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The price of crude is driving the price of 
gasoline. The price of crude is up because 
not only is our economy growing, but econo-
mies such as India and China’s economies 
are growing. 

Here comes my guest. Anyway, nice going; 
you got me to answer some questions. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:05 a.m. at the 
Bush Ranch.

Joint Statement by the Presidents of 
the Russian Federation and the 
United States of America 
April 25, 2005

April 25, 2005, marks the 60th anniversary 
of the meeting of Soviet and U.S. troops at 
the River Elbe. 

Our nations will always remember the 
handshake that made history at the Elbe, 
which became one of the most vivid symbols 
that our countries were comrades-in-arms in 
fighting together against Nazi tyranny, op-
pression, and aggression. We admire the 
courage and gallant deeds of the soldiers 
from the countries of the anti-Hitler coali-
tion. We will never forget their sacrifice for 
our common victory. 

The past 60 years have witnessed reconcili-
ation in Europe, the overcoming of the Cold 
War legacy, the fall of barriers that divided 
peoples and nations, the growth of pros-
perity, and the advancement of freedom and 
democracy. 

In the new century, new threats to the se-
curity of our countries have arisen, including 
terrorism and the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction. But there are also in-
creased opportunities for building a lasting 
peace based on law and the common values 
of freedom and democracy. While Russia and 
the United States are building a closer part-
nership, the meeting at the Elbe reminds us 
of the enormous advantages that we can pro-
vide for both our countries and for the rest 
of the world when we are united in dealing 
with global challenges and take advantage of 
the opportunities before us for progress and 
cooperation. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and Crown Prince Abdullah 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 

April 25, 2005

Sixty years ago, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 
founder King Abdulaziz Al Saud held a his-
toric meeting upon a sturdy ship at the Great 
Bitter Lake in the Suez Canal. In six hours 
President Bush’s predecessor and the Crown 
Prince’s father established a strong personal 
bond that set the tone for decades of close 
relations between our two nations. 

Today, we renewed our personal friend-
ship and that between our nations. In our 
meeting we agreed that momentous changes 
in the world call on us to forge a new rela-
tionship between our two countries—a 
strengthened partnership that builds on our 
past partnership, meets today’s challenges, 
and embraces the opportunities our nations 
will face in the next sixty years. 

Our friendship begins with the recognition 
that our nations have proud and very distinct 
histories. 

The United States respects Saudi Arabia 
as the birthplace of Islam, one of the world’s 
great religions, and as the symbolic center 
of the Islamic faith as custodian of Islam’s 
two holy places in Makkah and Madina. 
Saudi Arabia reiterates its call on all those 
who teach and propagate the Islamic faith 
to adhere strictly to the Islamic message of 
peace, moderation, and tolerance and reject 
that which deviates from those principles. 
Both countries agree that this message of 
peace, moderation, and tolerance must ex-
tend to those of all faiths and practices. The 
two nations reaffirm the principles agreed to 
during the international conference on 
counterterrorism hosted by the Kingdom in 
February 2005. These principles were en-
shrined in the ‘‘Riyadh Declaration’’ which 
calls for, ‘‘fostering values of understanding, 
tolerance, dialogue, co-existence, and the 
rapprochement between cultures. . . [and] 
for fighting any form of thinking that pro-
motes hatred, incites violence, and condones 
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