intel-
ligence community designed to ensure we re-
ceive timely, accurate information on threats
to our country. General Casey’s extensive
knowledge of our military challenges and ca-
pabilities will enable him to lead our soldiers
in successful pursuit of their mission. Admi-
ral Fallon is an innovative thinker who will
skillfully guide our military commanders as
we confront our enemies in the war on terror.

I look forward to working with each of
these strong leaders in combating terrorism
and protecting the American people.
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Memorandum on Implementation of
Sections 603 and 604 of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal
Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228)

February 7, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Implementation of Sections 603 and
604 of the Foreign Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228)

Consistent with the authority contained in
section 604 of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law
107-228) (the “Act”), and with reference to
the determinations set out in the report to
the Congress transmitted pursuant to section
603 of the Act, regarding noncompliance by
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
and the Palestinian Authority with certain
commitments, I hereby impose the sanction
set out in section 604(a)(2), “Downgrade in
Status of the PLO Office in the United
States.” This sanction is imposed for a period
of 180 days from the date hereof or until
such time as the next report required by sec-
tion 603 of the Act is transmitted to the Con-
gress, whichever is later. You are authorized
and directed to transmit to the appropriate
congressional committees the report de-
scribed in section 603 of the Act.

Furthermore, I hereby determine that it
is in the national security interest of the
United States to waive that sanction, pursu-
ant to section 604(c) of the Act. This waiver
shall be effective for a period of 180 days
from the date hereof or until such time as
the next report required by section 603 of
the Act is transmitted to the Congress,
whichever is later.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 9.
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Memorandum on Designation of
Officers of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation

February 9, 2007

Memorandum for the Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation

Subject: Designation of Officers of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C.
3345, et seq., it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Order of Succession. During
any period when the Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (Director) has died,
resigned, or otherwise become unable to per-
form the functions and duties of the office
of the Director, the following officials of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, in the order
listed, shall perform the functions and duties
of the office of the Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, until such time as
the Director is able to perform the functions
and duties of the office of Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation:

(a) Deputy Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation;

(b) Associate Deputy Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation;

(c) Executive Assistant Director of the Na-
tional Security Branch;

(d) Executive Assistant Director for Crimi-
nal, Cyber, Response and Services; and

(e) The Assistant Directors of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, in the order listed:

(1) Assistant Director, Counterterrorism
Division;

(2) Assistant Director, Criminal Inves-
tigative Division;

(3) Assistant Director,
ligence Division;

(4) Assistant Director, Washington Field
Office;

(5) Assistant Director, New York Field
Office; and

(6) Assistant Director, Los Angeles Field
Office.

Sec. 2. Exceptions.

(a) No individual who is serving in an of-
fice listed in section 1 in an acting capacity,

Counterintel-
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