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in Missouri, and we’ve got a problem around 
the country in methamphetamines. Jim Tal-
ent is working hard to deliver positive legisla-
tion and decent appropriations to fight 
methamphetamines. And I want to thank you 
for your fight and thank you for your struggle. 

He gets things done. There’s a lot of noise 
in Washington. But, you know, when you find 
somebody who is a positive person, who is 
able to accomplish things, you’ve got to send 
him back to Washington, DC. Talent can de-
liver for the people of Missouri and for the 
people of the United States. He’s got a prov-
en track record. He deserves to be reelected. 
I love his values. 

I love the fact that he understands the judi-
ciary needs to be filled with people who 
aren’t going to legislate from the bench but 
will strictly interpret the Constitution of the 
United States. I’m proud that he stood up 
strong for Judge Roberts and Judge Alito, 
two really fine members of the Supreme 
Court. It’s another issue in this campaign. 
Who do you want in the Senate to be able 
to confirm and battle for what kind of judges? 
You want judges that are—that understand 
the limitation of the judiciary. We got plenty 
of legislators in Washington. That’s not the 
role of a judge. The judge is to interpret the 
Constitution of the United States. Jim Talent 
understands this. Most Missouri citizens un-
derstand the proper role of the judiciary. 
He’s in tune with Missouri. 

He’s in tune with Missouri when it comes 
to taxes. He understands the farm issue. He 
understands small businesses. He is in tune 
with the elders and seniors of Missouri. He’s 
a good man who’s delivered a lot for the peo-
ple of this State. He stands on solid moral 
ground. You don’t have to worry about his 
honesty. You never have to worry about his 
integrity. He’s a decent, honorable person 
that deserves reelection to the United States 
Senate. Thanks for coming, and God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. at the 
Ritz-Carlton. In his remarks, he referred to 
Melanie Anderson Blunt, wife of Gov. Matt Blunt 
of Missouri, and their son William Branch Blunt; 
Rachel Oliver, wife of Jack L. Oliver III, finance 
chair, Jim Talent for U.S. Senate; former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Henry M. Paulson, Jr., as Secretary 
of the Treasury 
June 28, 2006 

I commend the Senate for moving swiftly 
to confirm Henry Paulson as Secretary of the 
Treasury. I look forward to working with 
Hank to keep our economy and financial 
markets strong, and to continue our efforts 
to choke off sources of terrorist financing. 
I thank Chairman Grassley, Senator Baucus, 
and Senator Schumer for their leadership 
during the confirmation process. I congratu-
late Hank and his family on his confirmation 
and thank him for his service to our Nation. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Requesting 
Additional Funds for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
June 28, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider expedi-

tiously the enclosed fully offset FY 2006 re-
quest for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) to address the security of personal infor-
mation of veterans and service personnel. 

I am requesting these additional resources 
for VA to cover the increased costs to the 
VA information technology account in FY 
2006 as a result of providing credit moni-
toring and fraud watch services for veterans 
and service members impacted by a security 
breach that occurred on May 3, 2006. The 
total cost of this effort, estimated to be 
$160.5 million in FY 2006, is fully offset. 

The details of these proposals are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony 
for Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan 
June 29, 2006 

President Bush. Good morning. Laura 
and I are welcome—are proud to welcome 
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