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and endless second-guessing. The party of
FDR and the party of Harry Truman has be-
come the party of cut-and-run.

Our party’s record is clear. We see the
stakes. We understand the nature of the
enemy. We know that the enemy wants to
attack us again. We will not wait to respond
to the enemy. We're not going to wait for
them to attack us in order to respond. We
will fight them wherever they make a stand.
We will settle for nothing less than victory.

Thanks for coming. God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:34 p.m. at the
Birmingham Jefferson Convention Complex. In
his remarks, he referred to Mayor Tony Petelos
of Hoover, AL; former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; and Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization.

Statement on Senate Action on the
“Military Commissions Act of 2006”
September 28, 2006

Today the Senate sent a strong signal to
the terrorists that we will continue using
every element of national power to pursue
our enemies and to prevent attacks on Amer-
ica. The Military Commissions Act of 2006
will allow the continuation of a CIA program
that has been one of America’s most potent
tools in fighting the war on terror. Under this
program, suspected terrorists have been de-
tained and questioned about threats against
our country. Information we have learned
from the program has helped save lives at
home and abroad. By authorizing the cre-
ation of military commissions, the act will
also allow us to prosecute suspected terrorists
for war crimes.

Our most solemn responsibility is pro-
tecting America’s security, and I thank the
Senate for passing this vital legislation.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 3930.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 5767
September 28, 2006

Know therefore that the LORD your God
is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant
and steadfast love with those who love him
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and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations . . .

Deuteronomy 7:9

On this most holy day of the Jewish cal-
endar, Jews celebrate God’s goodness and re-
flect on their lives. Yom Kippur is a solemn
time to express thanksgiving that the Al-
mighty remembers the names of all His chil-
dren. During this blessed Day of Atonement,
Jewish people gather in synagogues, consider
their deeds and actions, and celebrate as the
sound of the Shofar proclaims the forgiveness
and mercy shown by the Creator of life.

As the High Holy Days come to an end,
the Jewish people in America and around the
world remind us of the gift of religious free-
dom and the blessings of God’s steadfast
love. On Yom Kippur and throughout the
year, your deep commitment to faith helps
make the world a more hopeful and peaceful
place.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
blessed Yom Kippur.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8057—Child Health
Day, 2006
September 28, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s young people enjoy a future of
hope and promise, and we must be com-
mitted to supporting them through each op-
portunity and challenge they face ahead.
Each year on Child Health Day, we empha-
size the importance of keeping our children
safe, encouraging them to practice healthy
habits, and educating and empowering them
to avoid risky behavior.

Parents are children’s first teachers, and
they play a crucial role in promoting good
health and helping young people grow into
responsible, moral, and productive adults. Vi-
olence, illegal drugs, alcohol, smoking, and
early sexual activity are some of the top
causes of disease and early death among our
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