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In 2003, on my orders, he led the planning
and execution of another historic military
campaign, Operation Iraqi Freedom, that
drove Saddam Hussein from power and
helped the Iraqi people establish a constitu-
tional democracy in the heart of the Middle
East. History will record that on Don Rums-
feld’s watch, the men and women of our mili-
tary overthrew two terrorist regimes, liber-
ated some 50 million people, brought justice
to the terrorist Zarqawi and scores of senior
Al Qaida operatives, and helped stop new
terrorist attacks on our people.

America is safer and the world is more se-
cure because of the service and the leader-
ship of Donald Rumsfeld. As he led the Pen-
tagon in an unprecedented war, Don never
took his eye off another vital responsibility:
preparing America for the threats that await
us as this new century unfolds. He developed
a new defense strategy. He established a new
Northern Command to protect the home-
land, a new Joint Forces Command to focus
on transformation, a new Strategic Com-
mand to defend against long-range attack,
and transformed the U.S. Special Operations
Command for the war on terror.

He led our efforts to create a new NATO
Response Force that allows NATO to deploy
rapidly anywhere in the world. He undertook
the most sweeping transformation of Amer-
ica’s global force posture since the end of
World War II. He revitalized America’s ef-
forts to develop and deploy ballistic missile
defenses, and led a comprehensive review of
America’s nuclear forces that has allowed us
to undertake dramatic reductions in offensive
nuclear weapons.

Don’s work in these areas did not often
make the headlines. But the reforms that he
has set in motion are historic, and they will
enhance the security of the American people
for decades to come.

Over the past 6 years, I've relied on Don
Rumsfeld’s advice and counsel. I've come to
know his character and his integrity. As the
Secretary of Defense, he has been dedicated
to his mission, loyal to his President, and de-
voted to the courageous men and women of
our Armed Forces.

Don once famously said, “There are
known knowns; there are known unknowns;
and there are unknown unknowns.” Well,
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Mr. Secretary, here is a known known: Your
service has made America stronger and made
America a safer nation. You will be missed,
and I wish you and Joyce all the best in the
years to come.

Don Rumsfeld is a tough act to follow.
That’s why I picked a man of Bob Gates’s
caliber to succeed him. When confirmed by
the Senate, Bob will bring talent, energy, and
innovation to the Department of Defense.
He'll work every day to keep the American
people safe and to make our Nation more
secure. And he’ll do a superb job as Amer-
ica’s next Secretary of Defense.

Bob, I appreciate you agreeing to serve our
Nation again, and congratulations.

[At this point, Secretary-designate Gates and
Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld made brief re-
marks. ]

NotE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein
of Irag; and Joyce Rumsfeld, wife of Secretary
of Defense Rumsfeld. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Secretary-designate Gates and Sec-
retary of Defense Rumsfeld. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Israeli Airstrike in
Gaza

November 8, 2006

The United States is deeply saddened by
the injuries and loss of life in Gaza today.
We send our condolences to the families of
all those affected. We have seen the Israeli
Government’s apology and understand an in-
vestigation has begun. We hope it will be
completed quickly and that appropriate steps
will be taken to avoid a repetition of this trag-
ic incident. We call on all parties to act with
care and restraint so as to avoid any harm
to innocent civilians.
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Proclamation 8082—National Farm-
City Week, 2006

November 8, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our history, America’s farmers
and ranchers have demonstrated the values
of determination, faith, love of family, and
patriotism. The contributions of America’s
farmers and ranchers help keep our economy
moving forward, and during National Farm-
City Week we underscore the vital partner-
ship between America’s rural and urban in-
dustries.

By providing raw materials, energy, and a
safe and healthy food supply, our farmers and
ranchers help enrich our lives and create eco-
nomic opportunities across our Nation. As
good stewards of the land, they help preserve
the farming industry and way of life for fu-
ture generations.

Farmers are playing an increasingly impor-
tant role in reducing our dependence on for-
eign oil by growing crops such as soybeans
and corn that can be used as alternative
sources of energy. Our agricultural sector
also cooperates with shippers, processors,
marketers, transporters, and others to make
these vital goods available to the public. My
Administration is committed to helping these
dedicated individuals succeed, and we must
continue investing in agricultural research
programs, working to reduce tariffs and other
trade barriers, and opening up markets for
American products overseas.

During National Farm-City Week, and
throughout the year, we honor the farmers,
ranchers, and all those working to build
strong relationships between our rural and
urban communities. Our economy is strong
and growing, and behind the numbers are
the stories of hard-working Americans who
help spur our economic prosperity and feed
our country and the world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 17
through November 23, 2006, as National
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Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans
to join in recognizing farmers, ranchers, and
other professionals who work to produce our
agricultural abundance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 13, 2006]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 14.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting

November 9, 2006

The President. Earlier this week the
American people went to the polls, and they
cast their ballots for a new Congress. The
American people made their decision. I re-
spect the results, and so does my Cabinet.
I want to congratulate the Democrat leaders
on the victory they achieved for their party.

In a few minutes, Congresswoman Pelosi
and Congressman Hoyer will be here for
lunch. I'm looking forward to that visit. I'm
also looking forward to my visit with Senator
Reid and Senator Durbin tomorrow. We'll
discuss the way forward for our country, and
I'm going to tell him what I just told our
Cabinet: It is our responsibility to put the
elections behind us and work together on the
great issues facing America.

Some of these issues need to be addressed
before the current Congress finishes its legis-
lative session, and that means the next few
weeks are going to be busy ones. First order
of business is for Congress to complete the
work on the Federal spending bills for this
year, with strong fiscal discipline and without
diminishing our capacity to fight the war on
terror.

Another important priority in the war on
terror is for the Congress to pass the Ter-
rorist Surveillance Act. We also need to pass
the bipartisan energy legislation that’s now
before Congress. And on the foreign policy
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