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always prayed in times of trial, with con-
fidence in His purpose, with hope for a 
brighter future, and with the humility to ask 
God to keep us strong so that we can better 
serve our brothers and sisters in need. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Statement on Congressional Action 
on Emergency Funding for 
Hurricane Katrina Recovery Efforts 
September 8, 2005 

I thank Congress for continuing to help 
those affected by Hurricane Katrina by mov-
ing swiftly and in strong bipartisan fashion 
to approve these additional emergency funds. 
The people affected by this storm have im-
mediate needs that we must continue to 
meet without delay. More resources will be 
needed as we work to help people get back 
on their feet. We will continue to help people 
rebuild their lives and rebuild the region. 

Proclamation 7924—To Suspend 
Subchapter IV of Chapter 31 of Title 
40, United States Code, Within a 
Limited Geographic Area in 
Response to the National Emergency 
Caused by Hurricane Katrina 
September 8, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 3142(a) of title 40, United States 

Code, provides that ‘‘every contract in excess 
of $2,000, to which the Federal Government 
or the District of Columbia is a party, for 
construction, alteration, or repair, including 
painting and decorating, of public buildings 
and public works of the Government or the 
District of Columbia that are located in a 
State or the District of Columbia and which 
requires or involves the employment of me-
chanics or laborers shall contain a provision 

stating the minimum wages to be paid var-
ious classes or laborers and mechanics.’’ 

2. Section 3142(b) of title 40, United 
States Code, provides that such ‘‘minimum 
wages shall be based on the wages the Sec-
retary of Labor determines to be prevailing 
for the corresponding classes of laborers and 
mechanics employed on projects of a char-
acter similar to the contract work in the civil 
subdivision of the State in which the work 
is to be performed . . .’’ 

3. Under various other related acts, the 
payment of wages is made dependent upon 
determinations by the Secretary of Labor 
under section 3142 of title 40, United States 
Code. 

4. Section 3147 of title 40, United States 
Code, provides that ‘‘[t]he President may sus-
pend the provisions of this subchapter during 
a national emergency.’’ 

5. Several areas of the Nation have been 
recently devastated by Hurricane Katrina. 
The devastation from the hurricane has re-
sulted in the largest amount of property dam-
age from a natural disaster in the history of 
the Nation. An enormous but undetermined 
number of lives have been lost, and hundreds 
of thousands of homes and business estab-
lishments either destroyed or severely dam-
aged. Hundreds of thousands of individuals 
have lost their jobs and their livelihood. An 
unprecedented amount of Federal assistance 
will be needed to restore the communities 
that have been ravaged by the hurricane. Ac-
cordingly, I find that the conditions caused 
by Hurricane Katrina constitute a ‘‘national 
emergency’’ within the meaning of section 
3147 of title 40, United States Code. 

(a) Hurricane Katrina has resulted in un-
precedented property damage. 

(b) The wage rates imposed by section 
3142 of title 40, United States Code, 
increase the cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment of providing Federal assist-
ance to these areas. 

(c) Suspension of the subchapter IV of 
chapter 31 of title 40, United States 
Code, 40 U.S.C. 3141–3148, and the 
operation of related acts to the extent 
they depend upon the Secretary of 
Labor’s determinations under section 
3142 of title 40, United States Code, 
will result in greater assistance to 
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