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for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 13. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 12 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Death of Eusebio
Penalver Mazorra
May 13, 2006

Eusebio Penalver Mazorra was a Cuban
patriot who spent 28 years in Castro’s pris-
ons. His resistance to tyranny is a testament
to the moral courage of all Cubans who de-
sire to see freedom return to their beautiful
island nation. Laura joins me in sending our
thoughts and prayers to his family and
friends.

Remarks During a Presentation of
White House Trees With Prime
Minister John Howard of Australia

May 14, 2006

President Bush. Well, first of all, Ambas-
sador, thanks for having us, and happy birth-
day.

Zlmbassador Dennis Richardson. Thank
you very much.

President Bush. How old are you?

Ambassador Richardson. Well

President Bush. Don't say, then. [Laugh-
ter] It's wonderful to be here with our dear
friends, the Howards. I think it is interesting
that we're planting two trees, and this is a
symbol of our enduring friendship. And I
can’t thank you enough, John, for your strong
support for the liberty agenda, deep desire
for the world to be a peaceful place. I really
enjoy working with you for the common
good. Thanks for having us.

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you.
Well, George, you and Laura, not only for
the offices that you hold but also for the peo-
ple you are, are very welcome on this piece
of Australian soil in Washington. I indicated
to the President a moment ago that it was
here on this lawn that I addressed a news
conference on the 12th of September, 2001,
when I said that Australia would stand side
by side with the United States in responding
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to the new threat of terrorism. And that re-
solve is as strong now as it was on the 12th
of September, 2001.

These trees are a wonderful symbol of that
friendship. This residence has a lot of history.
It was, of course, the very first residence oc-
cupied by an Australian envoy to other than
a then dominion or Commonwealth country.
And when the then Prime Minister R.G.
Menzies announced it, he said that having
an ambassador—a representative or envoy to
America represented the first time we were
sending one to what he called a foreign coun-
try.
There has certainly been nothing foreign
in the relationship between our two countries
since then, and it’s great to have you and
Laura with us, and it’s a wonderful symbol.
The Ambassador has got to look after the
trees—[laughter]—and to keep his two
rottweilers away from them. [Laughter]

NoTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. at the
Australian Ambassador’s Residence. Participating
in the event was Australia’s Ambassador to the
U.S. Dennis Richardson.

Proclamation 8015—Suspension of
Entry as Immigrants and
Nonimmigrants of Persons
Responsible for Policies or Actions
That Threaten the Transition to
Democracy in Belarus

May 12, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In light of the importance to the United
States of fostering democratic institutions in
Belarus in order to help the Belarusian peo-
ple achieve their aspirations for democracy
and to help complete the transformation to
a Europe whole, free, and at peace and given
the suppression of human rights and democ-
racy in Belarus, the fraud perpetrated during
the recent Belarusian presidential campaign
and election, the detention of peaceful pro-
testers in Belarus, the persistent acts of cor-
ruption by Belarusian government officials in
the performance of public functions, and the
continued failure of Alyaksandr Lukashenka,
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