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dramatic acts of murder. We will not be in-
timidated, and the terrorists will not stop the
march of freedom. I thank the nations of Eu-
rope for your strong cooperation in the war
on terror. Together, we have disrupted ter-
rorist financing, strengthened intelligence
sharing, enhanced our law enforcement co-
operation, and improved the security of
international commerce and travel.

We're pursuing terrorists wherever they
hide. German authorities recently arrested
two terrorists plotting to attack American in-
terests in Iraq. Both will be prosecuted under
new German laws enacted after September
the 11th. Just last week, the United Nations
added Mubhsin al-Fadhli to its Al Qaida and
Taliban Sanctions Committee list. This man
is a known Al Qaida operative and Zarqawi
associate, provided support to the terrorists
who conducted the 2002 bombing of a
French oil tanker. Working together, Amer-
ica, France, and other nations will bring him
to justice. For the sake of the security of our
people, for the sake of peace, we will be re-
lentless in chasing down the ideologs of hate.

On September the 11th, America turned
first to our immediate security and to the
pursuit of an enemy, and that vital work goes
on. We also found that a narrow definition
of security is not enough. While confronting
a present threat, we have accepted the long-
term challenge of spreading hope and liberty
and prosperity as the great alternatives to ter-
ror. As we defeat the agents of terror, we
will also remove the sources of terror.

This strategy is not an American strategy
or a European strategy or a Western strategy.
Spreading liberty for the sake of peace is the
cause of all mankind. This approach not only
reduces a danger to free peoples; it honors
the dignity of all peoples by placing human
rights and human freedom at the center of
our agenda. And our alliance has the ability
and the duty to tip the balance of history
in the favor of freedom.

We know there are many obstacles, and
we know the road is long. Albert Camus said
that “Freedom is a long-distance race.”
We're in that race for the duration, and there
is reason for optimism. Oppression is not the
wave of the future; it is the desperate tactic
of a few backward-looking men. Democratic
nations grow in strength because they reward
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and respect the creative gifts of their people.
Freedom is the direction of history, because
freedom is the permanent hope of humanity.

America holds these values because of
ideals long held on this continent. We proud-
ly stand in the tradition of the Magna Carta,
the Declaration of the Rights of Man, and
the North Atlantic Treaty. The signers of that
treaty pledged “To safeguard the freedom,
common heritage, and civilization of their
peoples, founded on the principles of democ-
racy, individual liberty, and the rule of law.”
In this new century, the United States and
Europe reaffirm that commitment and renew
our great alliance of freedom.

May God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. at the
Concert Noble. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt of Belgium;
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of
the Palestinian Authority; President Hamid Karzai
of Afghanistan; Lt. Gen. Ethem Erdagi, com-
mander, International Security Assistance Force,
NATO; President Aleksander Kwasniewski of Po-
land; President Valdas Adamkus of Lithuania; Sec-
retary General Javier Solana of the European
Council; President Viktor Yushchenko of Ukraine;
and senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al
Zarqgawi.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Jacques
Chirac: Lebanon

February 21, 2005

The United States and France join with
the European Union and the international
community in condemning the assassination
of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq
Hariri, and in their support for a free, inde-
pendent, and democratic Lebanon. We sup-
port the U.N. investigation into this terrorist
act and urge the full cooperation of all parties
in order to identify those responsible for this
act.

We urge full and immediate implementa-
tion of UNSCR 1559 in all its aspects, includ-
ing its call for a sovereign, independent, and
democratic Lebanon as well as for the con-
solidation of security under the authority of
a Lebanese government free from foreign
domination.
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Lebanon’s  forthcoming parliamentary
elections can mark another milestone in Leb-
anon’s return to independence and democ-
racy if they are free and fair, conducted with-
out outside interference, and guaranteed by
international observers. The implementation
of UNSCR 1559 is essential to the organiza-
tion and success of these elections. The peo-
ple of Lebanon deserve this opportunity, and
we stand with them in their aspirations for
freedom, sovereignty, and security.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Jacques Chirac of France
and an Exchange With Reporters in
Brussels

February 21, 2005

President Bush. It's my honor to be join-
ing Jacques Chirac for dinner. I thank you
for coming, sir. I've really been looking for-
ward to this moment.

Every time I meet with Jacques, he’s got
good advice. And I'm looking forward to lis-
tening to you. We've got a lot of issues to
talk about, Middle Eastern peace, Lebanon,
Iran, helping to feed the hungry, working to-
gether to help spread medicines necessary
to cure illness.

So, Mr. President, thank you very much
for your—coming back for dinner, and thank
you for your time.

President Chirac. Thank you. It’s, of
course, a great pleasure. It always is great
pleasure to meet with President Bush. And
let me take this opportunity to thank him for
his very warm welcome to me today as al-
ways.

Now, President Bush and I have always
shared very—always had very warm relations,
which in fact translate, to a certain extent,
of relations—of warm relations that have al-
ways been characterized—the links between
our countries and the relations, be they bilat-
eral or transatlantic ones, which have always
been excellent between France and the
United States.

Indeed, we have struggled for some two
centuries, 200 years now, to uphold and keep
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alive these values which we share, and which
our people share and hold very dear to their
hearts, and which we are very attached to.

We are present together, that is to say
France and the United States, in some of
the world’s hotspots. I'm thinking of Afghani-
stan. I'm thinking of the Balkans, of course,
but I'm thinking also of what we're doing in
Haiti and in Africa. I'm thinking also of our
excellent cooperation over the tragedy in
Asia, from the tsunami here. And let me take
this opportunity to thank the President for
all the help that was extended to our military
by the American military, for instance, the
making available to our military of American
helicopters, which made our work that much
easier.

So we do share many, many ideals and val-
ues. We have many things in common. For
instance, we, together, are struggling against
the scourge of weapons of mass destruction
and terrorism. And we adopted—we have the
same approach to the situation which is pre-
vailing in Lebanon, especially following the
murder of former Prime Minister Hariri,
who, of course, was a man who enshrined
the ideals of democracy, independence, and
liberty of that country.

Therefore, I am looking forward to a very
constructive discussion, and I welcome this
new opportunity to meet with the President
and in a broader context, which is that of
the continuing dialog, ongoing dialog be-
tween the United States and the rest of Eu-
rope.

President Bush. Tom [Tom Raum, Asso-
ciated Press].

Russia

Q. For both Presidents: You talked about
Russia, Mr. President, in your speech. What
practical things can you do to pressure Russia
to go back to a path towards democracy? And
should you, for instance, make membership
in the WTO contingent on Russia renewing
its commitment to democracy? For both
Presidents, please.

President Bush. Part of the WTO re-
quirements are that there be an open market,
that there be a liberal economy. And open
markets and liberal economies tend to attract
countries that are open to the voices of their
people.
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