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The best plan is to say to somebody who
has been here illegally, if you've been paying
your taxes, and you've got a good criminal
record, that you can pay a fine for being here
illegally, and you can learn English, like the
rest of us have done, and you can get in a
citizenship line to apply for citizenship. You
don’t get to get in the front; you get to get
in the back of the line.

But this idea of deporting people is just
not—it doesn’t make any sense to me, and
it doesn’t make any sense to a lot of people
who understand this issue. So here’s a rea-
sonable way to treat people with respect and
accomplish what we want to accomplish,
which is to be a country of law and a country
of decency and respect.

And finally, in order to make a comprehen-
sive immigration plan work, we’ve got to help
folks assimilate into our society. And what
does that mean? It means, help people learn
English, to help people understand the tradi-
tions and history of the United States of
America.

One of the fabulous things about our coun-
try is that our soul has constantly been re-
newed by people seeking the American
Dream, people coming here to work to real-
ize their dream, people wanting to raise a
family in the United States of America. And
we come from different backgrounds, but
we're all united by the great ideal of being
an American citizen. That’s why we say, we're
one Nation under God. And to help people
assimilate will help us keep that in place.

And so it’s good to be down here on our
border. It’s an exciting part of the United
States of America. It's amazing how this
country has grown and how vital the valley
is of the State of Texas. It’s got to be exciting
for people to grow up in this part of the world
and see the new prosperity. Gosh, it wasn’t
all that long ago that—I know these mayors
can remember—the economy was tough
down here. It was, kind of, farming, and that
was all. And now there’s economic vitality.
People are making a living, and the schools
are improving. It’'s a great place to raise a
family.

It’s a great place to also come and honor
those who wear the uniform of the United
States of America, whether it be local law
enforcement or the sheriff’s departments or
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the Border Patrol or the United States mili-
tary. We're a blessed country. We're a great
country because we’ve got people who stand
up and say, I want to serve. And it’s the serv-
ice of the men and women in uniform that
are doing the job down here that the Amer-
ican people expect.

I can’t tell you how proud I am to be the
Commander in Chief of the military and to
be the President of the United States, full
of such decent and honorable people. I'm
honored to be back in this part of the world.
I want to thank you for coming out and giving
me a chance to talk about a comprehensive
immigration plan. I expect the United States
Congress to do its duty and pass comprehen-
sive immigration reform.

God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. at
Anzalduas Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Rick Perry of Texas; Mayor Norberto “Beto”
Salinas of Mission, TX; Mayor Richard F. Cortez
of McAllen, TX; and John David Franz, Jr., son
of Mayor John David Franz of Hidalgo, TX.

Statement on Cuba
August 3, 2006

The United States is actively monitoring
the situation in Cuba following the an-
nouncement of a transfer of power. At this
time of uncertainty in Cuba, one thing is
clear: The United States is absolutely com-
mitted to supporting the Cuban people’s as-
pirations for democracy and freedom. We
have repeatedly said that the Cuban people
deserve to live in freedom. I encourage all
democratic nations to unite in support of the
right of the Cuban people to define a demo-
cratic future for their country. I urge the
Cuban people to work for democratic change
on the island. We will support you in your
effort to build a transitional government in
Cuba committed to democracy, and we will
take note of those, in the current Cuban re-
gime, who obstruct your desire for a free
Cuba. In the event of a transition in the
Cuban Government, we stand ready to pro-
vide humanitarian assistance as needed to
help the Cuban people. It has long been the
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hope of the United States to have a free,
independent, and democratic Cuba as a close
friend and neighbor. In achieving this, the
Cuban people can count on the full and un-
conditional support of the United States.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Export Control
Regulations

August 3, 2006

On August 17, 2001, consistent with the
authority provided me under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), I issued Executive
Order 13222. In that order, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States in light of the expiration of the
Export Administration Act of 1979, as
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.). Be-
cause the Export Administration Act has not
been renewed by the Congress, the national
emergency declared on August 17, 2001,
must continue in effect beyond August 17,
2006. Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13222.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
August 3, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 4, 2006]

NoTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on August 7.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency Regarding Export
Control Regulations

August 3, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency caused by the lapse of the
Export Administration Act of 1979, as
amended, is to continue in effect for 1 year
beyond August 17, 2006, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis

Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 29
In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

July 30

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Miami, FL. While en route aboard Air Force
One, he had a telephone conversation with
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to dis-
cuss her ongoing visit to the Middle East.
Upon arrival in Miami, he met with USA
Freedom Corps volunteer Dorcas Piegari.
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