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wasn’t all that long ago in the march of his-
tory that our dads and granddads were fight-
ing the Japanese as a sworn enemy. Think 
about that. 

Because of Harry Truman and Americans 
who believed in the power of liberty, after 
World War II, we helped Japan become a 
democracy. There were a lot of skeptics dur-
ing that period of time. You can understand 
why. People were saying, ‘‘Wait a minute. We 
just fought these people and here we are 
helping them become a democracy. That 
doesn’t make any sense.’’ It did make sense. 
It made sense because today I sit at the table 
with Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan talking 
about the peace we all want, talking about 
how to make the world a more peaceful 
place. 

Someday, an American President and a 
British Prime Minister are going to be sitting 
down with a duly elected leader of Iraq, talk-
ing about the peace, and our children and 
grandchildren are going to be better off. 

I believe that millions in the Middle East 
plead in silence for their liberty. I believe 
women in the greater Middle East want to 
have a free society so they can realize their 
dreams. And I believe that given the chance, 
they will embrace the most honorable form 
of government ever devised by man. I believe 
all these things because freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world; freedom is the 
Almighty God’s gift to each man and woman 
in this world. 

This young century will be liberty’s cen-
tury. By promoting freedom at home and 
abroad, we will build a safer world and a 
more hopeful America. By reforming systems 
of Government, we will help more Americans 
realize their dreams. We’ll spread ownership 
and opportunity to every corner of America. 
We’ll pass the enduring values of our country 
on to a new generation. We will continue 
to work to spread freedom and peace around 
the world. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. This is a time that requires firm re-
solve, clear vision, and a deep faith in the 
values that makes us a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. It’s a day I’m never 
going to forget. There were workers there 
in hardhats yelling at me at the top of their 
lungs, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ I remember try-
ing to console a—one of the fellows came 
out of the rubble. He looked me right in the 
eye, and he said, ‘‘Do not let me down.’’ Ever 
since that day, I wake up thinking about how 
to better protect our country. I will never 
relent in defending America, whatever it 
takes. 

Four years ago, as I traveled your great 
State asking for the vote, I made a pledge 
that if you gave me a chance to serve, I would 
uphold the dignity and the honor of the office 
to which I have been elected. With your help, 
with your hard work, I will do so for 4 more 
years. 

God bless. Thank you all for coming. 
Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. at Mayo 
Field. In his remarks, he referred to Senator Zell 
Miller of Georgia, who made the keynote address 
at the Republican National Convention; Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty of Minnesota; Prime Minister Ayad 
Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; Theresa 
May, Member of Parliament for Maidenhead, 
United Kingdom; and Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan.

Statement on the Millennium 
Challenge Account 
September 16, 2004

The Millennium Challenge Account 
(MCA) is a groundbreaking initiative that en-
courages all nations to embrace political and 
economic reform and has enjoyed bipartisan 
support since I announced it 2 years ago. The 
powerful combination of trade, open mar-
kets, and good government is history’s proven 
method to defeat poverty on a large scale, 
to vastly improve health and education, to 
build a modern infrastructure while safe-
guarding the environment, and to spread lib-
erty and enterprise. 

Already, the MCA has encouraged coun-
tries to govern justly, invest in their people, 
and promote economic freedom. The MCA 
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will support these efforts, helping the poorest 
countries seize the opportunities of the glob-
al economy and meet the needs of their peo-
ple for better health and education, cleaner 
water, and a brighter future. I urge Congress 
to ensure that the MCA can fulfill its promise 
as a bold new vision for international devel-
opment and a powerful expression of the 
generous spirit of the American people.

Remarks at a Victory Committee 
Reception 

September 17, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
I want to thank you all for coming. Thanks 
for being here. 

Al, thanks for your hard work. I appreciate 
your gathering up a little help here, as we’re 
coming down the stretch. [Laughter] 

I feel great about the election. I want to 
thank you for your help. We’re making good 
progress. I want to thank you all here. I know 
we’ve got a lot of Latinos here. Gracias por 
su apoyo.

Audience member. [Inaudible] 
The President. Si. Vamos a ganar, con su 

apoyo. Thank you all for coming. 
You know, Laura and I are traveling our 

country a lot, and it’s exciting to get out 
amongst the people. It really is. I’m enjoying 
it. The crowds are big. The enthusiasm is 
high. Came off a bus trip in Minnesota yes-
terday, which was very successful; heading 
down to North Carolina today. [Applause] 
Yes. My energy level is high. My vision is 
clear, and we’re going to win. 

So I said to Laura—so when I asked Laura 
to marry me, she said, ‘‘Fine, just so long 
as I don’t have to give any political speeches.’’ 
[Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay, you won’t have to 
give any.’’ Fortunately, she didn’t hold me 
to the promise. [Laughter] You know, in New 
York City the people got to see Laura. You 
know, there’s a lot of pressure on, and she 
gave a great speech. She’s a compassionate, 
decent soul. She’s a wonderful mother, a 
great wife. I’m telling the people around the 
country that the reason to put me back in 
is so Laura will have 4 more years. [Laughter] 
I’m really proud of her. She’s in West Vir-

ginia and South Carolina and Pennsylvania 
today. So she sends her best. 

Dick Cheney is doing a great job. I’m 
proud to be running with him. I like to re-
mind people that he doesn’t have the waviest 
hair in the race. [Laughter] And then I tell 
them I didn’t pick him because of his hairdo. 
[Laughter] I picked him because he’s a man 
of great judgment, sound experience, and a 
person getting the job done for the American 
people. 

I also want to thank Suzanne Lord. Al gets 
the credit; Suzanne probably did all the work. 
But thank you. Thanks for being here. I want 
to thank my friend Mercer Reynolds, who 
is the Victory 2004 national finance chair-
man. This is a Victory Committee fundraiser. 
This is—the money goes to help turn out the 
vote in key States. It’s really important. And 
Mercer has done a great job. He was the 
finance chairman for Bush-Cheney, did such 
a fine job that we deputized him to do the 
Victory Committee. And I appreciate my 
friend’s hard work. 

I want to thank my friend Raul Romero. 
[Applause] Yes. Donde esta, Raul? Alli. It’s 
good to see you, friend. Thanks for bringing 
so many of your friends here. I’m honored 
to have your continued support. Raul is a 
Tejano. I know him well from Texas. He’s 
a good friend, and you got to count on your 
friends in politics, you know. If you don’t 
have any friends, you’re not going anywhere 
in politics. [Laughter] And I, fortunately, 
have got a lot of friends, many here in people 
like Raul. I appreciate you coming. 

I want to thank my friend Jim Langdon. 
He’s a Texan, too. I appreciate him being 
here, and his hard work. I want to thank Julie 
Finley, Dick Hug and Lois, and Shelly 
Kamins and Lynne. Thank you all for putting 
this good group together, and thank you all 
for coming. 

I’m telling the people where I stand, what 
I believe, and where I’m going to lead. That’s 
what I’m doing and will continue to do so. 
I tell people that I believe every child can 
learn and every school must teach. And I 
came to Washington to challenge what I call 
the soft bigotry of low expectations. And 
we’ve done so, by raising the standards in 
schools, by measuring early so we can solve 
problems before it’s too late, by spending 
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