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those facilities. And I appreciate that co-
operation and that commitment.

We also agreed to further strengthen our
Nation’s export controls and to develop a new
system to track and stop the travel of sus-
pected terrorists using forged or stolen docu-
ments. Through the Proliferation Security
Initiative, many nations are also fighting the
trade in deadly weapons. And over the past
years we've had notable successes, most par-
ticularly the disruption of the A.Q. Khan net-
work and its willingness and capacity to
spread deadly technology to nations that
would like to inflict harm on the—to inflict
harm on nations like APEC members.

Five APEC members are working to con-
vince North Korea to abandon its pursuit of
nuclear weapons, and I can report to you
today, having visited with the other nations
involved in that collaborative effort, that the
will is strong, that the effort is united, and
the message is clear to Mr. Kim Chong-il:
Get rid of your nuclear weapons programs.

In all our efforts, we’ll maintain and
strengthen the alliance among our nations
that have served the peace so well. By mak-
ing our countries safer, these steps will also
create a more secure business environment
and boost confidence in our economies. You
know as well as I know that terrorist attacks
affect the capacity of people to make a living.
We discovered that firsthand in the United
States of America when we lost nearly a mil-
lion jobs in the 3 months after the September
the 11th attacks. The people of Bali, Indo-
nesia, know what I'm talking about when it
comes to terrorist attacks. We have an obliga-
tion as nations to work together to stop ter-
rorism.

And you in the private sector have an im-
portant role to play. The new inspection
technologies that you create can shorten
delays and reduce insurance costs and cut
redtape. By working closely with customs of-
ficials of APEC governments to establish bet-
ter procedures, you can make the delivery
of goods and services more secure and more
efficient.

These are great goals that I've just talked
about, goals to advance our common pros-
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perity, goals to spread freedom and dignity,
and goals to strengthen our common secu-
rity. And I have come here to Chile to tell
my colleagues and friends, the United States
of America is committed to achieving those
goals for the next 4 years.

Thank you for your interest. Thank you for
coming,

NotE: The President spoke at 4:47 p.m. at the
Casa Piedra. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Ricardo Lagos of Chile; Gary Benanav, Mike
Ducker, and Robert Prieto, United States mem-
bers, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business
Advisory Council (ABAC); A.Q. Khan, former
head of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program; and
Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea.

Statement on Congressional Passage
of the “Individuals With Disabilities
Education Improvement Act of
2004

November 20, 2004

Improving education for all of America’s
schoolchildren is one of my highest priorities,
and an important part of this effort is improv-
ing education for students with disabilities.
The “Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004” will help children
learn better by promoting accountability for
results, enhancing parental involvement,
using proven practices and materials, pro-
viding more flexibility, and reducing paper-
work burdens for teachers, States, and local
school districts.

Like all students, children with disabilities
have the best chance to pursue America’s
great promise with a good education. My ad-
ministration will continue to work to provide
this opportunity to all Americans, who expect
and deserve an outstanding education sys-
tem.

This legislation shows that we can accom-
plish a great deal when we work together,
and I commend the Congress for this bipar-
tisan achievement. I look forward to signing
it into law.



2850

Statement on Congressional Action
on Fiscal Year 2005 Omnibus
Appropriations Legislation

November 20, 2004

I commend the Congress for reaching
agreement on the Fiscal Year 2005 omnibus
appropriations bill. This legislation is in keep-
ing with my goal to further strengthen the
economy by cutting the budget deficit in half
over 5 years. With resources already provided
to continue to fight the war on terror and
to protect the homeland, we have held to
the fiscally responsible limits Congress and
I agreed to and still adequately funded our
domestic priorities like education, health
care, and veterans’ programs. This accom-
plishment would not have been possible
without the excellent work of the leadership
and Appropriations Committee chairmen of
both the House and Senate. I look forward
to signing a final bill into law.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Vicente Fox of Mexico in
Santiago

November 21, 2004

President Bush. Listen, thank you very
much for coming, Mr. President. It's great
to see you.

We've just had a very frank and construc-
tive discussion about important issues re-
garding our two countries. I was very pleased
to hear from the President that the economy
in Mexico is growing, in large part thanks
to his strong leadership. And that is very good
news for the United States and our workers,
because we have so much trade with Mexico.

We spent a great deal of time talking about
the immigration issue. I told President Fox
that I had campaigned on this issue. I made
it very clear my position that we need to
make sure that where there’s a willing worker
and a willing employer, that that job ought
to be filled legally in cases where Americans
will not fill that job. I explained to the Presi-
dent that we share a mutual concern to make
sure our border is secure. One way to make
sure the border is secure is to have reason-
able immigration policies. And finally, T as-
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sured him that we want people from Mexico
treated with respect and dignity.

I look forward to working with my friend
over the next couple of years to get a lot
done for the benefit of both our countries.

President Fox. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. This has been a very good oppor-
tunity to discuss the issues on our bilateral
agenda. And I think that our friendship, our
relationship is strong. It’s a very optimistic
one, and I think that we will continue to build
on it to make this partnership even stronger.

And the first thing is that Mexico wants
to fulfill its responsibility to make its econ-
omy grow, make it stronger, to have more
jobs in Mexico. That is our first priority. And
in order to do this, what we discussed today
is that we are looking to the future. We're
looking to the future in economic develop-
ment with the United States and our bilateral
relationship but also in the trilateral relation-
ship with the region, in order to be able to
grow, to generate more jobs, and generate
more opportunity.

And we’re going to be working on this pur-
pose in order to further what were trying
to achieve in the area of social security, in
order to be ever more efficient and competi-
tive. And the other thing that we hope to
do is to be able to meet later on in Wash-
ington, DC, and then finish off some of these
issues we've been discussing, perhaps putting
them in the shape of some form of agree-
ment.

And as pointed out, this growth is leading
to an increase in jobs, particularly in the bor-
der area, and this, in turn, generates more
opportunities for our people.

And finally, T extended my congratulations
to President Bush on his reelection. We both
stated that we are very willing to continue
to build on our relationship and to do even
more in the 2 remaining years of the Fox
administration and the next 4 years of the
Bush administration.

President Bush. Gracias.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:27 a.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Santiago. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.
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