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the mourners have moved out of the ceme-
tery, the music begins to speed up and the
procession is joined by a joyful second line,
with crowds of people dancing and cele-
brating the triumph of spirit over death.

Today Irvin Mayfield will play a song in
the great tradition called “Just a Closer Walk
With Thee.” It’s the first song he learned
from his dad. He played it at his dad’s—in
his dad’s memory after Hurricane Katrina,
and then he retired the song. We’re honored
that he’s decided to play it one last time, right
here in the White House.

Irvin, we thank you for your personal cour-
age and your dedication to others in a time
of adversity. I have no doubt that with every
good deed you perform and every note you
play, your dad is smiling down on you. God
bless you, Irvin.

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome
Irvin Mayfield.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:23 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to civil rights leader Dorothy I.
Height; Alana Beard, guard and forward, Wash-
ington Mystics, Women’s National Basketball As-
sociation; and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, former Na-
tional Basketball Association center.

Statement Marking 10 Years After
Attack on Khobar Towers

June 26, 2006

Ten years ago yesterday, in an attack on
the Khobar Towers apartment complex in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, 19 members of our
Armed Forces were killed and hundreds of
other Americans were injured by terrorists
who we believe were working with Iranian
officials. We honor the courage of those who
paid the ultimate price in defending our
country. America will carry on the legacy of
these fallen heroes by continuing the mission
for which they gave their lives: defeating tyr-
anny, defending freedom, and protecting
their fellow citizens.

Laura and I offer our prayers and the grati-
tude of this great Nation to the families who
lost loved ones in that brutal attack. These
families can know that their loved ones will
always be remembered and that we will re-
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main determined in our efforts to bring to
justice those responsible for this attack.

In remembrance of those who lost their
lives ten years ago, I ask Americans to keep
their families in your hearts and your prayers.

Proclamation 8032—Independence
Day, 2006

June 26, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On July 4, 1776, our Nation’s Founders
declared “That these United Colonies are,
and of Right, ought to be free and Inde-
pendent States.” This declaration marked a
great milestone in the history of human free-
dom. On the 230th anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence, we pay
tribute to the courage and dedication of
those who created this country, and we cele-
brate the values of liberty and equality that
make our country strong.

The patriots of the Revolutionary War
acted on the beliefs that “all men are created
equal” and “that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights.” By
advancing these ideals, generations of Ameri-
cans have unleashed the hope of freedom for
people in every corner of the world.

As we celebrate our independence, Ameri-
cans can take pride in our history and look
to the future with confidence. We offer our
gratitude to all the American patriots, past
and present, who have sought to advance
freedom and lay the foundations of peace.
Because of their sacrifice, this country re-
mains a beacon of hope for all who dream
of liberty and a shining example to the world
of what a free people can achieve. May God
continue to bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 4, 2006, as
Independence Day. I call upon the people
of the United States to observe with all due
ceremony our Independence Day as a time
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