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based upon their willingness to protect insti-
tutions that will—for a viable democratic so-
ciety. And to the extent that any leader un-
dermines the free press, we will speak out. 
To the extent that any leader makes it dif-
ficult to worship freely, we will make our po-
sitions known. To the extent that the judici-
ary is not an independent organization—in 
other words, to the extent that there’s not 
proper checks and balances, we will express 
our positions. 

And there’s ways to do so. We can do so 
through our embassies. We can do so in fo-
rums—not necessarily singling out a par-
ticular country or person but talking on the 
positive about how important it is to have 
checks and balances in society, about how 
important it is to have these institutions so 
that a single person cannot become the ruler 
of all people. I will remind people today at 
this important summit that—as we talk about 
poverty and minority rights, which is of con-
cern to many countries here, that one—such 
concerns are our concerns, and that if you’re 
interested in minority rights, the best way to 
allow minorities to have rights is in a demo-
cratic society, where the people actually 
make the decisions for government. 

And so it’s a—I think this is a good forum 
and a good opportunity to express—for me 
to express our country’s values. But they’re 
not American values, I keep telling you, these 
are universal values that are true. That’s why 
my meeting with President Kirchner was— 
one of the reasons it was so positive is be-
cause Argentina shares the same values that 
America shares. They’ve been through some 
difficult experiences and making sure that 
those values are rooted in their societies. Of 
course I’ve reminded others, we went 
through difficult experiences in the past. And 
we had a Constitution that said everybody 
is free, but they weren’t. 

And so it’s a—so what I’ll search for in 
the world, as I think about world leaders, is 
that commitment, firm commitment to val-
ues and institutions that make democracy via-
ble. 

Thank you all very much. Thanks. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. at the 
Sheraton Mar del Plata. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Nestor Kirchner of Argentina; 
Patrick J. Fitzgerald, U.S. Attorney for the North-

ern District of Illinois and Department of Justice 
CIA leak investigation Special Prosecutor; Ayman 
Al-Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad 
and senior Al Qaida associate; and senior Al Qaida 
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 

Statement on the Launch of a 
Nationwide Effort To Respond to 
Hurricanes That Struck Central 
America 
November 4, 2005 

Three distinguished private-sector leaders 
have agreed to launch a nationwide effort to 
encourage private donations for relief and re-
construction in response to the three recent 
hurricanes that struck Central America. 
These leaders will work with other Ameri-
cans to raise awareness and resources to help 
those in need as a result of these disasters. 

The business leaders are: Steve 
Reinemund, chairman and CEO, PepsiCo, 
Inc.; Bob Lane, chairman and CEO, Deere 
& Company; and Maria Lagomasino, former 
chairman and CEO, JPMorgan Private Bank. 
On behalf of our country, I am grateful to 
these leaders for their readiness to take on 
this important effort. 

In the coming days, they will ask Ameri-
cans to donate directly to a fund set up to 
provide help to the disaster victims. 

Message on the Observance of Eid 
al-Fitr 
November 4, 2005 

I send warm greetings to American Mus-
lims and Muslims around the world observ-
ing Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the 
Fast. 

Eid al-Fitr marks the end of Ramadan, a 
time of prayer, reflection, and fasting. It is 
the holiest month of the Muslim year. To 
celebrate this holiday, many Muslims gather 
in their homes and mosques to thank God 
for His blessings and His help in keeping the 
fast. Muslims also demonstrate their compas-
sion by reaching out to the less fortunate and 
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