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Statement on Senate Confirmation of
Robert J. Portman To Be Director of
the Office of Management and
Budget

May 26, 2006

I commend the Senate for confirming Rob
Portman as Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. In this key position,
Rob will have a leading role on my economic
team and will help ensure that the Govern-
ment spends the taxpayers’ money wisely, or
not at all. In addition, Rob will be in charge
of implementing my goal of cutting the budg-
et deficit in half by 2009 while funding our
priorities. The American people deserve re-
sults for every hard-earned dollar they send
to Washington. Rob is a man of character
and will perform his duties with dedication
and integrity. I congratulate Rob and his fam-
ily on today’s confirmation and thank him for
his continued service to our Nation.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Commencement Address at the
United States Military Academy in
West Point, New York

May 27, 2006

Thank you for the warm welcome—Gen-
eral Lennox, Secretary Harvey, Members of
the United States Congress, Academy staff
and faculty, distinguished guests, proud fam-
ily, and, most importantly, the class of 2006.

On the way in, General Lennox showed
me what you did to his car. [Laughter] I told
him, “That’s a fine looking vehicle”—[laugh-
ter]—"but you need to stay away from Ma-
rine One.” [Laughter]

I see a lot of “Gray Hogs” out there—
a few “Century Men” too. During your 4
years at this Academy, I'm told, there are
about 18,000 opportunities to be late for

class, drill, march, or inspection—and many
of you availed yourselves of those opportuni-
ties. [Laughter] Others got written up just
for having bad haircuts. No matter what rea-
son you got slugged, help is on the way. In
keeping with longstanding tradition, I hereby
absolve all cadets who are on restriction for
minor conduct offenses. I leave it to General
Lennox to define exactly what “minor”
means. [Laughter]

It’s a privilege to stand before the future
leaders of the United States Army. You have
worked hard to get to this moment. You've
survived the hardest Beast on record—the
“best summer of your lives” in Buckistan—
countless hours in the House of Pain. In 4
years, you've been transformed from “bean-
heads” to “yuks” to “cows” and “Firsties.”
And today you will become proud officers
of the greatest Army in the history of the
world. Your teachers are proud of you; your
parents are proud of you; and so is your Com-
mander in Chief. Congratulations on a fan-
tastic achievement.

This Academy has shaped your minds and
bodies for the challenges that lie ahead. You
worked hard in the classroom and on the
playing field to prepare for the rigors of com-
bat. One cadet described the West Point atti-
tude this way: “First I'll beat Navy and Air
Force, and then I'll beat the enemies of free-
dom on the battlefield.”

The field of battle is where your degree
and commission will take you. This is the first
class to arrive at West Point after the attacks
of September the 11th, 2001. Each of you
came here in a time of war, knowing all the
risks and dangers that come with wearing our
Nation’s uniform. And I want to thank you
for your patriotism, your devotion to duty,
your courageous decision to serve. America
is grateful and proud of the men and women
of West Point.

The reality of war has surrounded you
since your first moments at this Academy.
More than 50 of your fellow cadets here at
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