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little is expected of its leaders. This isn’t one
of those times. This is a time that requires
firm resolve, clear vision, and a deep faith
in the values that make us a great nation.

None of us will ever forget that week when
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins
of the Twin Towers. It's a day I will never
forget. There were workers there in hardhats
yelling at me at the top of their lungs, “What-
ever it takes.” I remember working the
ropeline, doing my best to console those folks
who had just been doing everything they
could to find a buddy out of the rubble, save
people from harm’s way. A guy grabbed me
by the arm, and he said, “Don’t let me
down.” Those were impressions I'll never
forget. I wake up every morning trying to
figure out how best to defend our country.
I will defend the security of America, what-
ever it takes.

When I campaigned—4 years ago, when
I campaigned in your great State asking for
the vote, I made a pledge to my fellow Amer-
icans. I said if you gave me a chance to serve,
I would uphold the honor and the dignity
of the office to which I had been elected.
With your help, with your hard work, T will
do so for 4 more years.

May God bless you. Thank you all for com-
ing. Thank you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. at Arnold
Palmer Regional Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to professional golfer Arnold Palmer; Sen-
ator Zell Miller of Georgia, who made the keynote
address at the Republican National Convention;
Lynn C. Swann, chairman, President’s Council on
Physical Fitness and Sports; country music enter-
tainer John Michael Montgomery; senior Al Qaida
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; and
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
Porter J. Goss as Director of Central
Intelligence

September 22, 2004

I am very pleased that a strong bipartisan
majority in the U.S. Senate today voted to
confirm Porter Goss as the next Director of
Central Intelligence. Porter Goss is a leader
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with strong experience in intelligence and in
the fight against terrorism. He is the right
man to take on the essential mission of lead-
ing the CIA at this critical moment in our
Nation’s history as we face the challenges and
the dangerous threats of this century. I look
forward to his counsel as we implement intel-
ligence reform, including the recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan

September 22, 2004

President George W. Bush and President
Pervez Musharraf met in New York on Sep-
tember 22, and reaffirmed their commitment
to broaden and strengthen the U.S.-Pakistan
relationship in keeping with the vision agreed
to in their meeting at Camp David in June
last year.

The two Presidents reviewed progress in
the global war on terror, and pledged to con-
tinue working together, ensuring that the ap-
propriate resources are available. President
Bush expressed appreciation for Pakistan’s
efforts in this area. They also welcomed the
progress of the Joint Working Group on Ter-
rorism and Law Enforcement and agreed to
further strengthen bilateral cooperation in
this regard.

President Musharraf highlighted the need
for addressing the underlying causes that
have given rise to disaffection and frustration
in the Islamic world. In this connection, he
recalled his concept of Enlightened Modera-
tion which envisages cooperation of the
United States and other leading world pow-
ers in finding solutions to long standing issues
that affect the Muslim world.

The two leaders also noted their coopera-
tion to stop the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, and committed to sustain
full efforts towards this end.

The two leaders discussed the importance
of building security and prosperity in the re-
gion. They noted the urgency of maintaining
a safe environment for fair elections in Af-
ghanistan and President Bush thanked Presi-
dent Musharraf for his efforts in support of
out—of—country voting in Pakistan.
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President Bush noted the significant eco-
nomic progress that Pakistan has made in re-
cent years, and reaffirmed U.S. support for
Pakistan’s efforts to sustain reform and
growth. He reiterated the U.S. Administra-
tion pledge of $3 billion over five years to
help in important areas such as security and
the social sector. President Musharraf ex-
pressed appreciation for US support to Paki-
stan’s social sector, economic development
and poverty reduction programs.

They reiterated their commitment to fur-
ther expand bilateral trade and investment.

President Musharraf reiterated his com-
mitment to democracy and his intent to
strengthen the country’s democratic institu-
tions and bring sustainable democracy to
Pakistan.

Taking note of the rich agenda for co-
operation, President Bush once again em-
phasized the long-term U.S. commitment to
Pakistan and to the region. President
Musharraf expressed appreciation for the
close collaboration between the two coun-
tries. Both Presidents agreed to further ex-
pand and deepen bilateral relations to the
mutual benefit of the two countries.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks on the Opening of the
National Museum of the American
Indian

September 23, 2004

Thank you all for coming. Thank you all.
Please be seated. Welcome to the White
House. Laura and I are so honored that
you're here, and we’re honored to be with
you.

This week, during one of the largest gath-
erings of American Indians in our Nation’s
history, we celebrate the legacy of the first
people to call this land home. And we cele-
brate the opening of the National Museum
of the American Indian, a unique and beau-
tiful place that will introduce generations of
visitors to a strong and living tradition. That
museum is a long time in coming, but it now
stands in a place of honor, exactly where it
belongs, on the National Mall in Washington,
DC.

2105

I'm honored to call Ben Nighthorse Camp-
bell a friend. He is a strong, strong leader.
He is a proud Indian and a proud American.
He represents the best of public service. And
I appreciate his wife, Linda, being here as
well. Thank you, friend. Plus, he’s a pretty
fine athlete. [Laughter]

I appreciate Secretary Gale Norton, Sec-
retary of the Interior, for being here, and
other members of my administration in-
volved with Indian affairs who are here. And
they should be here. After all, they're with
the leaders of sovereign tribes: Dave Ander-
son, Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs,
Department of Interior; Vickie Vasquez, As-
sistant Deputy Secretary of the Office of In-
dian Education; Dr. Charles Grim, Director,
Indian Health Service, Department of
Health and Human Services. Thank you all
for coming.

I'm proud to be here with Senator Ted
Stevens—Senator Stevens, Chairman of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, strong
backer of the American Indian, as is Senator
Domenici and all the other Senators who are
here. I appreciate you all coming.

I'm honored the Members of the House
are here: Richard Pombo, chairman of the
House Resources Committee; J.D.
Hayworth, cochairman of the Native Amer-
ican Caucus; along with Dale Kildee of
Michigan, cochairman of the Native Amer-
ican Caucus; Congressman Tom Cole from
Oklahoma; and other Members of the Con-
gress. Proud you're here, and thank you for
coming,.

I'm honored to have distinguished tribal
leaders here today. Thank you all for coming
to Washington, DC. Were proud you're
here. I appreciate Sheila Burke, the Deputy
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institute. I
thank Rick West, the Director of the Na-
tional Museum of the American Indian, for
being here as well.

I want to thank the Indian members of
our United States military for joining us
today. Thank you for your service. Finally,
I want to thank the Cherokee Choir for filling
the East Room with such beautiful music.
Thank you all, and welcome to the White
House.
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