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you all—genuinely wish you all a happy
Easter holiday with you and your family.

Thank you.

Q. Can I get that follow-up now?

The President. What?

Q. Can I get that follow-up now? [Laugh-
ter]

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
10:15 a.m. in the James S. Brady Briefing Room
at the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister Paul Martin of Canada; Presi-
dent Vicente Fox of Mexico; Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi of Italy; Robert C. Pozen, chairman,
MFS Investment Management; Gen. George W.
Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; Prime Minister Bertie Ahern
of Ireland; Paula, Catherine, Donna, Claire, and
Gemma McCartney, and Bridgeen Hagans, sisters
and fiancee of Robert McCartney, who was mur-
dered in Belfast, Ireland, on January 30; and au-
thors Joseph J. Ellis and David McCullough. A
reporter referred to Sinn Fein leader Gerry
Adams.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Nasrallah Cardinal Sfeir, Lebanese
Maronite Patriarch

March 16, 2005

President Bush. Your Eminence, wel-
come. It is my honor to welcome you and
your distinguished delegation to the Oval Of-
fice. We're—thank you for your conversa-
tion.

His Eminence and I discussed, of course,
Lebanon and our deep desire for Lebanon
to be a truly free country—free where people
can worship the way they choose to, free
where people can speak their mind, free
where political parties can flourish, a country
based upon free elections. And I assured His
Eminence that United States policy is to
work with friends and allies to insist that
Syria completely leave Lebanon, Syria take
all her troops out of Lebanon, Syria take her
intelligence services out of Lebanon, so that
the election process will be free and fair.

His Eminence is a man of God. He brings
great prestige of the church to the Oval Of-
fice. And I'm proud you're here, Your Emi-
nence, and thank you for your time.

Now His Eminence would like to say a
few words.
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Cardinal Sfeir. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. We come to the White House
in response to the invitation of His Excel-
lency, President George W. Bush, and we
thank him for his cordial and warm recep-
tion. I would also like to express my deep
gratitude for his sincere interest in Lebanon,
the freedom of its people, and in peace in
Lebanon and the world.

This was a good opportunity to exchange
views on the situation in Lebanon and the
questions of freedom and democracy in our
region. We profited from this occasion to
convey to President Bush the views and aspi-
rations of all the Lebanese.

The Lebanese, above conviction, are
alarmed by the continued migration of Chris-
tian and Muslim youths due to the lack of
job opportunities and the suffocating political
conditions at home. We look forward to see
these conditions reversed because the future
of Lebanon requires the talents and energy
of all her children.

It is important to recall that Lebanon was
the first democracy—democratic country in
the region. Maybe it was not a perfect de-
mocracy, but Lebanon remains the role and
the point of departure for the spread of de-
mocracy in the region. This why His Holi-
ness, Pope John Paul II, stated that Lebanon
is an ideal for freedom and democracy for
the East and West, and this is what we have
repeated here.

We are hopeful that the Lebanese, with
the support of their friends around the world,
will be able to build a better future in a free,
independent, pluralistic, and sovereign Leb-
anon.

Thank you.

President Bush. Your Eminence, thank
you, sir. Proud you’re here, sir. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Funding
for the War on Terror

March 16, 2005

I applaud the House of Representatives
for its strong bipartisan support for our
troops and for our strategy to win the war
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on terror. The people of Iraq and Afghani-
stan are building new democracies and
defying the terrorists, and America is stand-
ing with them. Both countries are assuming
greater responsibility for their own security,
which will help our troops return home as
quickly as possible with the honor they have
earned.

I thank the House for its quick action and
look forward to working with the Senate so
that all of my top priorities are included in
the final legislation.

Statement on Senate Action To Allow
for Environmentally Responsible
Energy Exploration in a Small Part of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

March 16, 2005

I applaud today’s vote in the Senate to
allow for environmentally responsible energy
exploration in a small part of the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. A reliable domestic
supply of energy is important to America’s
security and prosperity. This project will
keep our economy growing by creating jobs
and ensuring that businesses can expand.
And it will make America less dependent on
foreign sources of energy, eventually by up
to a million barrels of oil a day.

I also call on the Congress to pass a com-
prehensive national energy plan that will di-
versify supply, increase conservation and effi-
ciency, and upgrade our energy infrastruc-
ture.

Message on the Observance of
Nowruz

March 16, 2005

I send greetings to those celebrating
Nowruz.

Nowruz marks the arrival of a new year
and the celebration of life. It has long been
an opportunity to spend time with family and
friends and enjoy the beauty of nature.

Many Americans who trace their heritage
to Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Azer-
baijan, Turkey, and Central Asia observe this
special occasion to preserve their rich herit-
age and ensure that their values and tradi-
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tions are passed on to future generations.
This festival also reminds all Americans of
the diversity that has made our Nation
stronger and better.

Laura and I send our best wishes for peace
and prosperity in the New Year.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks Announcing the
Nomination of Representative Rob
Portman To Be United States Trade
Representative

March 17, 2005

Good morning. I'm pleased to announce
my nomination of Congressman Rob
Portman to be our next United States Trade
Representative. For more than a decade,
Rob Portman has been a superb Representa-
tive of the Second District of Ohio. He’s
earned the trust of his constituents and the
admiration of his colleagues. He brings a
record of achievement to this new assign-
ment.

As a Member of the House leadership,
Rob has shown he can bring together people
of differing views to get things done. He’s
been a tireless advocate for America’s manu-
facturers and entrepreneurs. He’s a former
international trade lawyer who has shown a
deep dedication to free and fair trade, and
now he will bring that commitment to his
new role as U.S. Trade Representative.

As an Ohioan, Rob knows firsthand that
millions of American jobs depend on exports,
including one in every five factory jobs. Our
country is home to about 5 percent of the
world’s population, and that means 95 per-
cent of our potential customers are abroad.
To keep our economy growing and creating
jobs, we need to continue opening foreign
markets to American products. Rob knows
that America’s farmers and workers can com-
pete with anybody, anytime, anywhere in the
world, so long as the rules are fair.

Under the outstanding leadership of Am-
bassador Bob Zoellick, the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative’s office helped bring China and
Taiwan into the World Trade Organization
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