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Angola, to provide indoor spraying, long-last-
ing insecticide-treated nets, and effective 
new combination drugs to treat malaria. In 
addition, the Gates Foundation of Seattle is 
supporting a major effort to control malaria 
in Zambia. We’ve had a long tradition of pub-
lic-private action. I’m grateful to have this 
strong partner in a good cause. 

America will bring this antimalaria effort 
to at least four more highly endemic African 
countries in 2007 and at least five more in 
2008. In the next 5 years, with the approval 
of Congress, we’ll spend more than $1.2 bil-
lion on this campaign. 

An effort on this scale must be phased in 
to avoid shortages of supplies. Yet we intend 
this effort to eventually cover more than 175 
million people in 15 or more nations. We 
want to reduce malaria mortality in target 
countries by half and save hundreds of thou-
sands of lives. 

I urge other wealthy nations and founda-
tions to participate and expand this initiative 
to additional countries where the need is 
pressing. Together, we can lift this threat and 
defeat this fear across the African continent. 

Over the last 4 years, the United States 
has stood squarely with reformers in Africa 
on the side of prosperity and progress. We’ve 
tripled our aid to Africa; we plan to double 
it once again. But more than this, we’re 
standing for good government and energy 
development and debt relief and expanded 
trade, all of which will help African peoples 
live better lives and eventually overcome the 
need for aid. 

America is acting in these areas because 
we share with Africans, themselves, a vision 
of what the continent can become, a model 
of reform, a home to prosperous democ-
racies, and a tribute to the strong spirit of 
the African peoples. This vision is necessary, 
realistic, and already on its way to achieve-
ment. 

By standing with the hopes of Africa, 
America is also showing the kind of country 
we want to be. This weekend, we mark the 
anniversary of our founding. We celebrate 
our Declaration of Independence and the 
universal appeal of liberty it proclaims. We 
celebrate our men and women in uniform 
who protect and defend our freedom on mis-
sions far from home. And Americans on this 

Fourth of July can also celebrate a great tra-
dition of generosity, a tradition of relief after 
World War I, the Marshall plan and the 
Peace Corps, a tradition that is strong in our 
own time. 

Two years ago, a little girl in Namibia was 
born to a mother and father who both had 
HIV. She had the disease as well. The name 
her parents gave her translates as the phrase, 
‘‘There is no good in the world.’’ Months ago, 
the girl was very sick and losing weight and 
close to death. But today, she and her entire 
family are receiving lifesaving medicine. Now 
she’s a beautiful, shy, thriving 6-year-old, 
with a new life ahead of her, and there’s a 
little more good in the world. 

Across Africa, people who were preparing 
to die are now preparing to live. And America 
is playing a role in so many of those miracles. 
We’re a nation that repays our blessings with 
generosity to others. When we work with Af-
ricans to bring food to starving regions and 
malaria treatments to remote villages and 
miracle drugs that restore the dying to 
strength, this is part of our calling in the 
world. And as we answer that call, it makes 
us proud to be Americans. 

Thanks for coming. May God bless you. 
Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in the 
Meyer Auditorium at the Freer Gallery. In his 
remarks, he referred to Walter P. Stern, chairman 
of the board of trustees, Hudson Institute. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on Senate Action on the 
Central American-Dominican 
Republic Free Trade Agreement 
June 30, 2005 

I appreciate the bipartisan support in the 
United States Senate for the CAFTA-DR 
agreement, which is good for American 
workers, good for our farmers, and good for 
small businesses. When passed, it will elimi-
nate trade barriers immediately on 80 per-
cent of U.S.-made goods and the rest within 
a few years, which will help increase sales 
abroad and job creation at home. The agree-
ment is also a strong boost for young democ-
racies in our own hemisphere, whose success 
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is important for America’s national security 
and for reducing illegal immigration.

Letter to Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Appropriation 
Request 
June 30, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider expedi-

tiously the enclosed request in the amount 
of $975 million for a supplemental appropria-
tion for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). 

I am requesting these resources to cover 
the increased costs in FY 2005 that the VA 
is experiencing in its medical care system. 

As Secretary Nicholson informed the Con-
gress on June 28th, additional needs in the 
VA medical care system have also been iden-
tified for FY 2006. Details on specific FY 
2006 requirements are under review and will 
be transmitted separately. My Administration 
is committed to ensuring that our Nation’s 
veterans continue to receive timely and high-
quality health care. 

The details of the FY 2005 request are set 
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks on the Resignation of 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor From 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States 
July 1, 2005

Good morning. A short time ago I had a 
warm conversation with Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, who has decided to retire from 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 
America is proud of Justice O’Connor’s dis-
tinguished service, and I’m proud to know 
her. Today, she has the gratitude of her fel-
low citizens, and she and John and their fam-
ily have our respect and good wishes. 

Sandra Day O’Connor joined the Nation’s 
highest court in 1981 as the first woman ever 
appointed to that position. Throughout her 
tenure she has been a discerning and con-
scientious judge and a public servant of com-
plete integrity. Justice O’Connor’s great in-
tellect, wisdom, and personal decency have 
won her the esteem of her colleagues and 
our country. 

Under the Constitution, I am responsible 
for nominating a successor to Justice O’Con-
nor. I take this responsibility seriously. I will 
be deliberate and thorough in this process. 
I have directed my staff, in cooperation with 
the Department of Justice, to compile infor-
mation and recommend for my review poten-
tial nominees who meet a high standard of 
legal ability, judgment, and integrity and who 
will faithfully interpret the Constitution and 
laws of our country. 

As well I will continue to consult, as will 
my advisers, with Members of the United 
States Senate. The Nation deserves and I will 
select a Supreme Court Justice that Ameri-
cans can be proud of. The Nation also de-
serves a dignified process of confirmation in 
the United States Senate, characterized by 
fair treatment, a fair hearing, and a fair vote. 
I will choose a nominee in a timely manner 
so that the hearing and the vote can be com-
pleted before the new Supreme Court term 
begins. 

Today, however, is a day to honor the con-
tributions of a fine citizen and a great patriot. 
Many years ago, Sandra Day O’Connor chose 
the path of public service, and she served 
with distinction as a legislator and a judge 
in Arizona before joining the Supreme Court. 
When President Ronald Reagan appointed 
Justice O’Connor 24 years ago, Americans 
had high expectations of her, and she has sur-
passed those expectations in the performance 
of her duties. 

This great lady, born in El Paso, Texas, 
rose above the obstacles of an earlier time 
and became one of the most admired Ameri-
cans of our time. She leaves an outstanding 
record of service to the United States, and 
our Nation is deeply grateful. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House.
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