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days of discussions, it is clear these dif-
ferences will require more time to be worked 
out. 

So today I am directing the Department 
of Justice to seal all the materials recovered 
from Congressman Jefferson’s office for the 
next 45 days and not to allow access to any-
one involved in the investigation. I am also 
ordering the sealed materials to remain 
under the custody of the Solicitor General— 
who heads a separate office within the Justice 
Department and is not involved in the inves-
tigation. 

This period will provide both parties more 
time to resolve the issues in a way that en-
sures that materials relevant to the ongoing 
criminal investigation are made available to 
prosecutors in a manner that respects the in-
terests of a coequal branch of Government. 
The Justice Department and the House of 
Representatives should continue their dis-
cussions and resolve this matter as quickly 
as possible. 

Let me be clear: Investigating and pros-
ecuting crime is a crucial executive responsi-
bility that I take seriously. Those who violate 
the law—including a Member of Congress— 
should and will be held to account. This in-
vestigation will go forward, and justice will 
be served. 

Memorandum on Handling of 
Materials Held by the Department of 
Justice Following Execution of a 
Search Warrant 
May 25, 2006 

Memorandum for the Attorney General and 
the Solicitor General of the United States 

Subject: Handling of Materials Held by the 
Department of Justice Following Execution 
of a Search Warrant 

After taking appropriate account of the re-
spective constitutional functions of the 
House of Representatives and of the execu-
tive branch, including important law enforce-
ment interests, the protections afforded 
those functions under the Constitution, and 
the need for comity between the executive 
and legislative branches in the service of the 
American people, I direct that, with respect 

to the materials taken pursuant to the war-
rant dated May 18, 2006, and captioned ‘‘In 
the Matter of the Search of Rayburn House 
Office Building Room Number 2113,’’ in-
cluding any copies thereof or items derived 
in whole or in part therefrom: 

(1) The Attorney General, acting through 
the Solicitor General of the United States 
who shall for this purpose be subject to no 
supervision by any officer of the Department 
of Justice other than the Attorney General, 
shall (a) preserve and seal the materials, (b) 
ensure that no use is made of the materials, 
and (c) ensure that no person has access to 
the materials, except that Office of the Solic-
itor General personnel under the direct su-
pervision of the Solicitor General may have 
the minimum physical access to the materials 
essential to the preservation of the materials. 

(2) The Attorney General shall endeavor, 
and the House of Representatives is respect-
fully encouraged to endeavor, to resolve any 
issues relating to the materials through dis-
cussions between them in good faith and with 
mutual institutional respect and, if it should 
prove necessary after exhaustion of such dis-
cussions, through appropriate proceedings in 
the courts of the United States. 

The Attorney General shall keep me in-
formed of discussions to which this memo-
randum refers and proceedings relating to 
the materials. This memorandum shall expire 
on July 9, 2006. 

George W. Bush 

cc: The Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memorandum. 

Statement on Senate Passage of 
Immigration Reform Legislation 
May 25, 2006 

I commend the Senate for passing bipar-
tisan comprehensive immigration reform be-
fore the Memorial Day deadline set by its 
leaders. I appreciate the hard work of the 
leadership and Senators on both sides of the 
aisle. An effective immigration reform bill 
will protect our borders, hold employers to 
account for the workers they hire, create a 
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temporary-worker program to take pressure 
off our border and meet the needs of our 
growing economy, address the issue of the 
millions of illegal immigrants already in our 
country, and honor America’s great tradition 
of the melting pot. The House of Represent-
atives began a national dialog by passing an 
immigration bill last year. Now that the Sen-
ate has acted, I look forward to working to-
gether with both the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate to produce a bill for 
me to sign into law. 

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2611. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this statement. 

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on Energy 
Legislation 
May 25, 2006 

I applaud today’s vote in the House to 
allow for environmentally responsible energy 
exploration in a small part of the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. A reliable domestic 
supply of energy is important to America’s 
security and prosperity. This project will 
keep our economy growing by creating jobs 
and ensuring that businesses can expand. 
And it will make America less dependent on 
foreign sources of energy, eventually by up 
to a million barrels of crude oil a day—a 
nearly 20 percent increase over our current 
domestic production. I thank the House 
leadership and Chairman Pombo for their 
hard work on this issue. I urge the Senate 
to join the House in passing ANWR legisla-
tion. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5429. 

Statement on Signing the Coastal 
Barrier Resources Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 
May 25, 2006 

Today I have signed into law S. 1869, the 
‘‘Coastal Barrier Resources Reauthorization 
Act of 2005.’’ This Act provides for digital 
mapping in support of the coastal barrier re-
sources system and authorizes appropriations 

through fiscal year 2010 for implementation 
of the Coastal Barrier Resources Act. 

Section 3(c)(2) and section 4(c)(3)(C) and 
(D) purport to require executive branch offi-
cials to submit legislative recommendations 
to the Congress. The executive branch shall 
construe such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the Constitution’s commitment 
to the President of the authority to submit 
for the consideration of the Congress such 
measures as the President judges necessary 
and expedient and to supervise the unitary 
executive branch. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 25, 2006. 

Proclamation 8025—Black Music 
Month, 2006 
May 25, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
African-American musicians have added to 

the rich culture of our country and of coun-
tries around the world. During Black Music 
Month, we recognize the African-American 
artists who have enhanced our lives and cre-
ated some of our Nation’s most treasured art 
forms. 

Throughout history, African-American art-
ists have produced music with the power to 
change hearts and shape our national con-
science. From gospel to blues, from jazz to 
rock and roll, the songs of America’s black 
musicians have defined our times and en-
riched our culture. Performers such as Count 
Basie and Dizzy Gillespie and vocalists such 
as Lizzie Miles and gospel singer Mahalia 
Jackson have made their mark as great Amer-
ican musicians, strengthening our Nation’s 
diversity and lifting the human spirit. 

In 2005, Americans witnessed the power 
of music to help bring our country together. 
Following the devastation of the Gulf Coast 
by Hurricane Katrina, the musicians of that 
great region sought to preserve their unique 
musical style and culture and share it with 
the rest of the Nation. The soulful music of 
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast remains one 
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