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Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The talks
between Iran and the EU-3 appear to be
making little progress. A senior British offi-
cial there said that they detect nothing new
in their approach. What can be done now?

The President. Well, obviously, one op-
tion is for the Perm 5 to work together to
bring Iran to the U.N. Security Council.
That’s an option. And we’re going to continue
to work with our friends and allies to present
a united front to the Iranians. And the mes-
sage is: Give up your nuclear weapons ambi-
tions. And the good news is, most of the
world recognizes that Iran, being the non-
transparent society that it is, a Government
that had violated IAEA rules, is one that can-
not be trusted with technology that could en-
able it to develop a nuclear weapon. And so
we're united in our goal to keep the Iranians
from having a weapon, and we’re working
on the tactics necessary to continue putting
a united front out.

The other thing is that we want the people
of Iran to be able to live in a free society.
And so tomorrow night, I am going to talk
about this issue and make clear the policy
of the United States.

Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters].

Palestinian Elections/Hamas

Q. Mr. President, Israeli officials are seek-
ing an international boycott of a Palestinian
Government that includes Hamas. Do you
support this? And if so, isn’t that punishing
the Palestinian people for exercising the
democratic rights that you've called for in the
region?

The President. The Hamas party has
made it clear that they do not support the
right of Israel to exist. And I have made it
clear, so long as that’s their policy, that we
will not support a Palestinian Government
made up of Hamas. We want to work with
a Government that is a partner in peace, not
a Government that is—whose declared in-
tentions might be the destruction of Israel.

Secondly, this new democracy that’s
emerging in the Palestinian Territories must
understand that you can’t have a political
party that also has got an armed wing to it;
that democracies yield peace. And so the sec-
ond half of our message to Hamas is: Get
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rid of your arms; disavow terrorism; work to
bring what you promised to the people of
the Palestinian Territories. Listen, these folks
ran on the campaign, “We're going to get
rid of corruption,” and that “We're going to
provide services to the people,” and that’s
positive. But what isn’t positive is that they've
got parts of their platform that will make it
impossible for them to be a peaceful partner.
Thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Statement on Senate Action To Vote
on the Nomination of Samuel A.

Alito, Jr., To Be an Associate Justice
of the United States Supreme Court

January 30, 2006

I am pleased that a strong, bipartisan ma-
jority in the Senate decisively rejected at-
tempts to obstruct and filibuster an up-or-
down vote on Judge Sam Alito’s nomination.
The Senate has a constitutional responsibility
to hold an up-or-down vote on every judicial
nominee, and throughout its 216-year his-
tory, the Senate has held an up-or-down vote
on every Supreme Court nominee with ma-
jority Senate support. Judge Alito is extraor-
dinarily well-qualified to serve on our Na-
tion’s highest Court, and America is fortunate
that this good and humble man is willing to
serve. I look forward to the Senate voting
to confirm Sam Alito as the 110th Justice of
the Supreme Court.

Proclamation 7977—Fourth
Anniversary of USA Freedom Corps,
2006

January 30, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans enjoy great liberty and pros-
perity, and with these blessings comes an ob-
ligation to reach out to those in need. Over
the past 4 years, USA Freedom Corps has
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