AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

1676

the assistance described in sections
110(d)(1)(A)(i) and 110(d)(1)(B) of the
Act for such programs, projects, or ac-
tivities would promote the purposes of
the Act or is otherwise in the national
interest of the United States;

e Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Zimbabwe, for all programs, projects, or
activities of assistance for victims of traf-
ficking in persons or to combat such
trafficking, for the promotion of health
or good governance, or which would
have a significant adverse effect on vul-
nerable populations if suspended, that
provision to Zimbabwe of the assistance
described in sections 110(d)(1)(A)(i)
and 110(d)(1)(B) of the Act for such
programs, projects, or activities would
promote the purposes of the Act or is
otherwise in the national interest of the
United States;

e Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, that assistance to
Venezuela or Zimbabwe described in
section 110(d)(1)(B) of the Act that:

(1) is a regional program, project, or ac-
tivity under which the total benefit to
Venezuela or Zimbabwe does not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the total value of
such program, project, or activity; or

(2) has as its primary objective the ad-
dressing of basic human needs, as de-
fined by the Department of the
Treasury with respect to other, exist-
ing legislative mandates concerning
U.S. participation in the multilateral
development banks; or

(3) is complementary to or has similar
policy objectives to programs being
implemented bilaterally by the
United States Government; or

(4) has as its primary objective the im-

provement of the country’s legal sys-

tem, including in areas that impact
the country’s ability to investigate and
prosecute trafficking cases or other-

wise improve implementation of a

country’s anti-trafficking policy, regu-

lations, or legislation; or

in engaging a government, inter-

national organization, or civil society

organization, and that seeks as its pri-
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mary objective(s) to: (a) increase ef-
forts to investigate and prosecute traf-
ficking in persons crimes; (b) increase
protection for victims of trafficking
through better screening, identifica-
tion, rescue/removal, aftercare (shel-
ter, counseling) training and re-
integration; or (c) expand prevention
efforts through education and aware-
ness campaigns highlighting the dan-
gers of trafficking or training and eco-
nomic empowerment of populations
clearly at risk of falling victim to traf-
ficking
would promote the purposes of the Act or
is otherwise in the national interest of the
United States.
The certification required by section
110(e) of the Act is provided herewith.
You are hereby authorized and directed to
submit this determination to the Congress
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 27.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Military Commissions Act of 2006”

September 27, 2006

Earlier this month, I discussed with the
American people a CIA program that has
proven to be one of our most effective tools
in the war on terror. Under this program,
suspected terrorists have been detained and
questioned about threats against our country.
Because a Supreme Court decision put the
future of this program in question, I asked
Congress to provide legislation to save this
important tool.

Today the House passed legislation that
would allow this vital program to continue
and help keep our country safe. The Military
Commissions Act of 2006 addresses the Su-
preme Court’s ruling regarding the applica-
tion of Common Article 3 of the Geneva
Conventions and clarifies the standards for
U.S. personnel who detain and question un-
lawful enemy combatants. The act also cre-
ates a comprehensive statutory structure for
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military commissions so that we can pros-
ecute suspected terrorists.

I appreciate the House’s commitment to
strengthening our national security. I urge
the Senate to act quickly to get a bill to my
desk before Congress adjourns.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 6166.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan and President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan

September 27, 2006

President Bush. Tonight it’s my honor to
host a dinner with President Musharraf of
Pakistan and President Karzai of Afghanistan.
These two men are personal friends of mine;
they are strong leaders who have a under-
standing of the world in which we live; they
understand that the forces of moderation are
being challenged by extremists and radicals.
And we’re working closely together to help
improve the lives of the people in Afghani-
stan and the people in Pakistan.

President Musharraf kindly greeted me to
Pakistan. I had the great privilege of meeting
many in his Government. I met people in
the civil society there. I met those who were
helping the Pakistan citizens who were—
whose lives were turned upside down by the
devastating earthquake. I saw the compassion
of this Government, and I was very proud
that the American people were helping them
recover.

I also had the opportunity to visit Presi-
dent Karzai. He’s leading a young democ-
racy. It's a democracy that was formed as a
result of the Afghan people voting, having
shed itself, with American help, from the
Taliban regime.

We've got a lot of challenges facing us. All
of us must protect our countries, but at the
same time, we all must work to make the
world a more hopeful place. And so today’s
dinner is a chance for us to strategize to-
gether, to talk about the need to cooperate,
to make sure that people have got a hopeful
future.

It’s very important for the people in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan to understand that
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America respects religion, and we respect the
right for people to worship the way they see
fit. We welcome Muslim leaders here in the
White House. I look forward to having din-
ner with friends of mine who don’t happen
to share the same faith I do, but nevertheless
share the same outlook for a hopeful world.

As we work for a more hopeful world, we
will continue to make sure that extremists,
such as Usama bin Laden, that wants to hurt
my {riend here as well as upset the democ-
racy in Afghanistan, is brought to justice. The
main thing I was looking forward to talking
about is how the United States Government
and the people of the United States can help
these two countries provide a foundation for
hope. And so I want to thank you for coming.
We're proud to have you here, Mr. President.

President Musharraf. My pleasure.

President Bush. Proud to have you here,
Mr. President. Let’s go eat dinner. Thank
you, sir.

President Musharraf. Thank you very
much.

President Karzai. Thanks very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the United States-European Union
Agreement on Mutual Legal
Assistance

September 27, 2006

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Agreement on Mutual
Legal Assistance between the United States
of America and the European Union (EU),
signed on June 25, 2003, at Washington, to-
gether with 25 bilateral instruments that sub-
sequently were signed between the United
States and each European Union Member
State in order to implement the Agreement
with the EU, and an explanatory note that
is an integral part of the Agreement. I also
transmit, for the information of the Senate,
the report of the Department of State with
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