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powerful statement about what is possible in
terms of achieving peace.

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you. Here,
actually, we're talking about the suffering of
a people in a country. And we are not in
the process of reviewing one issue or another,
or any government position. The important
thing here is what we are trying to do is to
stop the killing and the destruction, and then
we leave the room and the way for the inter-
national and diplomatic efforts and inter-
national organization to play the role to be
there.

We are not here facing a situation only in
Lebanon, but would be facing a variety of
issues in different countries. I'm talking here
about the approach that should be used in
order to stop this process of promoting ha-
tred—that has to be superior decisions com-
ing from above in order to protect these ex-
periments, particularly the democratic ex-
periments that should be protected by those
who are trying to oppose it.

Israel-U.S. Relations/Rule of Law in Iraq

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. Prime Min-
ister. General Abizaid said that the danger
that Iraq is facing is the religious danger. Do
you agree with his assessment? And do you
see that—is there any security plan that can
really curb the religious violence?

[Inaudible]—humanitarian aid to Leb-
anon, yet there’s also reports that your ad-
ministration are speeding up delivery of
laser-guided missiles to Israel and bunker-
buster bombs. And do you see this—if this
is true, do you see it as contradictory? On
one hand, you allow Israel to kill people, and
civilian, in particular, and on the other hand,
you're trying to aid the very people that have
been suffering and killed as a result?

President Bush. No, I don’t see a con-
tradiction in us honoring commitments we
made prior to Hizballah attacks into Israeli
territory. And I—like the Prime Minister,
I'm concerned about loss of innocent life,
and we will do everything we can to help
move equipment—I mean, food and medi-
cines to help the people who have been dis-
placed and the people who suffer.

Prime Minister Maliki. Yes. I do not re-
duce the risk and the danger of the religious
feelings, especially through some of the orga-
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nizations that are trying to promote this ha-
tred. And there are—some of the events are
on the basis of religious divide, but I would
like to assure the political, religious leaders
and civil societies that the Iraqi parties, poli-
ticians, religious leaders are rising to their
responsibility and are condemning those who
are cooperating with Al Qaida and those who
are trying to start a civil war.

The one—the most important element in
the security plan is to curb the religious vio-
lence, because we will not allow any Iraqis
to use this background. This is one of the
main objective of the security plan. It is the
policy of the Government: There is no killing
or discrimination against anyone. Everything
is by law and everything based on the Con-
stitution and the law. The Government re-
sponsibility is to protect all Iraqgis, regardless
of their ethnic or religious background. It’s
important to say that we are shedding the
light against those who are calling for sec-
tarian religious, because we feel that this is
a great danger to Iraq. And, God willing,
there will be no civil war in Iraq.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
11:27 a.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Gen. George W.
Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; Lt. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey,
USA, commander, Multi-National Security Tran-
sition Command—Iraq and NATO Training Mis-
sion—Iraq; and Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of
Lebanon. A reporter referred to Gen. John P.
Abizaid, USA, combatant commander, U.S. Cen-
tral Command. Prime Minister Maliki and two re-
porters spoke in Arabic, and their remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Statement on Senate Action on the
“Child Custody Protection Act”
July 25, 2006

Transporting minors across State lines to
bypass parental consent laws regarding abor-
tion undermines State law and jeopardizes
the lives of young women. To combat this
dangerous practice, the Senate today passed
the Child Custody Protection Act, which pe-
nalizes those who unlawfully attempt to cir-
cumvent parental notification requirements.
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I appreciate the Senate’s efforts to pre-
serve the integrity of State law and protect
our Nation’s families. I look forward to the
House and Senate resolving their differences
in conference and sending this legislation for
my signature.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 403.

Proclamation 8037—Anniversary of
the Americans With Disabilities Act,
2006

July 25, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) has helped fulfill the promise of
America for millions of individuals living with
disabilities. The anniversary of this landmark
legislation is an important opportunity to cel-
ebrate our progress over the last 16 years and
the many contributions individuals with dis-
abilities make to our country.

When President George H. W. Bush
signed the ADA into law on July 26, 1990,
he called this legislation a “dramatic renewal
not only for those with disabilities but for
all of us, because along with the precious
privilege of being an American comes a sa-
cred duty to ensure that every other Ameri-
can’s rights are also guaranteed.” The ADA’s
far-reaching reforms have played a signifi-
cant role in enhancing the quality of life for
millions of Americans who must overcome
considerable challenges each day in order to
participate fully in all aspects of American
life.

My Administration continues to build on
the progress of the ADA through the New
Freedom Initiative. We have established an
online connection to the Federal Govern-
ment’s disability-related information and re-
sources at DisabilityInfo.gov, and the job
training and placement services of the “Tick-
et to Work” program and One-Stop Career
Centers are promoting greater employment
opportunities. We are also expanding edu-
cational opportunities for children with dis-
abilities, providing them with the tools they
need for success in their classrooms, homes,
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and communities. In addition, we are fos-
tering technological advancement and en-
couraging increased distribution of assistive
technology to help people with disabilities
live and work with greater independence. My
Administration will continue its efforts to re-
move barriers confronting Americans with
disabilities and their families so that every
individual can realize their full potential.

On this anniversary of the ADA, we under-
score our commitment to ensuring that the
fundamental promises of our democracy are
accessible to all our citizens. As we strive to
be a more caring and hopeful society, let us
continue to show the character of America
in our compassion for one another.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2006, as
a day in celebration of the 16th Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call
on all Americans to celebrate the many con-
tributions of individuals with disabilities as
we work towards fulfilling the promise of the
ADA to give all our citizens the opportunity
to live with dignity, work productively, and
achieve their dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 27, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 28.

Remarks at a Lunch With Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq and
Military Personnel at Fort Belvoir,
Virginia

July 26, 2006

President Bush. Thank you all for such
gracious hospitality. I thought I would drop
by with the Prime Minister of Iraq. [Laugh-
ter] T wanted him to be with some of the
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