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dignity and determination. You have taken
tough steps to reform your economy and to
crack down on corruption. You are building
a democratic society where the rights of mi-
norities are respected, where a free press
flourishes, a vigorous opposition is welcome,
and unity is achieved through peace. In this
new Georgia, the rule of law will prevail and
freedom will be the birthright of every cit-
izen.

This was the dream of your late Prime
Minister Zhvania, who once said, “It is not
by mere chance that we have adopted two
very important ideas as our watchwords, {ree-
dom and responsibility.” Today we pay trib-
ute to this Georgian patriot who became a
great leader of the global democratic revolu-
tion. In building a free and responsible soci-
ety, you honor his memory and you carry on
his legacy.

As you build free institutions at home, the
ties that bind our nations will grow deeper
as well. We respect Georgia’s desire to join
the institutions of Europe. We encourage
your closer cooperation with NATO. Geor-
gia’s leaders know that the peaceful resolu-
tion of conflicts is essential to your integra-
tion into the transatlantic community. At the
same time, the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Georgia must be respected—the
territorial [territory]* and sovereignty of
Georgia must be respected by all nations.

We are living in historic times when free-
dom is advancing from the Black Sea to the
Caspian to the Persian Gulf and beyond. As
you watch free people gathering in squares
like this across the world, waving their na-
tions” flags and demanding their God-given
rights, you can take pride in this fact: They
have been inspired by your example, and
they take hope in your success.

As you build freedom in this country, you
must know that the seeds of liberty you are
planting in Georgian soil are flowering across
the globe. I have come here to thank you
for your courage. The American people value
your friendship and admire your determina-
tion. On behalf of all Americans, thank you;
God bless you; Sakartvelos gaumarjos.

* White House correction.

May 10 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to President Mikheil
Saakashvili of Georgia.

Statement on Congressional Action
on the Proposed “Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act for
Defense, the Global War on Terror,
and Tsunami Relief, 2005

May 10, 2005

I applaud the Congress for its strong bipar-
tisan support for our troops and our contin-
ued effort to win the war on terror. New de-
mocracies are taking root in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, and America is proud to stand with
them. This legislation will help America con-
tinue to promote freedom and democracy.
It also will assist in the continuing tsunami
recovery efforts. I appreciate the leadership
in the House and Senate for working to-
gether to reach a final agreement that focuses
taxpayer dollars on providing our troops and
diplomats with the tools they need. I look
forward to signing the bill into law.

Proclamation 7899—National
Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2005
May 10, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year from June through November,
Americans living on the Eastern seaboard
and along the Gulf of Mexico face an in-
creased threat of hurricanes. These powerful
storms can create severe flooding, cause
power outages, and damage homes and busi-
nesses with their high winds, tornadoes,
storm surges, and heavy rainfall. The effects
of these storms can be devastating to families
and cause lasting economic distress. During
National Hurricane Preparedness Week, we
call attention to the importance of planning
ahead and securing our homes and property
in advance of storms.

Last year, six hurricanes and three tropical
storms hit the United States, causing the loss
of dozens of lives and billions of dollars in
damage. Across the United States, Americans
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