AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / June 23

nations. All who love liberty are linked to-
gether across the generations and across the
world.

Your great poet, Petofi, said this: “Here
is the time, now or never! Shall we be slaves
or free? This is the question; answer! By the
God of the Hungarians we swear: We swear
to be slaves no more!”

These words were addressed to the Hun-
garian people, yet they speak to all people
in all times. This is the spirit that we honor
today. I appreciate the opportunity to come
to this great country and to celebrate the
Hungarian example—the courage, the sac-
rifice, the perseverance that has led to this
democracy.

On behalf of all Americans: Koszonom.
May God bless you all. Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. on
Gellert Hill. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Laszlo Solyom and Prime Minister Ferenc
Gyurcsany of Hungary; and Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki and former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Legislative Line Item Veto Act of
2006~

June 22, 2006

I commend Members of the House who
voted today in support of the Legislative Line
Item Veto Act of 2006. I also applaud the
House Republican leadership, Congressman
Paul Ryan and Congressman Mark Udall, for
successfully steering this bill to passage. Con-
trolling the Federal appetite for spending
and protecting taxpayer dollars are shared re-
sponsibilities of the legislative and executive
branches and require a bipartisan approach.
I appreciate those Democrats who have sup-
ported the line-item veto in the past and did
so again today. The line-item veto is a critical
tool that will help rein in wasteful spending
and bring greater transparency to the budget
process.

Forty-three Governors have a line-item
veto, and we need similar authority at the
Federal level to control spending. Working
with Congress, this tool can be used to help
reduce the budget deficit and discourage the
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practice of earmarking Federal funds for
projects that are wasteful, duplicative, or un-
necessary. I urge the Senate to also pass the
line-item veto legislation, so Congress and
my administration can begin using this im-
portant tool to help enforce fiscal discipline.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4890.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Western Balkans

June 22, 2006

On June 26, 2001, by Executive Order
13219, I declared a national emergency with
respect to the Western Balkans pursuant to
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706) to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States constituted by the actions of
persons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring,
or supporting (i) extremist violence in the
Republic of Macedonia, and elsewhere in the
Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstruct-
ing implementation of the Dayton Accords
in Bosnia or United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, in Kosovo.
Subsequent to the declaration of the national
emergency, the actions of persons obstruct-
ing implementation of the Ohrid Framework
Agreement of 2001 in the Republic of Mac-
edonia also became a pressing concern. I
amended Executive Order 13219 on May 28,
2003, in Executive Order 13304 to address
this concern and to take additional steps with
respect to the national emergency. Because
the actions of persons threatening the peace
and international stabilization efforts in the
Western Balkans continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on June 26,
2001, and the measures adopted on that date
and thereafter to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond June 26,
2006. Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year
the national emergency with respect to the
Western Balkans.
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